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Introduction

Within this essay exploring body worn cameras in Evidence Based Policing, exploring the key benefits that body worn cameras can produce as well as negative factors that can occur. What do they help with, how is it helpful are they as beneficial as they are made to believe? Are they really as helpful towards Evidence Based Policing as it seems, the answers to all of these queries are to follow as we take a further look into the reality of wearing a body worn camera.













The usage of body worn cameras (body worn video) is now a well established and leading part of the way that officers and staff gather vital evidence on a daily basis in policing. According to sources body worn cameras were slowly introduced during 2005. By collecting audio and video data during meetings with the public allowing the police to use their findings collectively and co ordinately. British Police were amongst the first to conduct experiment and test body worn cameras beginning in Plymouth between 2005 and 2006, Plymouths basic command unit deemed their positive results from their initial studies “Plymouth Head Camera Project” for 7 months 300 trained officers shared 50 of the purchased body worn cameras between them recording 3,054 incidents during the study itself. It had placed goals to be achieved within the study these being, to provide police officers with optical evidence reducing bureaucracy, improving sanction detections, streamlining the criminal justice process, reducing challenges that face Police officers in court, increase early guilty pleas meaning reducing Police time and court, reducing malicious complaints made against officers and the incidence of violent crime. (Michael D. White, PhD).
There is many principles according to the college of policing that follow alongside the usage of body worn videos thus being, that the usage of body worn video is legal and part of the common law, all data is processed and managed in line with data protection legislation and NPCC digital and physical evidence retention guidance, the bulk usage of body worn video will be evident and clear to the public, the usage of body worn video will be used proportionately, legitimately and when necessary with officers using common sense and comprehensive judgement to use devices appropriately  (College of Policing). 
Body worn cameras are used to inform policing in many ways they will be worn daily by officers when attending such incidents as road traffic accidents, stop and searching vehicle’s, planned arrests, searching property and land, critical incidents, when force has had to be used against a suspect or a property and domestic abuse. Whilst using the body worn cameras for all of these types of incidents it will provide sufficient and valid evidence for investigations of offences, suspected offences, transparency of having valid proof retained, and a less weighted written report of incidents (Metropolitan Police).
Body worn cameras can also play vital parts in future evidence, for example if a previously known suspect who had already been charged with another wrongful act was under investigation for a new suspected crime or was the victim of a crime the body worn video evidence from previous can be bought back up to support officers suspicions and theories e.g. to know what their previous charges were what the arrests were made for, items found within the property of the person.
Whilst it seems that there are so many positives to body worn cameras there are also the negatives where it cannot be used as a valid evidential source. Taken from Diana Miranda (POLICING AND SOCIETY2022, VOL. 32, NO. 1, 18–34) she discusses the challenges of body worn cameras with police officers with rural areas, some of these being if you are the only officer attending a domestic situation or another your only source of backup is the body worn camera this being the positive part but the negatives are knowing that within rural areas it majority of the time is not very well lit which makes it challenging to view the body cam evidence that has been recorded, the only thing that can be heard is the recorded audio, a lot of the time because of the footage being to “blurred and grainy” it is then unusable. Another negative to body worn cameras stated by another officer within this piece is that the software can cause hours of delay with downloading and uploading footage because it’s a slow software that is used within the cameras. It seems that within this document there is a major issue that could cause many consequences for officers as well as victims, “encryption” a officer states that the device he is using is actually a camera on a usb stick that is unencrypted which if exposed could cause major damage to the police as well as broken trust from the public after all nobody expects to be recorded and have that exposed especially if its sexual or nonconsensual or a minor. Either way regardless of what being the evidence that’s been recorded it should not be under any circumstance standing a chance of becoming viral and leaving victims and witnesses vulnerable this is a major issue that should be addressed immediately if it hasn’t already.  The body worn camera clearly has negative impacts on the police force members with some of them claiming it to be “bulky” “switches easily on” and needing to be upgraded before other officers just don’t want to “engage in it”. Whilst new upgraded devices have been implemented within certain police forces there is also causes for concerns for these from officers who feel they are still not good enough one officer expresses his major concern over the lights on body worn camera as a firearms officer he states that the device will flash green and red using a scenario as a example if he were to be on raid or has a target in front of him in a dark garden with a weapon the flashing lights on the device expose him almost instantly to the target. 
Within the NPCC guidance published October 2022 DCC Jim Colwell has created a document for all forces to use and reflect grow, share and expand their uses of body worn cameras as its clear there is acknowledgment that the usage of cameras has not been easy going. Within this document the reality of body worn cameras is stated to be “a vital tool” for policing, protecting the public by granting all interactions to be recorded and assessed, guaranteeing powers are used appropriately and protecting officers from bogus claims of mistreating the public.  The Commission verified that body worn cameras is used changeably across police forces and not sufficiently in routine police inquiries. He states that body worn cameras should be worn more often and wider within forces so that communities can trust that officers are trustworthy and are willing to hold themselves accountable for any misconducts. With the effective use of this reflective practice and learning can be achieved. There are also a few impacts that are suggested that forces may want to consider within their usage of body worn cameras including the publics opinions are they satisfied within their communities, the volume of hate crimes and incidents, domestic abuse crimes and incidents as well as complaints in relation to stop and search, these are all something that the forces need to engage in trying to resolve lower and assure the public with. 
Positive impacts for body worn cameras within policing, according to a survey conducted over 800 UK Police officers with the response of 123 officers interviewed stated that by them wearing their body worn cameras they felt safer and confident knowing if fake complaints or unnecessary complaints were made they had the video evidence to back them up and prevent further actions being taken, they also state how wearing their cameras in a incident and capturing it all within the video saved them from even having to interview because it was all captured within the evidence on the video so the offence was valid saving the officers time. Another officer states how using video evidence as part of a handover package was much more than a statement or handover sheet because they could see for themselves what was said and the behaviour of people. Body worn video camera footage is stated as extremely important for victimless prosecutions especially when there has been repeats within the past. Body worn cameras in evidence based policing can be positive within acting as a deterrence officers state that sometimes those that are being “loud and abusive” will either listen to a officer stating they are being recorded or easily notice it on the officer in control and will then calm down and talk rationally although officers do say this isn’t always the way it can head the other direction where they are given more abuse instead because of wearing their cameras (The Police Journal: Theory, Practice and Principles).




















