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“Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001)












   The term ‘terrorism’ can have various meanings and definitions, it can either be a threat or an action. For example, it could involve violence against a person, damages against properties, and attacking a country or civilians to gain power or create fear. Al Qaeda and Lone Wolf are the two primary terrorist organisations that will be examined during the assignment. Osama Bin Laden and Abu Masab Al-Zarqawi created the terrorist organisation Al Qaeda, which was later led by Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi in 2010 (Barber, 2015). This will be examined in further detail. There have been numerous attacks in the United Kingdom by lone wolves (Zeman, 2017) in Manchester, Reading Park, Westminster Bridge, and many other places. Lastly, ISIS terrorist group. This assignment will analyse and evaluate the different definitions of terrorists. Examine the ideology, structure, and methods of the chosen terrorist group. As well as closely examine the story of Shamima Begum and how this can help the UK government to protect young children and stop them from making the same mistake as Shamima Begum. lastly, look at ways to prevent terrorists from recruiting more people to join them.
[bookmark: _Hlk118465340][bookmark: _Hlk118464541][bookmark: _Hlk118298798][bookmark: _Hlk118465274]The idea of terrorism has changed people’s thoughts and opinions of what terrorism is? Who are terrorists? what do they do? What differentiates war from terrorism? One of the main definitions of “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” stated (Cooper, 2001).  Cooper also stated that there are newer ways of creating fear and awful ways in populations (Cooper, 2001). He added that in addition to using weapons, there are other methods of targeting people, such as cyberterrorism. which he characterised as assaults on the computer systems, on which society depends increasingly on (Cooper, 2001). Whereas the legal definition of terrorism is the “use or threat of an action, both in and outside of the United Kingdom, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public and for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological cause. Under the Terrorism Act 2000” (2021). According to the UK Parliament, the following criteria must qualify for someone to be labelled a terrorist, and they must be proven in a terrorism trial. Which is the level of seriousness of violence against the person or risk to the safety of the public, the use of firearms or explosives, if the threat was made to influence any government, and lastly, the purpose of the action (2021) . Cooper's definition is much more inclusive than the legal definition of terrorism, which is how they differ from one another. According to Cooper’s definition majority of the illegal act will be classified as terrorists (Cooper, 2001) . whereas in the legal approach they must go through a terrorism trial and if they meet the criteria and the requirements they will then be prosecuted and labelled as a terrorist.
[bookmark: _Hlk118465872] Dr. Boaz Gano described terrorism as “Terrorism is the deliberate and systematic assault on civilians to inspire fear for political ends”(Schmid, 2006).  as mentioned, politicians are affected by terrorism to make political goals. Dr. Boaz Ganor also stated, “terrorism is the intentional use of, or threat to use violence against civilians or target civilians, to attain political aims” (Schmid, 2006). This political definition was based on three key components: which are the threats that are used to cause violence since it was declared that anything that does not involve violence will not be categorised as terrorism (Schmid, 2006). Secondly, the aim of the terrorist activity is politically based which suggests any violence that has no political aims will be labelled as a criminal offence (Schmid, 2006). Lastly, terrorists deliberately target civilians, the suggested definition underlines that terrorism is an act deliberately directed at civilians, not the consequence of accidental harm on a civilian or a group of civilians who fell into an area of violent political action (Schmid, 2006).  This will not be considered terrorism. The academic perspective of terrorism agreed that it’s a form of political violence (Crenshaw, 1992).

 After researching extensively, the definitions of terrorism identify violence against a person and are a crucial point of agreement. Dr. Boaz Gano and academic perspectives are similar they both think that political motivations are behind terrorist activities. Cooper claims that cyberterrorism, for example, is a form of nonviolent terrorism; in contrast, the political perspective views anything that does not include violence as a crime. This is a significant distinction between the two definitions.
[bookmark: _Hlk118467592]The key implication of Cooper's definition of terrorism, according to research, is that the majority form of acts might be classified as terrorism (Cooper, 2001) . This shows how the definition of terrorism is broad, thus anyone who commits any illegal act may be classified as a terrorist. if the crime meets the criteria of terrorism, this is one of the fundamental problems of defining terrorism.  According to some of the research whilst defining terrorism, they have neglected public opinion and their understanding of terrorism (Huff, 2017). The majority of the definition is either legal or political, as a result, the general public has little voice. Given that people are typically the major targets, this can be viewed as an implication. Dr. Kshitij Prabha mentioned in his article it’s easy to recognise terrorism but very difficult to define it (Prabha, 2008) as there are different meanings. Critically researching one of the downsides of defining terrorism is that there isn’t a common definition for everyone (Schmid, 2004). This is considered a fundamental problem with defining terrorism because to develop an international strategy there needs to be a general understanding of terrorism. It is hard to create or implement international accords against terrorism without a definition. Without an agreement, it will be difficult to plan an international strategy (Schmid, 2004) because of inconsistencies and double standards in how the term is used, it is difficult to define terrorism (Ramsay, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk118467865]Jean Charles De Menezes was wrongly suspected to be a suicide bomber by the Metropolitan Police, he was killed at sight by the police officer (Kennison, 2007). Therefore, it was argued that the power of the police was reasonableness at the time of the shooting. Due to killing an innocent person the power of police officers is now restricted to shooting to kill (Kennison, 2007). This statement indicates that the UK Police Force has a lack of understanding of terrorism.
