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On this assignment we will answer a very complex question about young offenders, the following question to be answered is “Assess the importance that children and young people who offend, are recognized as “children first and offenders second”.
To answer this question, we should first know why do youth offenders commit offenses, the CPS, Crown Prosecute Service, is in charge under the section 44 of the Young Persons act 1933 and under section 37 of Crime and disorder 1998, the crown prosecute service states that the interests of the youth most be considered, it’s also involved with partnership with the CJS (Criminal Justice System), according to the CPS website about the Criminal justice system it states that “Effective partnerships within the criminal justice system will contribute to securing real improvements in the youth justice system and will help give effect to Government policy. Such partnerships require mutual cooperation and understanding” – CPS website, updated 28 April 2020, author unknown.
So, what makes a youth offender? According to the law in England and Wales is someone aged between 10 and 17, according to journalist Lucy Trevelyan with 20 years of experience in writing about law it she says that “If Police suspects a child between 10 and 17 is responsible for a crime, they can refer the case to the CPS and the matter will go to court” – Lucy Trevelyan, In brief.
A study made by the Peterborough Adolescent and Young Development study says that “Around 4% of the study sample, around only 35 people are responsible for more than half of all total crimes reported by approximately 700 people across a ten-year period from the age of 12 until they reached 22” – Nima Trivedi-Bateman, phys.org, May 15 2020
But youth anti-social behaviour, comes as well from parental behaviour, many reports and studies have shown that parental behaviour is one of the main factors why do youth offenders commit crimes, poor parenting has been studied and results in past years have shown a great fact on why the youth follow the behaviours of bad parenting, in this study made it says “In the year ending 2016, there were 88,600 arrests of young people (aged 10-17) in England and Wales (UK Government 2016). A considerable 64% of these young people were males aged 15 and over” – Ukdiss, 4th October 2021, author unknown.
More sources confirm that this sort of parental behaviour is affecting the youth’s lives at school, according to the BBC news media, reported by Hannah Richardson, the reported wrote “A third of teachers polled for the Association of Teachers and Lectures saying they had dealt  with violence like pushing, punching or kicking this year”, furthermore on this article it’s also states an important point worth citing that “When teachers were asked about the roots to poor behaviour, three quarters (72.9%) blamed a lack of positive role models at home.
And nearly two-thirds (62.7%) said it was due to the breakdown of relationships within family that was the cause” – BBC News, Hannah Richardson, 30 March 2012
Other few sources claim that parents are not the cause of bad behaviour of young offenders and that this is only creating a culture of youth “not to be blamed” mentality, this particular source claims that “in society today, there’s been a growing trend of blaming parents for a child’s behaviour. Whenever there is a tragedy or a child behaves in a dangerous, harmful, irresponsible, or wrong way, people will ask “where were his parents? And parents, particularly those with kids struggling with poor behaviour choices, have taken this to heart, internalizing and often blaming themselves.” – Kim Abraham, Empowering Parents, date unknow
Other links are made to make a connection between poverty and crime that leads youth to delinquency, although poverty doesn’t mean that one will commit more crimes than an individual with more money, but the Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime states that “a ground breaking study that followed the lives of 4,300 children as they made the transition from childhood to adulthood. Already this study has shown the negative effect of a formal engagement with the criminal justice system – the “labelling” effect. It has found that “poverty” is a strong driver of violent offending amongst young people”. – Transform Justice, 27 November 2015, author unknown. What can also be associated with youth having a tendency for criminal behaviour is also the major factor of genetics, genetics play an important role into one individual’s behaviour from young age until adulthood, a famous Italian scientist called Cesare Lombroso, considered the father of criminology said according to this article that recited his words, that “Believing essentially that criminality was inherited and that criminals could be identified by physical attributes such as hawk-like noses and bloodshot eyes” – History Extra, 2015, author unknown. The fact that according to Cesare Lombroso made a key point into proving that criminal behaviour was inherited, it’s why many of the crimes are associated by violence via how their parents behave, cases like the Kray brothers explain that very well.
More modern studies prove the Italian scientist’s theory on bad parenthood linked with their child’s behaviour, to this source from 2011 it says “A study has found sons with criminal fathers and law-abiding mothers had a 48.5% chance of committing serious crimes in their lifetimes. If the mother had a criminal record, but the father had none, the probability of the son offending was 33%” – Nick Ralston, 10th of May 2011, The Sydney Morning Herald.
