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Using at least 3 examples, consider how image makers have utilised digital technology to explore at least one of the following: Conflict, the Environment, Identity, the Surveillance State, the Technological Society?

[bookmark: _Int_RLeAb7F5][bookmark: _Int_Gt1YIRqI][bookmark: _Int_ZrBm7FTt]In this essay I will be exploring how certain image makers have utilised digital technology within they art to show and represent the themes of conflict. This reason I have chosen this question is that I believe digital technology is a huge part of our lives, more than people realised, in fact it is a topic I have recently explored during a project I recently created. The fast pace of technology growing is quicker than most people realise and is soon to take over a lot more than we know of. Due to this being a big part of our lives especially my generation, I feel this would be an interesting and fulfilling topic to research and investigate. For the chosen them, conflict has always been a massive topic, especially within the current issues with Palestine, I believe this style of theme is well fitted during this time. The three different uses of technology I will be looking at during this essay is the use of drones, general Digital photography, and AI generated imagery. How in the past decade or two these have helped us photograph and document the conflicts going on around us. In this essay and research, I want to delve deep int each style of photo making and decided whether they have been an improvement to the photography world or whether they may cause more harm than good. I also want to spread information around on how technology has changed to art world as well, as I believe that is also an important aspect to look at in today's modern times. To achieve this, I plan on delving deep into each artist I have picked out and their style of photography linking to the theme conflict, with each image chosen I will be diving deep into detail on how the image looks, how I feel it can be interpretated and if that specific use of digital technology they have used has benefited the image and theme around it or whether it has caused more issues and negative opinions on it and the topic.  
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Families Watch as Firefighters Attempt to Extinguish the Flames of an Oil Well in Qayyarah - October 26th, 2016
https://joeyl.com/portfolio/category/32#Qayarrah_Iraq_Joey_L_Photographer_09.JPG

[bookmark: _Int_LFiWnO47][bookmark: _Int_4uuPsZlN][bookmark: _Int_v7eHEcNJ][bookmark: _Int_ns2vLwm8][bookmark: _Int_4oJw9YAX][bookmark: _Int_mlDCHDvd]My first artist I wanted to look at is Joey Lawrence. A Canadian photographer and director based in New York City. His work is well known for his documentary photography style with conflicts and world-wide issues. His work consists of general styles of photography including landscape and portrait shoots showing the horrors and truth about what people face in their day to day lives in different areas around the world. His work highlights and shows to truth about the world and gives us a look into people's lives and issues which we would not be able to have seen without it. The image I have chosen to investigate with more detail is a photo from his shoot “Oxfam, The Mosul Corridor “. “Families Watch as Firefighters Attempt to Extinguish the Flames of an Oil Well in Qayyarah - October 26th, 2016”. This image I have chosen was taking using a drone, which is why I picked this specific artwork out of the whole shoot. When looking at this image, it is a very busy and filled image. There is a lot going on which I think highlights the chaos and stress during these times, it shows us the whole picture rather than missing out certain aspects. At first glance, the way the fire is positioned in the image right at the back of the image I feel helps us look at the whole image as one rather looking at single bits of the photo, as it highlights the back pushes the view to view everything in front of it as well, almost outlining the image. The people walking away in the photo creating a leading line to follow, again creating a pathway for the audience to look at the image and drawing you in to look at more detail within the image. The image being in colour gives us a more realistic view on what is in the image rather than it being in black and white. Moving onto the way he took the photo, by using a drone this has created a unique perspective on the chaos in front of us. Almost like a bird's eye view, rather than being down in the action it is almost like were watching it happen while not being involved. It gives the effect of us not being able to do anything to help and being stuck just watching the issues and horror unfold in front of us. I really like the way he has used the drone in this photo, I think it creates a different viewpoint of issues and helps us see what is really going on, the drone is out of the way and not missing out anything within the images, giving us a more detailed sight onto the issue. I defiantly think that he has utilised the use of developing digital technology and has created a positive and new view on conflict photography. A lot of people do not realise that drones can be used for photography shoots, which is why they are still quite new within the photography world, but even though they are quite new they definitely stand out with the images captured on them by different artists. 

[image: ]
An Afghan girl watches U.S. Army soldiers rest in a field in the Tangi Valley, Wardak Province, Afghanistan.
https://adamfergusonstudio.com/thewarupclose/hbwuces6b8et2nfnyyuynjg98cgfgi

