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ABSTRACT
The essay describes the concept and process of blend-ed learning, the components that form this process, and the advantages that have been elaborated during the past ten years. It also takes into consideration the future recommendation of this concept and the way they influence the students’ and teachers’ perception. The use of eLearning is put into discussion as well as the students’ increased responsibilities in the process of blended learning.
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Blended learning adopts independence and personalization of each student's learning path, which can boost engagement by enabling students to take charge of their own learning. This component, of course, is heavily influenced by the students' maturity level: a primary school student cannot be expected to be in charge of their own education to the same extent as a university student. Kids of various ages will certainly require different types of supervision, but guidance, whether it involves overseeing a mostly self-contained process or symbolically holding the students' hands every step of the way, remains the most important keyword. 
           When the concepts of e-learning and virtual classroom began to lose credibility at the beginning of the XXI century, the concept of blended learning emerged in educational discussions. Although these last two concepts had many supporters in the 1990s, by the end of the century, they had just as many detractors, owing to the fact that the students were not motivated or responsible enough to do the activities themselves, leaving them feeling isolated and helpless. Therefore, the new concept of blended learning was created not to completely replace the virtual class, but to add new dimensions to it. The study provides an overview of the definitions of the concept of "blended learning," some models used in the last ten years in the teaching-learning process, and the benefits and drawbacks of using combined learning in this process.
           Given the ease of access to computer resources, it is natural to wonder if they will eventually replace teachers entirely, transforming learning into an individual activity in the online environment. From a legal standpoint, the effectiveness of blended learning is provided by the alternation between the study conducted under the supervision of a teacher and the individual conducted via a computer application. By combining the benefits of both approaches, one method is superior to the others, and the results of the students should reflect this. Various comparative studies have been developed in this regard by teachers in order to identify the optimal method of teaching that involves the lowest costs.
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          In the early years of its implementation, the term e-learning referred solely to a combination of interaction in the classroom and learning in a virtual environment. Today, thanks to the widespread use of computers and the advancement of internet and intranet networks, a much broader selection involving various learning methods combined with the proper use of technology has been developed. However, no single universally valid definition can cover all aspects of this concept, especially because it is more than just a concept: it is an ongoing process that develops with each teacher and student who implements it. In addition to the meanings of "combined," "mixed," and "combined," theorists use the terms "hybrid," "integrative," and "multi-methodical" learning to describe this learning process.
A model is a description of a system or phenomena that accounts for its known or inferred features and can be used to investigate its properties further. As a result, a blended learning model can be utilised as a guide for analysing and combining distinct components that result in a learning environment that is instructionally sound. Figure 1 shows the various components (Floyd. K.S., 2009):

Figure 1. Blended Learning components

· Learning environment 
Asynchronous or synchronous learning environments exist. Each learning environment has its own set of benefits and drawbacks. The purpose of blended learning is to take advantage of each environment's unique strengths to ensure the most efficient use of resources while achieving the instructional goal and learning objectives.
· Media component 
Vehicles that just deliver content are referred to as media. Some instructional media, on the other hand, may be better suited to facilitating either a synchronous or asynchronous learning environment than others, but no single medium is intrinsically better or worse. While the desired content may not be affected by the delivery medium, the choice of a particular medium may influence how you create the material to take advantage of the medium's unique features. 
· Instructional component 
This component is used to choose the best instructional tactics for achieving the learning objectives. These techniques are the products of learning objectives, and they serve to guarantee that learning objectives are met while also facilitating learning transfer. Maintaining instructional quality is critical while implementing blended learning. As a result, while creating a blended learning solution, learning objectives do not have to be sacrificed. 
E-learning is universal, and it may be applied to a range of scenarios, including student education in schools and universities, as well as other training sessions and elder education. E-learning, rather than a computer programme or system, can be described as a tool for improving the quality of learning. It's a complicated system that allows professors and students to communicate via computers and the Internet (students). We attain our aims and improve our results when we integrate e-learning with traditional teaching approaches. Students who do not need to be present in the classroom might take advantage of online teaching courses. Online classes do not require expensive technical equipment; all that is required is a single computer with an Internet connection and a particular communication tool. The biggest benefit is that many of these programmes are free, such as Skype and Microsoft Teams.
Technology is not the only medium that can be used (Rooney, 2003): 
· Online learning / training that is stand-alone, asynchronous, or synchronous;
· Tools for improving performance (knowledge management tools);
· Traditional classrooms, labs, or other "hands-on" learning environments;
· Learning coursework, CD-ROMs, or other forms of personality learning.
The technical challenges do not revolve around getting technology to function on networks. Rather, they entail ensuring the student's abilities by implementing and supporting information systems.
Technical challenges include:
· Assuring that group members can successfully use the advanced technologies;
· Refraining from using technology simply because it is accessible.
When learning technology is implemented, the focus is frequently on integration, leaving the design of actual appropriate content with insufficient time and budget to create a successful programme. Among the instructional design challenges are: 
· Examining how to teach rather than just what to inform;
· Choosing the best delivery medium based on the performance goals;
· Maintaining interactive online offerings rather than simply "talking at" group members;
· Using "non-live" elements to ensure participant commitment and follow-through;
· Assuring that all of the blend's elements are in sync.

