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Evidence-Based Policing & Applications
Classical criminology refers to a theoretical framework established by philosophers such as Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham in the Eighteenth Century (Wickert, 2022). It highlighted the significance of logic, deterrence, and punishment in preventing criminal conduct. In contrast, evidence-based policing is a relatively recent approach to policing that uses scientific research and analysis to influence law enforcement actions. In this piece, I will use the example of drug criminality to illustrate how classical criminology influences evidence-based policing and assess both methods' benefits and shortcomings.
Classical Criminology Concepts and Theories
The development of classical criminology was a reaction to the severe and arbitrary criminal justice system of the eighteenth Century. The classical philosophers held that punishment should be proportional to the crime committed and consistently and predictably implemented. They believed humans are rational and make decisions following the costs and rewards of their activities. Hence, people would be discouraged from engaging in illegal activity if the costs of committing a crime outweighed the rewards.
The theory of deterrence is a core concept in classical criminology, which holds that the fear of punishment may discourage criminal activity (Siponen et al., 2021, p. 3). The idea proposes that people are rational decision-makers capable of evaluating their activities' costs and rewards. Thus, according to the deterrence hypothesis, individuals will be less inclined to participate in illegal activity if the possible costs of committing a crime exceed the potential rewards.
In deterrence theory, the severity of a punishment is one of the most crucial aspects. The greater the severity of a crime's penalty, the less likely a person is to perpetrate that crime (Siponen et al., 2021, p. 5). For instance, if the punishment for a drug crime is a lengthy jail term, people are less inclined to participate in that conduct since the risk of being found and punished is too high.
Nonetheless, the certainty of punishment is also essential to the deterrence theory. Individuals are less inclined to engage in criminal activity when the likelihood of being detected and penalized is high. Thus, for the judicial system to be an effective deterrence, it must be able to detect and punish illegal activity effectively.
Moreover, the swiftness of punishment is a component of deterrence theory. The quicker the penalty gets administered after the offense, the more probable the offender will identify the punishment with their activity. It indicates that a judicial system that slowly administers punishment may be less successful in discouraging criminal conduct.
The notion of deterrence theory has shaped criminal justice policy for many years. For instance, some jurisdictions have enhanced the severity of punishments for drug charges and gun crimes to dissuade persons from participating in such conduct. Similarly, many jurisdictions have increased the number of police officers on patrol, placed CCTV cameras in public areas, and implemented other types of monitoring to enhance the likelihood of criminals being apprehended and punished.
However, critics of the deterrence theory contend that it fails to account for the numerous social and economic elements contributing to criminal conduct. For instance, those living in poverty or with limited access to education and employment may be more prone to participate in illegal activities, regardless of the possible repercussions. Furthermore, others argue that the severity of punishment may not serve as a deterrence for those under the influence of drugs or alcohol or who suffer from mental illness.
Classical criminology stresses rehabilitation and reform in addition to the principle of deterrence. It proposes that punishment should discourage criminal activity and assist criminals in becoming law-abiding citizens. By offering education, job training, and other services, law enforcement authorities may facilitate the reintegration of criminals into society and lessen the chance of recidivism.
In general, classical criminology offers a framework for comprehending crime and criminality. By highlighting the significance of rationality, deterrence, and punishment, it facilitates the development of interventions aimed at reducing the occurrence of crime. By understanding the underlying reasons for criminal conduct, law enforcement organizations may create interventions that discourage criminal activity and assist convicts in becoming law-abiding citizens.
Evidence-based Policing Models
Evidence-based policing is a relatively recent approach to law enforcement that seeks to influence policy actions through scientific research and analysis (Rogers et al., 2022). It entails gathering and analyzing data to detect criminal patterns and tendencies and then utilizing that knowledge to build targeted solutions. Evidence-based policing employs hotspot policing, scanning analysis response and assessment (SARA), and problem-oriented policing (POP).
POP is a problem-solving strategy that identifies the underlying causes of a particular criminal issue and develops focused interventions to address those causes. It entails evaluating data and researching patterns and trends in crime, followed by developing remedies suited to each problem's specific features (Taylor et al., 2022). Typically, the POP problem-solving method consists of four steps:
1. Scanning: Identifying and ranking particular criminal issues based on available data and community participation.
2. Analysis: Conduct an in-depth study to identify the problem's core causes.
3. Response: Identifying and executing targeted measures to address the problem's root causes.
4. Evaluation: Assessing the efficacy of the treatments and making appropriate modifications.
POP initiatives include enhancing police presence in high-crime locations, better illumination or monitoring in public places, social programs to address underlying social or economic concerns that lead to crime, and collaborations with community groups to solve particular problems.
Scanning, analysis, response, and evaluation (SARA) is a problem-solving approach consisting of four stages: scanning the issue, understanding the problem, devising a solution, and evaluating the answer's efficacy. The SARA approach is comparable to POP but emphasizes assessment and feedback to guarantee the efficacy of treatments.
