Diane Woodrow 
Student Number – 1909298

Assignment 3&4 – Essay plan with sample paragraph and review of five websites

Essay plan with sample paragraph – word count - 1256

Review of five websites – word count - 1198
Essay plan – Question - “Is it possible to determine who the ‘author’ of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this.”
Intro – 
Short para – on the different possibles 

· multiple authors/single author

· a woman – Gwenllian of Gwynedd (Breeze)

· a monk who knew and understood the oral storytelling traditions

· the author was from Glamorgan/from Dyfed and Gwynedd

· from Irish traditions/back and forth between Wales and Ireland many times [Mac Cana]

· Earliest poets known but prose writers unsubscribed [Mac Cana}

· Must not confuse looking for authorship of Four Branches with the whole of Guest's Mabinogion translation
Sample paragraph would be second paragraph – 

The authorship of the Mabinogi has been debated ever since Lady Charlotte Grace translated it.  From this starting point we can then start to explore who wrote the Mabinogi and why. Bollard suggests it would help in exploring the ideas of authorship if we change how we view our reading of literature and remember that a common literary device in Medieval literature was the interlacing of two or three separate themes.
 Beowulf is an well-known example of this. As Welsh says the Mabinogi 
“... draws freely from a broad background of traditional narratives, many known to us primarily as oral folk-tales, and yet is certainly the work of an author, composed in writing: few of the telltale signs of oral composition appear in its controlled and economical style …  The artistry of the unknown author is evident, but the meaning of his story is not”

Whoever gathered these stories and joined them together knew them in oral form, knew how to work with the literary themes and used them well to explore the message they wished to convey. Tolstoy notes that the author appears to be taking from a wide range of traditional stories which the audience would be expected to know.
 Thus the author takes these well-know oral tales as the basis of their own narrative and uses them for specific literary ends, paying close attention to detail, using clear delineation of character, skillful dialogue and varieties of tempo.
 Mac Cana notices that the moral compass the author works by has a Christian leaning with virtues of patience and compromise accentuated.
 So even before we begin to ask who wrote them we can see that the author has a plan and wants to emphasis certain virtues, using well-known oral tales to make those points and explore specific issues. From the start we need to be careful how we refer to the author. If we call the author he we are leaning towards a monk; if we call the author they then we lean towards multiple authors; if we call the author she then we lean towards Breeze's idea of the author being a woman.
 This essay will explore whether we can truly know whether the Mabinogi was writing by just one man, or one woman or many authors. 
Third paragraph – Where did the stories come from? And so where did the author come from? 
· Mac Cana's Irish influence argument only holds fully true for Branwen, 2nd branch, but does help to give evidence to the flow of oral tradition between Ireland and Wales 

· (Boyd footnote 1 on p 7) Must have been familiar with Dyfed and Gwynedd – Tolstoy says 11th C man from Dyfed; Breeze a 12th woman from Gwynedd; Sims-Williams says someone, probably a monk, from Clynnog Fawr, Gwynedd. No consensus.
· Sir Ifor Williams is “certain” that the author was from Dyfed and that the stories were written around 1060 when the 3 kingdoms united. [Book of Essays p 19] 
Fourth Paragraph – expand on storytelling/oral tradition 
· Davies' idea of even written texts were to be told/performed [Literacy/Price]

· Mac Cana – oral tradition/storytelling – movement of stories and Mac Cana's thoughts on the ancient training of storytellers    
Fifth paragraph – the idea of author being a woman
· Breeze – focuses on women and women's issues – yet Chaucer did similar with Wife of Bath 

· Gwellian knowledge of the area, of court life, of Ireland, Gwynedd and Dyfed, dynamic personality similar to that of Lady Charlotte Guest. 
· Dickens re George Eliot had to be a woman  Quote from letter to Elliot 18th Jan 1858]
· Counter arguments – Start using  Dr Rhiannon Ifans, and  Dr Sioned Davies quotes in article inThe Independent 11.01.97 and then expand
Sixth paragraph – author is one monk? Or many monks/writers?
· Girard's argument as used by Morgan p166

· Bolland's shame and honour threads – Christian/monk or cultural – laws, customs?

· Area tales are set and location of Strata Florida
· Expand on Mac Cana's notion of the morals of the tales being Christian
Conclusion -
· Use of the word “he” when talking of the author makes it harder to think of Breeze's idea of it being a woman and we can often allow our own stereotypes of what women were like in that period to arresting his ideas of this. 

· Faletra “of the identity and life of the author of the Four Branches it seems we must remain agnostic” - because of proses authors not being named [Mac Cana]

· Breeze (p 142) “so we reach the conclusion, in which (like Johnson's Rasselas) nothing is concluded.”
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Websites
I have picked these ones to review because I have used three out of the five for my essay plan. 