             The technology that enabled e-learning has grown in recent years, and there are now several options available, such as online support systems and databases accessible to specific groups of students who are given a username and password. As a result, combined systems are encouraged, in which "memorable courses taught by teachers that are full of conversation, examples, discussions, and group work are transferred to internet education." In fact, blended learning can combine the best aspects of both learning environments: in the classroom and online. However, some researchers have gone beyond virtual learning and have stepped outside of the classroom. They believe that combined learning entails using at least two distinct teaching methods, so a combination of methods used to meet the needs of students, regardless of the studio object.
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A virtual classroom is a video conferencing tool in which instructors and students interact with one another and with the learning material. The difference between virtual classrooms and other video conferencing tools is that virtual classrooms provide an additional set of features that are essential in a learning environment. Virtual classroom software enables instructors to:
· Students should participate in moderation;
· Display learning materials such as documents, slide decks, or multimedia files
· Screen-sharing and virtual whiteboard features can be used to enhance the learning experience;
· Divide the people involved into breakout rooms so that the instructor can join them;
· Polls and quizzes can be used to engage participants;
· Keep track of the sessions (and manage those recordings).

A virtual classroom platform enhances the learning experience by making it more interactive and engaging while also providing a controlled environment. However, virtual classrooms provide benefits that go beyond the in-person experience. Before the lesson, instructors can access the classroom to prepare the material. This material, as well as the session recording, is made available after class for instructors and participants to refer to. Participants can connect to virtual classroom platforms using any Internet-capable device. This level of adaptability allows participants to consume content regardless of where they are in the world (Christopher, 2009).
Many virtual classroom platforms can be integrated into an existing learning management system at a school or company (LMS). Advanced platforms support Learning Tools Interoperability (LTI), which allows the virtual classroom system and the learning management system (LMS) to communicate with one another, making the whole greater than the amount of its parts.
A virtual classroom allows instructors and students to be in different locations at the same time, and it also allows the instructor to record the event for later viewing. These events are typically carried out using virtual meeting tools. Unless the topics are too complex or contentious, they can be similar to those covered in a live classroom (Granham, 2006).