Hotspot Policing is a technique that identifies certain places where crime is concentrated and enhances police presence to dissuade criminal behavior in such regions (Taylor et al., 2022). The assumption behind "Hotspot Policing" is that crime tends to be concentrated in specific regions or "hotspots" rather than being uniformly spread across a community. By concentrating their efforts on these hotspots, law enforcement may have a more substantial influence on decreasing general crime rates.
Classical criminology may influence the logic underlying these evidence-based policing methods in several ways. For instance, the earlier-discussed deterrence theory may assist in explaining the success of Hotspot Policing. By boosting police presence in high-crime regions, the likelihood of being caught and penalized for illegal activity rises, which may serve as a deterrent to prospective criminals.
Classical criminology may also inform the SARA model's analysis and reaction stages. By understanding the underlying reasons for specific crime issues, police may build more effective, focused interventions to address those causes. For instance, if data indicates that drug addiction is a significant cause of property crime in a particular location, interventions such as drug treatment programs or social services to combat addiction may be more successful than conventional law enforcement approaches.
Classical criminology offers a beneficial foundation for understanding the root causes of crime and guiding evidence-based policing approaches such as POP, SARA, and Hotspot Policing. By embracing theories of deterrence, rational choice, and other classical criminology principles, police may create more successful techniques for reducing crime and enhancing public safety.
Evidence-Based Policing and Classical Criminology Applied to Drug Crime
Drug crime is a significant problem in many nations and thus is a valuable illustration of how classical criminology affects evidence-based policing. Classical criminology may enrich evidence-based policy approaches to drug crime by offering a theoretical framework for understanding the underlying causes of drug use and trafficking and the most effective techniques for addressing these causes.
Deterrence theory is one of the basic ideas of classical criminology that also applies to drug crime. When applied to drug crime, the theory of deterrence argues that raising the severity of penalties for drug-related crimes, increasing the chance of being detected and punished, and ensuring that offenders receive prompt and consistent punishments may prevent drug use and trafficking.
The rational choice concept is another classic criminology idea applicable to drug crime. The concept holds that individuals assess unlawful action's prospective costs and advantages before participating. When applied to drug crime, rational choice implies that raising the costs of drug use and trafficking, such as via harsher penalties or more effective enforcement, may lower the prevalence of drug-related crime.
On the other hand, Evidence-based policing strategies, such as Hotspot Policing and SARA, may also help combat drug crime. Hotspot Policing, for instance, may target particular regions where drug use and trafficking are concentrated, such as places with high rates of drug-related crime or established drug markets (Taylor et al., 2022). Officers can prevent criminal conduct and undermine drug networks by expanding their presence in specific locations. Similarly, the SARA model may uncover the underlying causes of drug-related crime and build treatments designed to address those causes.
The Strengths and Weaknesses of Classical Criminology and Evidence-Based Policing
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing have strengths and drawbacks that must be considered when creating strategies to combat crime and criminal behavior.
One of the primary strengths of classical criminology is that it offers a theoretical foundation for understanding criminal behavior and the most effective methods for combating such activities. Theoretical frameworks like deterrence theory and rational choice theory may enrich evidence-based police strategies and enhance the efficacy of law enforcement operations.
But, classical criminology has its challenges. One of the primary critiques of traditional criminology is that it concentrates excessively on the individual criminal while ignoring the larger social and economic issues that lead to crime. Poverty, inequality, and lack of opportunity, for instance, are significant determinants of criminal behavior, although classical criminology may not adequately account for these issues.
Evidence-based policing offers both advantages and disadvantages. One of the primary advantages of evidence-based policing is that it stresses using data and research to drive law enforcement operations, which may enhance the efficacy of policy initiatives (Brown, 2020). Moreover, evidence-based policing promotes cooperation and communication between law enforcement agencies and other stakeholders, which may result in more comprehensive and coordinated responses to crime.
Nonetheless, there are limitations to evidence-based policing. One critique is that it may be unduly focused on short-term outcomes and may not account appropriately for the long-term effects of police actions. For instance, tough police techniques, such as zero-tolerance laws, may help decrease crime in the short term but may have detrimental long-term effects, such as an increase in mistrust of law enforcement and a decrease in community involvement.
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing provide positive ways to comprehend and combat criminal behavior. Classical criminology offers a theoretical foundation for understanding criminal behavior and the most effective means of combating it. Evidence-based policing, on the other hand, emphasizes the use of data and research to inform law enforcement tactics and promotes cooperation and communication between law enforcement agencies and other stakeholders. Both programs promote safer and more equitable communities by reducing crime and holding criminals responsible. By using the strengths of both systems and resolving their flaws, law enforcement agencies may achieve this objective and create a more fair and equal society for everyone.
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