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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Exploring the link between domestic abuse exposure in childhood and Criminality?


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Aim: To critically assess whether children and young people exposed to domestic abuse are more likely to be involved in crime.

Objective 1: To explore explanations as to why children and young people commit crime.  

Objective 2: Identify the prevalence and effects of domestic abuse exposure in childhood and how this may increase the chances that a child or young person will be involved in crime.

Objective 3: Evaluate the public's perception on the effects of domestic abuse and the link between childhood exposure and criminality. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

According to the Victims Commissioner (2020) there are two main ideas surrounding the link between a child’s experience of domestic abuse and children committing a crime. Firstly, they stated that children should be recognised as a victim of domestic abuse rather than just a witness. Secondly, following the exposure, children should be supported with tailored interventions and programmes to prevent them from being involved in crime. Recent statistics show that abuse and neglect were the most prevalent issues when assessing children in need; with these factors being identified as a primary concern in over 200,000 children (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Early interventions will attempt to reduce these statistics by ensuring children and young people get the support they need after experiencing domestic abuse so their needs can be addressed effectively to prevent long lasting effects. Since the introduction of Section 3 Domestic Abuse Act 2021, children who hear, see and experience the effects of domestic abuse are now classed as victims (Domestic Abuse Act 2021). Many people would assume exposure to domestic abuse is a form of child abuse or child maltreatment. However, even though child maltreatment has many universal definitions compromising of ideas surrounding physical, emotional and sexual abuse and neglect, it lacks any information around exposure to domestic abuse which many researchers believe it should be included and have recently elected to include it in their definitions (Sharratt et al, 2022). This allows for support systems to be put in place sooner, so they do not become aggressive, violent and involved in delinquency (Labella & Masten, 2018). However, children who have been a victim to domestic abuse have an increased tendency to react to situations more aggressively which arises from the domestic violence they have witnessed. In confrontational situations they are likely to be violent, either from socially learning to act that way or how they have just become normalised to a violent environment (Gray, Smithson & Jump, 2021). Moreover, family violence is considered to be one of the most intense causes of stress for a child in their early years (Bentley et al, 2020). They can suffer from mental health issues such as depression, which has a strong link to substance misuse. Therefore, they may get involved with the wrong crowd to provide for their habit (Leil et al, 2020). 

There are many different types of interventions children can utilise after being subject to domestic abuse exposure. However, one of the most significant is trauma-focussed cognitive behavioural therapy which is directly aimed at children or adolescents who have experienced significant trauma related issues (Kliethermes, Drewry, and Wamser-Nanney, 2017). It uses three key phases to target the child’s emotional, physical and behavioural needs. Phase one involves identifying the trauma, examining the impact and reversing the effects it has caused as well as helping the child connect with their thoughts, feelings and emotions. Phase two helps the child cognitively process their personal traumas. Lastly, phase three consolidates everything they have learnt in the previous phases and enhances safety by reducing fear of the same experience (Cohen, Deblinger & Mannarino, 2016). By the child completing the process helps reduce trauma related symptoms such as violence and aggression which therefore reduces the child being involved with violence. They have learnt how to control their emotions if they are ever exposed in a similar environment in the future, meaning they will not be involved in criminality (Zettler, 2020). Overall, domestic abuse exposure in childhood and criminality is a significant topic to look at as they are both very strongly linked together and statistically it needs reducing so children do not go down the wrong path. 


	

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

According to Story (2019) a survey is a good research method to utilise as it produces results with valid and reliable answers to the research question. This will ensure the research conducted avoids any bias and remains fair. The questions asked in the survey will be reproducible and specific to the research question to ensure the results can be analysed correctly due to the results being focused. To add to this, the timescale of the study will be from October 2024 to May 2025 to keep it concise and specific. The survey will be well constructed as it will target both qualitative and quantitative research techniques from using both open and closed questions. The open-ended questions are an example of qualitative research as they allow the respondent to form their own response, whereas closed questions are examples of quantitative research as they ask the respondent to choose from a list of possible answers to create numerical data (Ahmad, 2019). 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The research will be targeted at members of the public who are over the age of eighteen to gauge their perspectives on domestic abuse exposure in childhood and to determine whether there is a link to criminality. This stays relevant and specific to the research as it specifically addresses the aims and objectives of the research.
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Does it make sense there?	
Where do I include the timescale between October to may?
