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What are the key social elements that can affect a pupil’s ability to access education?
[bookmark: _Hlk36831071]In this essay the writer will be demonstrating an understanding of the concept of social inclusion and social justice. Also, the writer will be drawing attention to key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education. Lastly, the writer will be discussing theories within these problems and experiences from that environment.  
Social Inclusion and Social Justice
By including social inclusion in an education setting this will ensure that every pupil has an opportunity to learn. According to The World Bank (2020) “Social inclusion is the process of improving the terms on which individual’s and groups take part in society” (The World Bank, 2020). Social inclusion is vital in schools as this will ensure that every child has the opportunity to partake in education and progress into further education, as this is their right. Also, this will benefit the pupils as this will create a feeling of value and place within the schools society, which will have positive lasting affects on the child’s well-being (Surrey CC, 2019). 
According to Oxford Reference (2011) “Social justice is creating a fair and equal society in which each individual matters” (Oxford Reference,2011). It is crucial to include social justice throughout education as this will help achieve equal participation when learning. It is important to not judge pupils on their background, instead schools should ensure that the needs of the children are met therefore, they will not be discriminated against. Crystal Belle (2019) states “To practise social justice teaching and learning practises is to truly see students for who they are and where they come from” (Belle, 2019).  
[bookmark: _Hlk36558712]How can Additional Needs affect a pupil’s ability to access education?
Additional Needs is when an individual has special educational needs or a confirmed disability. This will make it more challenging for the child to learn compared to other peers in their class. All schools must be running a learning support system therefore, these children will not be discriminated against. 
Although individuals with additional needs are supported throughout their educational journey there are places where the schools could improve to benefit their learning process. As many children with additional needs have personal care routines throughout the day it is crucial that support staff are trained in this therefore the child’s needs are met, if not completed, this could affect the child’s well-being and motivation to learn. Also, ‘one-to-one’ assistants tend to distance the child from taking part in class to ensure that they are concentrating on the task at hand however, this can make the child feel excluded from learning socially with their classmates (AHRC, no date).
Many schools cannot afford reasonable and crucial access equipment for children with severe disabilities as the school may be located in a poverty-stricken area. This will make it extremely difficult for the child to feel supported in their school community. Also, this could create unnecessary stress for the child and their family as the needs of the child are not being respected and carried out. 
In many scenarios, children may have not been diagnosed with their additional needs yet therefore, this could affect their performance throughout class as they are not getting the support they need. The writer experienced this while working in a primary school for a few weeks. A pupil in foundation phase found it difficult to learn in class as they could not concentrate on the task at hand. Also, while working with the child, the child would get a sudden burst of energy and begin having tantrums about work. As the teacher did not know how to handle the situation, they allowed the child to carry out the rest of the school day in the reading corner while every other child worked as this was the only way to calm the child. This was carried out for weeks until the mother of the child took the child to be tested, finally they learnt that the child had ADHD. The school then supplied the correct support for the child and in just two weeks there was a noticeable improvement in the child’s participation in completing tasks. 
Bullying has become more popular since social media has taken part in schools. Children with additional needs and disabilities can be vulnerable therefore, children without these challenges find it easy to discriminate and bully them as they cannot stick up for themselves. This situation occurs in children who are experiencing heightened emotions due to puberty (age 11 plus) (AHRC, no date). The child being bullied may develop low self-esteem as they are slowly becoming socially isolated from the school’s community. As bullying affects the child’s thoughts then this could make them perform badly when completing class tasks as they are constantly thinking about this. Also, children with additional needs may become aggressive themselves as they do not know how to handle their emotions and the situation they are experiencing. This could result in the child being excluded out of tasks to calm them down, this could result in missing learning opportunities. 
Many schools may not be able to afford support staff for children during lessons and educational activities. Schools may only be able to afford one ‘one-to-one’ in a classroom with a few additional needs students, this could result in them not getting the correct support and attention they were promised by the school. The writer experienced this as their older brother had been diagnosed with autism since the age of three. Throughout school the brother found it difficult to learn tasks therefore the school assigned him a ‘one-to-one’ to support him in certain subjects. There were three other children in his class who too needed support however, the school did not assign another learning support worker therefore, there was one helper between four additional needs students. As the helper struggled to work between four children the writers brother did not get the support he was promised by the school. The brother began panicking at home about school as he did not understand any tasks as it was not being explained to him correctly. The writers parents contacted the school about this issue and the school later resolved it. The school assigned another helper to the class and the brother still found this difficult however, he was now getting more help with completing tasks. 