[bookmark: _Int_hRBRw0wW][bookmark: _Int_oBUY1VOw][bookmark: _Int_Ngz39Ooh][bookmark: _Int_0osko4Gt][bookmark: _Int_vGzQeP4X]The next artist I wanted to look at is Adam Ferguson, an Australian freelance photographer based in Ney York City. His work explores conflict and implications around the world. I have chosen this artist to include within my essay due to his up close and detailed response to conflicts around the world, showing issues through imagery, similar to Joey Lawrence’s work. This specific image I have chosen to include is from his shoot called “The War Up Close.” A perfect theme to include within my research. This image displays a scene that you do not feel involved with, almost like watching through a glass, which I really like as you get the whole picture again like Joey Lawrence, you feel like you are getting the truth of what it is really like during this time and period. It shows the harsh reality of what some people deem as their day to day lives, really highlighting the issues within war and conflict. The image is open enough to include the scenery and depth within, really getting the full image. The lighting and colours all match up making the image clear and realistic. The child being the centre of the image forces the audience to look at her straight away due to her bright clothes among all of the greenery including the solders, a brief glance you may not even notice the soldiers, its only when you start looking more into detail on the image do you realise and notice the whole picture of that girls reality.  the way the girl is standing shows that this may be a regular occurrence in her life, there is no show for distress or panic, almost as if this is normal. This image was taken with a digital camera. I like the use of the digital camera for images like these as I feel you still get that subtle shoots that do not draw attraction to the photographer themselves, while still getting crisp and clean images. There is no stress or worry about using film and you don’t have to swap film reels in-between shoots, you can take as many photos as you want and you don’t have to develop them, which for conflict photography I believe is ideal, you want to capture hats in the moment right there and then. I think digital cameras are going to be the way to go with images for the next coming years, although they have been used for a while they are still improving and developing each day, creating new and improved ways for us to take images better. Although digital cameras have been around for a long time, I believe with the fast-paced development within that area of technology, they still are a new and modern way of taking images at this moment in time. 
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90 Mile
https://www.airlab.co/90-miles

[bookmark: _Int_73eO7EIq][bookmark: _Int_aXlxKX0c][bookmark: _Int_bOT8pkQq][bookmark: _Int_W6xhNtrn]My third and final artist to explore into is Micheal Christopher Brown. An American artist who is known for exploring world issues in a documentary style. Well known for his documentation of the 2011 Libyan Civil War and the resulting monograph, Libyan Sugar. One of his most recent shoots was an experimental shoot based on the “90 Mile” exploring the historical events and realities of Cuban life that has motivated Cubans to cross the “90 Mile” of ocean separating Havana from Florida. The use of AI gave him the option to create digital illustrations of what it might have been like in the past, helping us understand the past historical events with illustrations. This image in particular that I chose highlights the struggle and horror these people may have faced back then. The image is clear and colourful, with good centring to show exactly what is happening in the scene, which I believe is a crucial factor within conflict photography. Although the image is clear, it is not as detailed as the other images I have chosen, this due to it being digitally created, a fake image. The quality is grainy, and you can tell if you investigate into the image more detailed, that it is not a real photograph. This very new and advanced way of creating images has really caused a stir in the art world. A lot of artists are seeing this as a new way to experiment with either their own artworks already created, or completely starting from nothing. Whereas some artists are seeing this as a way of pushing artists out of the business, with AI on the way to overtake artists in the near future. In my opinion, AI is an interesting aspect to explore in the art world and can create some beautiful artworks. Although is exciting and new to use, for documentary purposes I do not believe AI is the way to go, especially for historical events we do not know exactly how they were. It creates a false illustration of historical events, almost like spreading false news to the public. Another reason I am not fully onboard with AI generated images is the fact that it is so new it can be creating images that are not fully formed, missing fingers or oldy shaped buildings. These issues can be worked into people's artworks and styles, but I believe AI has still got a long way to go. 

[bookmark: _Int_G6y27cOV][bookmark: _Int_gWRWKvud][bookmark: _Int_oMvdqG9e][bookmark: _Int_kDVtUJtW][bookmark: _Int_cEQ6y4ut]Looking at the diverse set of styles in digital technology for image makers has really made me open my eyes on the possibilities for image making in the future. Joey Lawrence’s use of drones for his documentary shoot really stood out for me, the way he captured the image of the whole scene, including the human response and the chaos all in one image is really interesting at the positive response we need to have towards the use of new technology and definitely improved the theme on conflict by highlighting and showing the exact issues as they are. Adam Ferguson's work and a similar relation to Joey Lawrence’s style, showing the issues as they are and trying to include as much as possible in one image, although only using a digital camera it still gives quite a similar outcome to Joey’s work. His images are a bit more up closer with the action, again giving a unique perspective on the situation and creating a more personal style. Which you get from using a digital camera. Looking into the AI Generated Images was definitely interesting and gave me a distinct perspective on photographer styles, it is something I would like to investigate further and even experiment with. Although I really like the use of AI I believe for conflict photography may not be the best route to go down for some events, it is a good way to illustrate what some historical events maybe have been like but there is definitely a fine line between what it could have been like and factual images from the events, past, present or future. Looking back into my essay I defiantly believe I have delved deep into each artist's style of imagery and digital use, linking it back to the theme of the essay. Out of the three different digital styles that I have picked out and talked about, I believe that the use of drones is great new way to create images based around the theme of conflict. I think it will give a whole fresh look onto the photography world and give us new perspectives on situations going on now and in the near future. It is something I would definitely want to experiment with whether it will be based on the theme of conflict or something the completely different. Another reason why I took more towards the drone as I feel it has not been used enough in photography as it should have, due to its wide variety of styles and experimentation yet to be discovered. I fully believe there is a long way to go with the digital aspects of photography, whether it be through AI or any other format, which will be interesting to explore in the near future, even though AI is not fully developed yet and has a long way to go, I truly believe it is going to be a massive part of not just photography, but all forms of art pieces in the future, which may cause issues and very big debates on the topic, more than it is at this moment in time.  
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