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26 Homer, Iliad 18.483-608.
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of Porus, Damis, we should not define merely as the work
of bronze-casters since they look like pictures, or as the
work of painters, since they are cast in bronze. Let us
rather think them the creations of a single man who com-
bined the arts of painting and bronze-casting, just as
Hephaestus is represented in Homer doing with the shield
of Achilles. 26 Those pictures too are full of men ‘killing and
being killed,”" and one can say that the ground is smeared
with blood, even though it is of bronze.”

23. As the Master was giving this discourse, messengers
arrived from the king with an interpreter, announcing that
he would have Apollonius as his guest for three days, since
it was not lawful for strangers to stay in the city longer, and
they led the way to the palace. I have mentioned what the
walls of the city were like. The party says that it was divided
into orderly rows of houses like Athens,?8 and the houses
were so built that from the outside they appeared to be of
only one story, but when you went inside they proved to be
subterranean, and of the same height below ground as
above.

24. They say there was also a shrine of the Sun, to whom
Ajax the elephant had been consecrated,? and statues of
Alexander in gold and others of Porus which were of dark
bronze. The walls of the shrine were of red stone that had a
golden sheen, giving off a light like the sun’s rays. The im-
age itself was of mother-of-pearl, made in the symbolic
shape that all barbarians use for their holy objects.

27 Homer, Iliad 4.451, 8.65.

28 Some of the excavated streets of Taxila are in fact laid out in
rectangles. Some manuscripts have “disorderly” (ataktds).

29 See 12.2.
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25. In the palace they say that they saw no elaborate
rooms, no bodyguards or watchmen, but just as in the
houses of the upper class a few slaves and three or four
people awaiting an audience with the king. They say they
admired this simplicity more than the splendor of Baby-
lon, and even more so when they went inside, since they
say that the men’s quarters and the colonnades and the
whole forecourt were plain.

26. Apollonius concluded that the Indian was a philoso-
pher and, keeping the interpreter beside him, he said, “I
am glad, king, to see that you are a philosopher.” “I am very
glad,” he replied, “that you think me so.” “Is this the cus-
tom with you,” said Apollonius, “or did you introduce this
moderation into your kingdom?” “Our customs are mod-
est, and I observe them even more modestly,” he replied.
“Thave more than any human, but need little, considering
most things to belong to my own friends.” “Congratula-
tons on your treasure,” said Apollonius, “if you value your
friends above gold and silver, and many advantages accrue
to you from them.” “Why,” he said, “I give a share of my
riches to my enemies too. There once were barbarians
constantly hostile to my country, who made incursions
across my borders, but I win them over with this money
and they patrol my realm. They do not encroach on my
possessions, but keep out their barbarian neighbors, who
are fierce.” Apollonius asked him if Porus too had paid
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them money. “Porus loved war,” he replied, “but I love
peace.”

Apollonius was quite won over by these remarks, and
was so struck by him that once, when he was rebuking
Euphrates for not being a philosopher, he said, “But let us
atleast respect the Indian Phraotes” {since that was the In-
dian’s name).® A viceroy who had been greatly favored by
him wanted to crown him with a golden diadem studded
with multicolored stones, but he said, “Even if I were the
kind of man to covet such things, I would have declined
them now and torn them from my head on meeting Apol-
lonius. But since I never saw fit to wear such crowns be-
fore, how could I use ornaments now, mistaking my guest
and forgetting myselfP”

Apollonius also asked him about his diet and he said,
“Of wine I drink as much as I pour out to the Sun, and
others eat the spoils of my hunting, since the exercise is
enough for me. My food consists of vegetables, the pith
and fruit of date palms, and everything that the river nour-
ishes. I also eat many things from trees cultivated by these
hands of mine.” Apollonius was delighted when he heard
this, and kept glancing at Damis.

27. When they had conversed enough about the jour-
ney to the Brahmans, the king gave orders for the guide
from the king of Babylon to be entertained, as was his cus-
tom with visitors from Babylon, and dismissed the guide
from the viceroy with provisions for the road. Then, taking

30 No king of this name is known among the rulers of Taxila.
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Apollonius’s hand, and ordering the interpreter to leave,
he said, “Will you make me your drinking-companion?”
asking him in the Greek language. In amazement Apol-
lonius asked, “Why did you not talk this way from the be-
ginning™ “I was afraid,” said the king, “to appear forward
and not ‘to know myself,3! or that it pleases fate to make
me a barbarian. But overcome by you, and seeing that you
are pleased with me, I could not conceal my true self, and
will fully satisfy you that I am thoroughly grounded in the
Greek language.”