Additional needs can affect a child’s access to education as if the school does not provide the correct support and equipment then, this can make it extremely difficult for the child to learn in a positive environment. 
How can Poverty affect a pupil’s ability to access education?
Poverty affects many individuals and their families in the UK every day. According to JRF (2020) “Poverty means not being able to heat your home, pay your rent, or buy the essentials for your children” (JRF, 2020). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many circumstances can cause poverty in families, if parents or care givers are participating in low paid work, then this could result in experiencing poverty. Also, many individuals find it difficult to find well paid jobs therefore, this could increase their money struggles due to the lack of money being provided. 
Education plays a vital part in avoiding poverty however, if a child is already considered to be living in poverty then this can affect how they are able to access education. There are many ways that children may be deprived of their learning rights and opportunities due to poverty. 
As many parents may not be able to afford what society considers ‘popular’ clothing or shoes then this can increase the risk of the child being made fun of. Bullying can affect a child’s thoughts in many ways. The child may begin to lack concentration during learning tasks as they are constantly thinking about what is going to happen to them during breaktime. Other pupils may begin to bully them due to the fact that they may not be able to afford the same toys or games as the rest of the class. The child experiencing this will then begin to view the school negatively which can result in the child missing school due to fear, this could result in the child missing learning opportunities. The writer experienced a scenario similar to this while working in a primary school. There was a pupil who could not afford correct uniform therefore they had to wear their personal clothes, the other children began to find this strange. During breaktime the writer saw the pupil being teased by other children because of the clothes they were wearing. The writer told the children many times to not do this as it was not very nice however, they did not listen. The pupil then stopped coming to the school for a week until the school contacted the family to ensure that they would protect the child from any harm. The pupil then returned to the school to avoid missing any learning opportunities.
Many schools create educational trips for their pupils to attend however, these activities cost money therefore, many schools ask parents and guardians for money as their children will then be able to attend. For more disadvantaged families this may be difficult to pay for as they cannot afford basic needs. By the child not attending the trip then they could miss learning opportunities that will be vital when returning back to the classroom to complete trip themed tasks. This could create confusion and stress for the child as they will not understand the tasks at hand. 
There are many school essentials that children must bring to school themselves for example, school bags, pencil cases and books. School boards ask parents to buy these crucial supplies as the school cannot afford enough of these essentials for every child. This may be hard to afford for a family of three who come from a disadvantaged area as these supplies can be expensive in certain areas. This could result in the child being deprived of class tasks as they do not own the correct essentials. The writer experienced this while working in a primary school. A large family could not afford school essentials for their children as they had many payments to make for their everyday basic needs. This created stress for the children as they wanted the same school supplies as everyone in their class however, the family could not afford it during that time. The school board found out and suggested that the children may use their school supplies until the family could afford their own therefore, the children would not miss learning opportunities and it would relieve the parents of the stress of buying new supplies.  
Primary schools assign homework for children to complete every week with their parents and guardians for extra support. However, this may be difficult for the child to complete as their housing conditions may not be appropriate. Children may find it difficult to concentrate as their house may be overcrowded, this will make it impossible to find a quiet place to complete their assigned work. Also, many children find it challenging to complete homework independently, parents may find it difficult to find time to help their child due to prioritising their job to support the family. This can result in the child receiving poor feedback from their teacher as the homework was not completed correctly and brough back in time, by receiving poor feedback the child may miss educational learning opportunities (Save The Children, 2014).  
Poverty can affect a child’s access to education as many families cannot afford crucial supplies and suitable uniforms for the majority of their children. While education can be a gateway to defeating poverty, it can prove to be difficult for families living in disadvantaged areas to access professional resources which would help their children perform correctly in education. Every child has a right to an education however, living in poverty can make this difficult. There are now many charities that support families and their children to help them during stressful times which have been created by living in poverty.   
