WEEK 5: Theory & Method

Required Reading
There are few works on Theory and Method in archaeoastronomy. This is a reflection of the discipline’s lack of reflexivity. The Skyscapes approach, however, was born out of a reflexive approach and, as such, the number of theoretical pieces is on the rise. Your required reading for the week reflects this. It starts off with a 1993 piece by Ruggles and Saunders where both theory and method are considered. Malville’s Seven Sins of Archaeoastronomy forms a critique of the field, but also a list of common pitfalls to be avoided by serious scholars. The last two pieces compare and contrast the approaches of archaeologists with those of archaeoastronomers for two key types of prehistoric sites: passage graves (Silva) and stone circles (Henty). The authors suggest new approaches that bridge the academic chasm are required to further our understanding of the prehistoric societies that built these lasting monuments. Henty's case study highlights not only the importance of paying attention to the material record but also to phenomenology.

Ruggles, Clive and Nicholas Saunders, “The Study of Cultural Astronomy”. In Aveni, Anthony (ed), Foundations of New World Cultural Astronomy, Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2008, Chapter 32 (pp.725-50). Originally published in Ruggles, C and N Saunders (eds), Astronomies and Cultures, Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1993. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Malville, Kim, Seven (Deadly) Sins of Archaeoastronomy Notes [PDF ON MOODLE]

Silva, Fabio, “’A Tomb with a View’: New methods for bridging the gap between land and sky in megalithic archaeology.” Advances in Archaeological Practice 2(1), 2014, pp.24-37. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Case Study
Henty, Liz, “The Archaeoastronomy of Tomnaverie Recumbent Stone Circle: A Comparison of Methodologies” Papers from the Institute of Archaeology 24(1), 2014, 15. Available online: http://www.pia-journal.co.uk/article/view/pia.464
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