Advantages - To benefit from the instruction, we do not need to be physically present in the classroom. By clicking a button, we can ‘‘raise your hand’’. Another significant advantage of virtual classroom software is the ease with which student progress can be tracked. Data such as class attendance and student activity can be consulted by instructors. They can track a participant's progress using online polls and analytics, identify areas of difficulty, and use visual tools to assist the participant in learning difficult subject matter. Another plus in this list is time management, because teachers must plan their courses with the multimedia component in mind, which requires more time than in the traditional formula. Furthermore, teachers must take into account the diversity of learning styles as well as students' potential inability to adapt, which necessitates more time spent on course preparation and structuring. Other benefits include: easier access to education, the ability to interact with people from all over the country or the world, lower costs (especially if multiple universities use the same platform), and the ability to evaluate more students at the same time. Furthermore, students have more flexibility because they can choose when to interact with others and when to conduct research on their own, without the time constraints that exist in a classroom. This may imply that they will be on the online platform at the same time, so their relationship with the IT team must be excellent in order to rely on technology.
Disadvantages - One disadvantage may be that some students are not accustomed to the most recent generation of technology; however, this does not imply that they are less prepared than others when it comes time to assess the accumulated knowledge at the end of the course. They should not be evaluated for their lack of computer knowledge, but should be assisted in acquiring this knowledge in addition to those provided by the course taught. Students will benefit from clear instructions and feedback as they use learning platforms and see the benefits of partially replacing the traditional learning environment with this virtual environment.
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A blended learning model is surely an excellent way to enhance the learner's experience, but its benefits extend beyond that. Institutions that use blended learning will reap numerous benefits, whether they are training employees, partners, customers, or planning compliance training. It signifies a change in learning from passive to active. The focus of the classroom shifts away from presentational learning and toward active learning. This entails putting pupils in settings where they must read, speak, listen, and think critically.
It allows students to choose whether to be together or apart. The blended learning model emphasises the combination of online and in-person classroom components. Furthermore, a blended delivery system enables students to learn and access material in a variety of modes, which is an important feature given that students' learning styles are frequently very different. In fact, research shows that when compared to fully online and even fully face-to-face courses, blended learning improves students' chances of meeting course outcomes by lowering dropout rates, increasing test scores, and increasing student motivation (Sharma, 2005).
· It gives the teaching a more human touch. The interactive content allows the instructor to generate a high level of interest, accountability, and genuine assessment.
· It improves personalization, individualization, and relevance. It enables the instructor to tailor learning content to the specific needs of various audience segments.
Professional courses are typically taken by people in order to improve their skill level and expand their career opportunities. For example, to advance to a higher level and obtain better-paying jobs. Many employees, however, may be exhausted after work and do not wish to attend the regular hours. As a result, an online class is obviously more convenient for them because it saves time, money, and energy. The best thing about online courses is that people can take them from the comfort of their own office or home. Even with a hectic schedule, there is always time for a course. The student does not interact directly with the institution in online learning. As a result, if you have any questions, it can be difficult to ask online instructors because communication is often impersonal. However, these courses frequently provide alternatives such as online forums, emails, and chat rooms. Synchronized online courses will be more appropriate for these individuals.
Another way to gain knowledge in an online environment is to use search engines such as Google, Bing, and others. Although this reduces the number of books you need to read, there may be too many sources of information to read and choose the relevant ones, resulting in information overload. As a result, the courses may be more appropriate for adults who are continuing their education while working.
Traditional Learning and Classroom. Advantages and Desadvantages
In this context, traditional learning refers to schools and college institutions that rely on daily in-person interaction. Traditional learning is best suited for youngsters who are just entering the educational system and will continue until they graduate from high school. Daily attendance, rigorous classroom times, regular schedules, and set curriculums are all part of this. Traditional learning promotes one-on-one instruction which is successful and results in higher levels of student engagement with teachers. It also encourages kids to compete at a greater level. A conventional school's social setting is ideal for developing a child's character and individuality.
Traditional education takes many forms and, as a result, is difficult to categorise. The idea of the sage on the stage, with information delivered by the instructor during lectures and the distribution of printed course materials, is similar to most forms of traditional learning. As a result, learner interaction is predominantly learner-instructor and learner-content, with essentially no learning occurring amongst students themselves, at least in the formal learning process (Robert, 1996).
The Advantages of Traditional Learning:
Face-to-face learning: When students and teachers learn in person, they can get to know each other much better. Teachers can pick up on physical delays and nuances that may go unnoticed in an online setting. Most importantly, face-to-face interaction with a teacher allows students to form close bonds with the educator.
Creates good routines: Following a daily school schedule provides vital patterns for many children and young adults, preparing them for success as working adults.
Real-life situations: Educators can present students with tangible examples that they can touch and interact with. For hands-on learners, this is a critical component.
Teach solid social skills: Being placed in a class with people from diverse walks of life and personality types gives you a plethora of social possibilities that you wouldn't necessarily get in an online setting.
Better for general health: Students are far more likely to engage in physical activity if they have set aside time each day for it or have access to a campus gym.
The Disadvantages of Traditional Learning:
Inflexible full days: If teachers and students have several jobs or other responsibilities, they may find it difficult to stick to an educational institution's rigid schedule.
Travelling: For both educators and students, driving back and forth to an educational facility every day can consume a significant amount of time. Getting to and from school can take a long time and cost a lot of money in terms of gas, vehicle upkeep, and public transportation.
Larger education loans: Building on the previous point, student loans taken out by students who participate in traditional in-person learning will normally be significantly larger due to higher living expenditures (on-campus or off-campus), transportation, and tuition.
Passive listening: When educators conduct a lecture or lesson in front of a classroom of students, the pupils may just listen passively, increasing the likelihood of disengagement.
CLASSROOM
The teacher moderates and regulates the flow of information and knowledge in a traditional classroom. Students are expected to learn about a subject outside of school by completing homework assignments. The primary resource for the students is the instructor, who only teaches them face-to-face. In a traditional classroom, students are taught a standard curriculum by a live teacher. At regular intervals, students' comprehension is tested using standardised assessments. This paradigm ensures that students learn at the same time, in the same place, and at the same pace (VanTassel-Baska, 2006).
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I thought it could be helpful to view a comparation between online and conventional learning side by side to assist you find out which type of educational delivery is best for you. 
Table 2. Online Learning VS. Traditional Learning
	ONLINE LEARNING
	TRADITIONAL LEARNING