[bookmark: _Hlk118470152][bookmark: _Hlk118468569][bookmark: _Hlk118469246]One of the biggest terrorist organisations is Al Qaeda, which was founded by Osama Bin Laden in the 1980s. The follower of Al Qaeda is Sharia Muslims (Barber, 2015). a few years later, Al Qaeda merged with other terrorist groups such as Jihad, and Islamic State to declare war against United State. At the time there wasn’t enough information about Al Qaeda and its plans (Barber, 2015). In September 2001 (known as 9/11) Al Qaeda attacked the World Trade Centre which included the tallest building known as the twin Towers(Kean, 2004). In this terrorist attack, Al Qaeda hijacked four airplanes and crashed two of the planes into the top floor of the World Trade Centre(Kean, 2004). When the passengers on the fourth plane learned that it had been hijacked, they attempted to fight back, which caused the plane to crash in a Washington empty field. Overall, More than 2,600 people died at the World Trade Centre, 125 died at the Pentagon and 256 died on the four planes(Kean, 2004). Evidence suggests that the terrorist used technology and the internet to carry out their operation and send messages via internet (Thomas, 2003). After the 9/11 attacks, the US began a Global War on Terror, with Al Qaeda as its primary target and many other countries agreed including UK. Al Qaeda creates long-term economic and political damage to the countries in which they operate by killing, creating fear in a larger number of people to pursue their political, military, and religious goals (Siebert et al., 2017). The ideology of Al Qaeda is to gather all the Muslims to help kill Americans and their Allies (Siebert et al., 2017). Al Qaeda’s goal is to create an Islamic caliphate, expanding the umma the whole Islamic community and change the way the world would look in the future. They therefore, think that until the influence of the United States and other western countries is eliminated, this cannot happen (Burke, 2004)
[bookmark: _Hlk118470412][bookmark: _Hlk118469740]The other biggest terrorist organisation is the ISIS which Is known as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. ISIS is a group of people who uses violence to achieve their goals and gain power the group was formally known as Al Qaeda in Iraq and was founded by Abu Masab al-Zarqawi (Yayla, 2015). After Zarqawi was killed in an airstrike by the US in 2006, Abu Ayyub al-Masri took over as leader and changed the group's name to ISI, which stands for the Islamic state of Iraq (Yayla, 2015). According to the article more than 500 females have joined ISIS (Peresin, 2015). The leader of ISIS, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, gathered Muslim females worldwide to do their duty and travel to the new Caliphate in order to help establish its infrastructure, economy, and army for jihad. The aim of the ISIS terrorist group is to make a new society where they respect women and allow them to live honourably. Zehra Dunman, a 21-year-old woman talks about how western societies have failed and didn’t allow them to practice Islam in peace (Peresin, 2015). For example, the ban on wearing a hijab and burqa in France. As she also stated she wants to live under Shariah and this will won’t happen in Europe (Peresin, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk118472055]After researching intensively, it was discovered that by using the internet, the terrorist group carry out their plans and recruit new members (2012). For example, in 9/11 Al Qaeda used the internet to communicate, coordinate the attack, and got information on the flight’s time and date (Williams, 2014).  They post on share media to encourage young people to join. ISIS supporters also use Facebook, Instagram, Kik, WhatsApp, YouTube, SureSpot, Ask.FM, Tumblr, and other alternative sites to encourage new members to join them by promising them a new Caliphate.  One of the prime targets was Shamima Begum who was influenced by the internet she was a British citizen, who fled to Syria to join the ISIS. In 2019 she tried to come to UK, as a result of joining the ISIS UK authorities stripped her citizenship (Mercedes Masters, 2020) This case is a key example of how young children can easily be influenced via the internet. Secondly, due to the influence of social media, there’s been numerous attacks in the United Kingdom by Lone Wolf.  Between February 2015 and August 2016, lone-wolf terrorists who declared their allegiance to the IS carried out several assaults across Europe they kill indiscriminately (Zeman, 2017). On 22nd March 2017, there was an attack by a lone wolf at Westminster Bridge. Followed by the 23rd May 2017 Manchester Arena Suicide Bombing with the recent attack on 20th June 2020 at Reading Park.
To conclude, the search for the two terrorist group and their ideology, structure, and methods fits with the definitions of terrorism. First of all, both terrorist groups had one thing in common which was killing innocent people/civilians. which falls under the Coopers and the Legal definition of terrorism.
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