“Well then,” said Apollonius, “why did not you invite
me to dinner yourself instead of asking me to invite you?”
“Because I think you are superior to me,” he said, “since
wisdom is more kingly.” So saying, he led Apollonius and
his party to the place where he usually bathed. His bath-
ing place was a park about a stade long. In the middle a
pool had been dug so that springs of cold, drinkable water
flowed into it, and on either side there were tracks in which
the king practiced the javelin and the discus in the Greek
way, for he was strong in body both because of his age
(since he was twenty-seven) and because of this exercise.
Whenever he had had enough, he would jump into the
water and exercise himself by swimming. When they had
bathed, they proceeded to the dining room wearing
wreaths, since that is the custom of the Indians when they
drink in the king’s presence.

28. It would not be right to omit the arrangement of the
feast either, since Damis has described it in detail. The

31 Alluding to the Delphic maxim “Know thyself.”
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king dines on a couch with no more than five of his close
kin, while all the rest sit on chairs to share the meal. There
is a table built in the middle like an pedestal about the
height of a man’s knee, and with a circumference as large
as a circle of thirty people close together. On it they strew
branches of laurel and of other plants that resemble laurel,
but in India produce perfume, and they set out fish, fowl,
whole lions, venison, boar, and loins of tiger (they avoid
eating the other parts of this animal, since they say that im-
mediately after birth it raises its front paws to the rising
sun). The guest gets up, goes to the table, and taking or
carving what he likes, goes back to his chair and takes his
fill, eating a lot of bread as well.

When they are satisfied, bowls of silver and gold are
carried in, each one enough for ten guests, and they bend
over to drink from them like animals being watered. As
they drink, they exhibit shows of skill that are dangerous
and quite worth attention. A boy, like the ones that accom-
pany dancing girls, was tossed high while an arrow was shot
at the same time into the air, and when the boy was high
above the ground he twisted himself, lifting himself over
the arrow, sure of being hit if he twisted wrongly, since be-
fore shooting the archer went round the diners showing
the point and letting them test the arrow. Shooting through
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a hoop, aiming at a hair, and outlining one’s own son with
arrows while he stands against a board, these constitute
their pursuits as they drink, and they succeed in doing
them even when drunk.

29. Damis and the others were amazed by this sharp-
ness of eye, and admired the accuracy of the shooting, but
Apollonius, who was eating with the king at the same table,
was not so interested in such things, and said to the king:
“Tell me, king, how it is that you have such command of
Greek, and where did you get your philosophy from in
these parts? I do not think you will ascribe it to teachers,
since there is not likely to be anybody to teach this subject
in India.”

The king said with a laugh, “Men of old had this ques-
tion about those arriving by sea, whether they were pi-
rates, so common did they consider piracy to be, despite
its cruelty. But you people seem to me to ask your visi-
tors whether they are philosophers, so much do you con-
sider this within the competence even of ordinary people,
though it is the most divine of human possessions. Among
you, T know, it is no different from piracy, since I hear that
itisimpossible to meet men of your own type. With most of
you, philosophy is something filched from others, which
people wear like an ill-fitting garment, prancing around
dressed in other people’s clothes. Indeed, just as pirates in-
dulge themselves, knowing that they are liable to the law,
so they say those types are devoted to gluttony, sex, and
fine haberdashery. The reason is that you have laws to put
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someone to death for counterfeiting money, or entering a
son illegally as a citizen, and whatever you like in addition,
but you have no law restraining those who falsely claim or
corrupt philosophy, and there is no magistrate appointed
against such people.

30. “With us, however, few people aim to be philoso-
phers, and they are examined as follows. The young man
who has attained the age of eighteen (which I think is
also your criterion for an ephebe) goes across the river
Hyphasis to the Masters whom you are seeking, after first
making an open profession of his intention to be a philoso-
pher, so that anyone who wishes can exclude him if he
is not a pure student. By ‘pure’ I mean first as regards
his father and mother, in whom nothing disgraceful must
appear, and then his parents up to the third generation;
none of them must be violent, or dissolute, or dishonest
in making money. If no such defect appears in them, and
no blemish of any kind, then they inspect and test the
young man. First, has he a good memory? Then, is he self-
respecting by nature and not by pretence, not a drunkard,
a glutton, a boaster or a prankster, not rash or argumenta-
tive? Is he obedient to his father, mother, teachers, guides,
above all, does he use his young looks for vice?

“Information about his parents and their parents they
collect from witnesses and from documents that are pub-
licly available. For when an Indian dies, there goes to his
house a special magistrate appointed by the laws to record

19 mapeyypdpor Kay.: mapeyypdiiairo or mapaypddbarro
20 <é¢> Jon.
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how he lived. If the official is at all deceitful or deceived,
the laws forbid him to hold any further office for having
falsified a human life. Information about the young men
they gather by looking at them directly. Many human char-
acteristics are conveyed by the eyes and many await inter-
pretation and observation in the brows and the cheeks, and
by means of them skilled students of nature inspect human
minds, like images in a mirror. Philosophy is highly valued
here, and the pursuit enjoys honor among the Indians, so
that it is absolutely essential for candidates in philosophy
to undergo scrutiny and face countless tests. Well, the fact
that we study it with teachers, and that it involves examina-
tion, all this I have clearly explained. However, my own
story is as follows.