	With an online connection, you can learn from anywhere.
	Learn in a physical environment.

	You can access content whenever you want.
	Keep to a plan.

	Socialization and a sense of belonging are limited.
	Interact with other students and teachers in the classroom.

	Interaction with course content via virtual reality
	Experiential learning

	Employs cutting-edge technologies that students are comfortable with.
	Conducted in person using methods that are known to most educators



To summarise, online learning is defined as learning that occurs via the internet through the use of interactive media such as videos, educational video streaming, screen sharing, and live Q&A sessions. Traditional education occurs in physical classrooms, with all students being required to attend and follow a strict attendance and class schedule. It all boils down to the benefits that individuals find most useful when deciding whether e-learning or traditional learning is better. Traditional learning, on the other hand, provides possibilities for peer learning and socialisation that are not available online. To pick between the two, prospective students must decide where they stand on the following parameters.
Children and young students who need to complete their obligatory 15 to 16 years of education frequently prefer traditional learning. Students and professionals seeking to upskill and expand their number of certifications, on the other hand, frequently use e-learning. Traditional learning has long been the bedrock of education systems around the world, and e-learning can be viewed as a complement to help people advance in their careers and find new jobs.
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The virtual classroom is the closest to bringing teaching to the forefront, with the teacher having a virtual tab in front of him, whether it is a presentation or a space on which he can write. However, even in this case, the situation is quite different. To write like on the board, you'll need some extra tools, such as a graphic tablet and a digital pencil, or a touch screen and a digital pencil. Of course, communication in a virtual class is different. To avoid chaos, the students' microphones must be turned off. Students can communicate with the teacher by writing in the chat or by clicking on the "Pick up the hand" button, which opens the microphone for the teacher. If teaching is not done synchronously, such as through virtual classes, then study materials that transmit information to students in a way that is more appropriate for eLearning are required. We're talking about videos or current countries that have been adapted for online courses. The way countries prepare for eLearning varies, depending on whether it is a presentation supported in the virtual classroom or a pdf file in the eLearning platform. In the following article, we will go over how to prepare study materials for eLearning. Our goal in eLearning, as well as in front of us, is to guide students to learn concepts, follow procedures, and apply what they have learned in practice. This is more difficult to do online, and you must pay close attention to it.
As we have seen, the issue is not whether we should combine, but rather what ingredients must be combined. As a result, we can conclude that identifying the components and the percentage by which they enter the combination is a critical step in using this method of teaching / learning. The fact that students must assume more responsibility and that teachers must reconsider the content of their courses and how they are taught benefits both parties. Another issue that both teachers and students must take responsibility for is time management. Because technical issues may arise, teachers must work closely with the IT team not only to provide support to students, but also to plan backup strategies in the event that the technology does not function at optimal parameters. Even though blended learning has been in use for about ten years, there are already many supporters of this type of learning, particularly in academic settings where the combination of traditional courses and online interactive activities is already in use.
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