Conclusion 


Whilst there is many factors pointing out that there is most defiantly a few downsides to body worn cameras especially within the complaints against software and a certain amount possibly being unencrypted which is quite concerning after researching about it, I would hope that the police have used that article and thought about what consequences could be caused from the actions, I believe that even though the statement via one officer is that the software is a little out of date and causes a few back logs and extra time that in our ever revolving years technology is increasingly changing for the better and will be adapted to suit Policing more simply and better for both staff and the public. Whilst another officer feels somewhat uneasy with the lights on the camera I can also understand the reasons behind them being there a signal to show officers they are on and working a signal to show the public they are also on and working and recording when necessary it could be a catastrophe if a body worn cam wasn’t working in certain incidents so for both officers and public safety its vital that there is some type of signal that the device is correctly working.
The factors that come into this essay of positivity towards police body cams completely outweigh the negatives in my opinion, there is a lot to count in the fact that police officers can spend more time trying to help the UK prevent crime by having the cameras evidence to cut back on paper work, interviews to present in court saving time and money by using it as complete evidence where needed for criminals, the facts that body worn cameras can be a major deterrent helping secure the officers safety and save them from a lot of daily abuse, the evidence that has been stored on files can be bought back up at anytime rather than officers going through mounds of paperwork and files where needed especially with reoccurring offenders. A mass of complaints is made towards Police staffing each year with a major part of them being false or inaccurate this small device can save a lot of staff being suspended put under scrutiny and have a lot of negative impacts on their career’s health and mentality a false allegation can be backed up almost immediately and rectified. A lot of public especially the elderly entrusts in the Police, and I believe that by seeing a camera it also helps them to trust more and feel safer and to know that for both parties they are almost protected by that camera. I believe that body worn cameras are a crucial part of modern-day society and within Evidence Based Policing helping with crime reduction, safety of Police and of public citizens relied on heavily at present and soon I believe that body worn cameras will continue to evolve and provide closure for all that need it as and when.




References 

Diana Miranda (2022) Body-worn cameras ‘on the move’: exploring the contextual, technical and ethical challenges in policing practice, Policing and Society, 32:1, 18-34, DOI: 10.1080/10439463.2021.1879074
https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/bwv/body-worn-video-bwv/how-and-when-bwv-cameras-are-used/
Harrison, K., L’Hoiry, X., & Santorso, S. (2022). Exploring the impact of body-worn video on the everyday behaviours of police officers. The Police Journal, 95(2), 363–377. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032258X211000834
https://www.npcc.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/publications/publications-log/2022/body-worn-video-guidance.pdf
https://bigbrotherwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Smile-Youre-on-Body-Worn-Camera-Part-II-Police-II.pdf
https://www.college.police.uk/research/crime-reduction-toolkit/body-worn-cameras
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/police-officer-body-worn-cameras-assessing-evidence