But a great question comes up as well, how do we reduce youth crime, how do we prevent it? In the United Kingdom, the British government has developed programmes for the rehabilitation and re education of young offenders, in gov.uk it states that “There are many prevention programmes that work to keep young people away from crime. Local communities involve parents and families. Young people are placed in these programs if:
· They have been in conflict with the Police
· They’re at risk of committing crimes
· They’re involved in anti-social behaviour” – Gov.UK, date unknown
Another thing we must investigate and clarify is how young offenders are dealt with in court, as young offenders are considered children first and then offenders second the Youth Court in charge of dealing with young offender’s cases, the Youth Court is a magistrates court that deals specific with cases of criminal behaviour amongst young people and so the proceedings are way less formal, other members of the public are not allowed to be in court, the defendants are also addressed by their first names, more important as well is that their parents or guardians or anyone who’s in charge of the young offenders must be present. Usually, these Youth Court deals with a lot of the cases the young offenders usually do, like drugs theft or or anti-social behaviour.
This source from CPS.gov.UK prove this to be the way it’s dealt at court (reference in the reference list).
After analysing why, the youth commit crime, where it comes from, what are the problems they face in life that leads to commit offenses, and what are the plans the government has in practise to fight delinquency and re-direct young offenders into the right path, this after deciding why they should be in a “rehabilitation” program, we can now proceed to discuss the main question on why young offenders are classed as children first and offenders second.
 It's a policy in practise, so speaking just for the law in Wales and England, the youth justice board has published a more modern plan for the following years leading to 2021 to 2024 (plan in the reference list), it explains why in the judicial court it wants to see a “Child first” in the youth system, to expand this it explains it’s a system that supports children to become the best of themselves, furthermore this plan intends to support children in the way they need to succeed. So, with this, we can see on how the youth justice is programmed to prevent young offenders from keeping offending, but also to cooperate with the “persons and bodies” according to the “Crime and disorder Act 1998”, but it’s important to clarify what it means “child first” in the youth justice system, “Haines and Case 2015” have said that a youth system could prevent more crimes from happening if the court would take an approach as seeing the child first and offender second by stating “The youth justice system in England and Wales is not fit for purpose and that the youth justice system should start treating children who offend in ways to befit their status as children under the United Nations Conventions of the Right of the Child” – Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, Professor Kevin Haines and Dr Stephen Case, 23 Friday January 2015
This argument explains well the reason why we view youth offenders as children first as part of a Child’s Right under an UN convention, so by that we mean to adapt the law to young offenders and adapt the Youth Justice System to those same rights Children are regarded in. “Reducing and reoffending have been one of the measures from political perspectives as a proof of effectiveness in this youth justice system, it also suggests that children who enter the youth justice system have different needs and are in great danger of reoffending compared to past years” - Tim Bateman, Alexandra Wigzell, 2021, but because as well of education factors do lack envy on a child’s mind, the importance that is in the youth custody to inspire a future in a young offenders mind is a positive way to stop re-offenses as well from happening, in based on Brazier et al 2010, it tell us that “ There is lack of clarity as to weather the evidence supporting child-focused externalizing treatments are enough compelling to support these same treatments” – PubMed 2022, so saying custodial education should highlight trustworthy relationship with constructive ideas and interacting with the young offenders is on why installing positive relations with the young people in question is also being able to manage their behaviour, in this article says that “ We identify issues rooted in the fundamental weaknesses of the risk paradigm that defines relationships between the custodial education and the juvenile justice, in particular reflecting the absence on the theory of change” – Stephen Case volume 77, September 2020
With these sources we can understand that the re integration of young offenders in society rather than label them as criminals, is understood as an objective the youth justice system and the existing programs, have in the young offenders for personality changing and development, as it explained above, the youth is easy influenced by cases of domestic issues, parental behaviour, lack of education and other issues mentioned, so a system that supports them that works for them is beneficial, as children first they are protected under rights established by the UN convention, stating that they are protected under the 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child , saying exactly that “children’s rights to protection, education, healthcare, shelter and good nutrition” – United Nations, Declaration of the Rights of the Child, so with the understanding that they are young and under aged, according to the law then classed as children, we can also conclude and understand that when committing an offence , the young offenders are treated with these rights, so it means too they have a judicial system that works around them, as explained by the sources above, saying that it’s required to have this said system that thinks about them as victims of society’s problems, and also the right to rehabilitations, but again a court that judges and analyses why they offended, why they keep offending and coming back to the Youth Court based on their age, is on why it is important to know that also there are different gaps of age from when a young person might look or think in an adult way enough to commit these offences while being conscious of it, but yet the law states that when it comes to the age of the young offender, until it reaches 18 years old, is classified as a child or adolescent.
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