31. “My grandfather was a king, and had the same name
as myself, but my father was a commoner. He was or-
phaned very young, and two relatives became his guard-
ians, as the laws of the Indians require. They managed the
affairs of the kingdom on his behalf neither with virtue,
I swear by the Sun, nor with moderation, so that their
subjects thought them oppressive, and their rule fell into
disrepute. Certain of the barons, therefore, formed a con-
spiracy and attacked them at a festival, killing them as they
sacrificed to the Indus, and then usurped power for them-
selves and governed the state. So my father’s relatives were
afraid for him, since he was not yet eleven years old, and
sent him across the Hyphasis to the king there, since he has
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more subjects than I do, and his territory is far more fertile
than this one.

“The king wanted to adopt my father as his son, but he
declined. He said he did not want to quarrel with fortune
which had taken away his kingdom, but he asked the king
to allow him to go to the Wise Men and study philosophy,
since that way he would more easily endure his domestic
misfortunes. When the king actually wanted to restore him
to his father’s rule, he said, ‘Restore me if you find me
studying philosophy sincerely, but otherwise leave me as I
am.” The king went in person to the Wise Men, and said
they would be doing him a great favor by looking after the
boy, who was already of noble nature. But they saw some-
thing more in him, and seized the opportunity to give him a
share of their own wisdom, and were glad to educate him,
while he followed their lessons very attentively. After six
years had passed, the king had an illness which was eventu-
ally fatal, so that he sent for my father and made him a co-
ruler of his kingdom with his own son. He also gave him
the hand of his daughter, who was just entering maturity.

“Now my father observed that the king’s son was a prey
to flatterers, wine, and suchlike evils, and full of suspicion
towards himself, so he said to him: “You may keep these
things, and enjoy all your power to the full. I was not even
able to recover a throne that was mine, and it would be
stupid to seem to have rash ambitions for one that be-
longed to another. However, grant me your sister; that
alone of your possessions is enough for me.” He received
permission to marry her, and lived near the Wise Men in

21 draxrijoacfa Jackson: krfoacfa
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seven rich villages which the king gave to his sister for her
dowry. T am the child of this marriage, and my father after
giving me a Greek education took me to the Wise Men,
perhaps prematurely, because I was then twelve years old.
But they brought me up like their own son, since they are
especially fond of those they accept who know the Greek
language, thinking them already akin to themselves in
manmners.

32. “But when my parents also died at no great interval
of time, the Wise Men told me to go to the villages and
look after my own affairs, being now nineteen. Well, I had
already been deprived of the villages by my kind uncle,
who had not even left me the estates acquired by my
father; he said they all belonged to his kingdom, and he
was doing me a great favor by leaving me my life. Well,
after taking up a collection from my mother’s freedmen, I
had four servants. I was reading the play The Children of
Heracles® when someone arrived from here, bringing a
letter from a close friend of my father. He urged me to
cross the river Hydraotes and to confer with him about the
kingdom here, for he had great hopes that I could win it
back if I showed some energy.

“Well, I think one of the gods put the play into my mind,
so in obedience to the omen I crossed the river. I learned
that one of the usurpers of the kingdom had died, and the
other was under siege in this very palace. I hastened my
advance, shouting to those living in the villages through
which I passed that I'was the son of so-and-so, and was go-

32 Extant play of Euripides involving the punishment of
Eurystheus, the king of Argos, for his persecution of Heracles’s
children.
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ing in quest of my own kingdom. Giving me a joyful wel-
come, they followed me in the belief that I resembled my
grandfather, arming themselves with daggers and bows,
and our numbers kept growing. As I approached the gates,
the inhabitants welcomed me so happily that they lit fire-
brands from the altar of the Sun, came out before the
gates, and led me here, singing many praises of my father
and grandfather. As for the drone inside, they imprisoned
him and walled him in, though I begged that he should not
die in this way.”

33. Apollonius said in reply, “You have narrated a real
Return of the Children of Heracles. The gods be praised for
their scheme in helping a virtuous man to return when he
went in pursuit of his own. But tell me this about the Wise
Men: did these same men not once fall into Alexander’s
power, and on being brought before him give a discourse
about heaven?” “Those were Oxydrakae, "3 said the other,
“and that tribe is always claiming its freedom and prepar-
ing for war. They say they are conversant with philosophy,
but they know nothing about virtue. The true Wise Men
are situated half way between the Hyphasis and the Gan-
ges, in territory which Alexander did not even approach,
not because he was afraid of what it contained, presum-
ably, but I suppose because he had received contrary sig-
nals from sacrifices. Even if he had crossed the Hyphasis,
and been able to seize the land around the Wise Men,
he could have brought ten thousand Achilleses and thirty

33 People situated between the rivers Akesines (Chenab) and
Hydraotes (Ravi).
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