· https://en.wikipedia.org/ At times Wikipedia receives a lot of bad press. Some of it is deserved because  the contributors to Wikipedia are many and varied often expressing their own point of view, which sometimes means that people can read things about themselves which are untrue. Despite that when it comes to history Wikipedia is a good jumping off point as much of which is stated comes with a citation at the foot of that page, and if not someone will have put 'citation needed' in brackets next to the information stated as fact. For instance the entry for the Mabinogion makes some statements which when one checks the citations are more the opinion of the Wikipedia page author rather than a fact, but because of the references it is possible to look up the information cited by the author of that specific page, read more about it make one's own conclusions. Because of this I believe Wikipedia is a good place to seek information at the start of studying a specific subject, but never to cite in an assignment. 
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/ This was site constructed between 2011 and 2014 to accompany the BBC programme 'The History of Wales'. It give a brief overview of the history of Wales from prehistoric to  modern times. Much of the modern history is drawn from the oral history accounts of local people who have lived through certain event, or so the page titles say. Unfortunately many of the oral history pages and more recent history pages have been taken down. The older historic information still remains. It is a sound-bite, popular history site with just one page of about 100-500 words on each subject, a subject which could span several decades. It gives people a snapshot on a particular subject but no depth. Unfortunately there are no sources listed so it is impossible to check whether the site is accurate or to find out how to learn more about a particular subject if that topic caught one's attention. Because this is the BBC it is possible to slip into just trusting what is said, in a way one would not do with Wikipedia, but without references there is no way of checking sources. For the academic, and anyone wanting to go deeper, this is not a good site to use. 
· https://michaelfaletra.weebly.com/ Michael Faletra's home page tells who he is, what his qualifications are, what his interests are, where he lectures, and has links to course he runs, to the university he works in as well as his favourite bookshop in Portland, Oregon. He has four headings at the top to pages on his site: to his publications with information about them, where to purchase them or, if they are online, links to them; the courses he runs with links to these courses with more detailed information about them, the books needed and details on how the terms will pan out; an alphabetical list of Medieval writers with links to the ones that he has written blog posts about, which all come with very clear bibliographies; and links on to further sites with descriptions of why he has put these sites on this page. This is a deep and full site with a lot of information but placed in a way that is easy to access with every clear bibliographies. I will be going back to this site again as I believe this is a good website to get one's teeth into when studying various topics to do with medieval writers and celtic studies. 
· http://www.castlewales.com/ I went to this site because it is one of the links that Michael Faletra recommends. It is a very full site which has been up and running since 1996. Because their banner says “Proud to be Celebrating our 19-Year Online Anniversary in 2015!” I suspect it has not been updated since then. I found the typeface a bit difficult to read online unless I enlarged the page but that is probably just a personal preference. Each page is full of knowledge and each time there is a topic introduced it is possible to link onward to that topic. For instance, starting on the home page, as one reads through it says “lesser known castles” and one can click on that link to the not so recognised Welsh Castles and then click on links to each of those castle's pages, then once on a new castle's page there are links to who built it and so on. It is a site one could keep clicking round on forever if one was not careful. This makes if fun but often, I was finding that, I then could not remember how to find something that I had not followed up which had sounded interesting. This was a problem. Another issue, for myself and for academic study, is that there is no bibliography at the end of the pages or anywhere on the site. A lot of the pages do have an author at the bottom but unless that author has his or her own website then one can find nothing more about them. So I found this an interesting site to pick up information but frustrating in that I could not follow up with any academic study. 
· https://www.medievalists.net/ was founded in 2008 by Sandra Alvarez and Peter Konieczny, who say they wanted to make a vibrant site that changed every day and would help people engage with history. They started the site to blog about history and to gather  articles, features, books reviews and videos from various Medieval scholars around the world. The home page is a bright wash of the latest articles to have been gathered and the header bar is easy to understand. The search is easy but some of the links to read the whole article do not link through to the article but come up with an error message. As with all search engines one does need to put in the words the authors had used. For instance “Mabinogi” comes up with only two articles, but “Mabinogion” comes up with five features, five articles and one book. It is helpful that the search word can be in the article not just in the title. With the articles, one that was an MA dissertation with a link to Aberystwyth University came up with an error message but the one by Diana Luft, “Lewis Morris and the Mabinogion”, linked through to the whole article complete with footnotes. The site comes with many adverts though these are not too obtrusive. One can become a member of Medievalists.net for anything from $1 to $5 dollars per month. Taking the $3 dollar per month subscription gets rid of the advertising which, if one used it regularly or wished to support, would make it a good idea to subscribe to. Even without getting a subscription this site is easy to negotiate, full of relevant, interesting articles that come with footnotes and bibliographies. I believe this is a useful site for academics and am pleased to have found it. 
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