How can Mental Health affect a pupil’s ability to access education?
Mental issues have now become very common amongst young adults and children, society has played a crucial part in this. Mental health is the emotional, psychological and social well-being of an individual. Also, mental health can affect a person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviour towards others and their own life (Mental Health Gov, 2019). Many children may experience mental health problems due to the impact of other opinions and genes from family members. Mental health can affect a child’s education in many ways, according to Time to Change (2014) “three quarters of young people (77%) with mental health problems have missed out on education” (Time to Change, 2014). 
Children with mental health problems may find it difficult to concentrate on tasks in class as they are thinking about many other situations that are affecting them in their personal life. This will affect the way they perform in school and how they react to the tasks that are being provided, this may then have an affect on their entrance into further education. By doing so, this will create more stress for the child which can make their mental illness worse and create more problems for them. 
Many individuals who may not be healthy mentally can find it difficult to socialise with others. Recently, many children have been diagnosed with social anxiety or have experienced a form of anxiety. According to the Mental Health Foundation (2018):
The last survey, conducted in 2004, found that 1 in 10 children aged 5-15 had a mental health disorder (either emotional, behavioural, hyperactive, or other). In the newly released 2017 figures, this has risen to 1 in 9 (Mental Health Foundation, 2018). 
This will make it difficult for the child to participate in group work and assembly performances due to this illness. The writer experienced this while completing a primary based placement on their college course. A young pupil in class was diagnosed with social anxiety since a young age, often their symptoms would get worse depending on what task would be introduced in the classroom and what part they would have to play while carrying out the task. The objective that week was for the year to make an assembly on the environment and how individuals could help in saving the planet. Many children were excited for this as it had been the class theme for two weeks beforehand. However, the child with social anxiety began hyperventilating and crying as they did not want to speak in front of the school. The teacher saw this and immediately went to comfort the child and try to encourage them to take part however, the child refused due to their illness. The child then missed out on this learning and build of confidence opportunity however, to ensure the child was still learning the teacher asked the child for assistance while creating the power point, this ensured that the child was still learning about the current theme. Also, the child attended the assembly as they still wanted to see the presentation but would refuse to attend unless a teacher would accompany them in case they would experience an episode of anxiety.   
Various children may not be tested for mental health issues until they are older due to missed symptoms. If schools are not aware of any issues, then it will be difficult for the teachers to provide the correct support for the child in order for them to succeed. By the child not being diagnosed and receiving the correct support this can affect their performance in future subjects as they move on to further education due to the creation of more mental damage. As the child is silently suffering this may create more issues and stress for the child as they find it difficult to focus because they want to succeed at their educational opportunities. 
‘Time to Change Wales’ launched a campaign called ‘#WeCanWeWill’ which helped others on how to view their own and others mental health. This organisation has completed presentations throughout schools in Wales to encourage the discussion of mental health in young people and children. Also, this organisation has supported nine schools across Wales to encourage a whole-school approach to mental health. This became a helpful resource for schools to create a policy on how to support individuals with mental health (Time to Change, no date). As many schools found this helpful, there would then be more support for children who are suffering with mental illnesses in school therefore, schools will be giving children the support they need to succeed in their mental health journey. 
Mental health can affect a child’s access to education as many children may find it difficult to succeed and perform well in school while they are battling a mental health problem. Parents who aren’t educated on mental health may miss signs that could signify that their child is suffering from this issue. Although mental health support has improved in schools in recent years, the writer still believes that there should be more support for those who are diagnosed in primary school. Also, mental health issues affect the family as a whole therefore, while supporting the child through their education, there should be support for the parents by offering professional advice on how to help their child through their journey with mental health. 
In this essay the writer has demonstrated an understanding of the concept of social inclusion and social justice in results to education. Also, the writer has drawn special attention to key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education. The writer has discussed these problems fully by showcasing their thoughts on how schools can improve to support children through these key social elements therefore, all children will still be able to succeed in their educational journey with the support of their family, school and peers. Lastly, the writer has shared their experiences with these key social elements while working with primary school children and discussed how these issues affected their approach to education.  
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