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This assignment will give a critical response to the changes that would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector if the Basque model were to be adopted. Primarily, the need for a change in the way in which Welsh is taught in an English medium schools is evident.  Many Welsh Government reports including (2017c) and (2016) emphasise the current weakness of teaching and learning with its failure to produce confident, welsh speakers beyond those in welsh medium education.  
The Basque model is an approach used in Spain which “aims to ensure that pupils leave formal schooling able to communicate adequately and effectively in Basque and Spanish” (Hopwood et al, 2018, p.30). The emphasis on both native languages is what makes this approach so effective and something that needs to be further developed in Wales.  The schools within this model are categorised into A, B and D schools which are based on the language of instruction. Model A schools are where instruction is entirely through the medium of Spanish; Basque is taught for 3 hours a week.  In relation to schools within Wales this is where an English- medium school would currently sit. Model D schools are instructed through the medium of Basque with Spanish as a compulsory subject, which is likewise in Wales to the concepts within a Welsh medium school.  However the Basque model also has model B schools, which is where the concept differs from the educational system in Wales.  In such, Basque is taught as a subject as well as 30% - 40% of the curriculum also being taught through the medium of Basque.   Consequently, many of model A schools are “becoming less popular” due to the increasing amount of children now attending model B and D schools instead, suggesting that the teaching in model A school is being deemed unsatisfactory (Hopwood et al, 2018, p.26).  Thus, highlighting that the current approach to teaching Welsh in English medium schools could also be seen as inadequate. Currently there is inequality whereby only pupils who attend Welsh-medium schools can be sure of becoming confident speakers of both Welsh and English, hence suggesting a different approach should be considered. However if the Basque model was to be adapted into English medium schools many points would need to be considered in order to ensure its effectiveness. 
For all educators to implement the Basque model effectively they must be able to put into practice Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL).  An approach used in the model based on an incorporation of language immersion and content-based education, where by the wider curriculum content is taught through a language other than the pupils’ main language (Hopwood et all 2008).  In order for educators to incorporate welsh into 30- 40% of the curriculum, teachers would require much more knowledge and skills in the language. The Welsh Government (2017, p.12) long-term plan by 2050 is for the Welsh language to be thriving in all aspects of life, with a million people speaking it.  Education plays a main role in a one of three themes to help reach the target with recommendations hoping to “Increase the number of primary teachers who can teach in Welsh from 2,900 to 3,900 by 2031 and 5,200 by 2050”.  Lightbown and Spada (1999) emphasis that second language learners improve their own knowledge more sufficiently when they interact in the language with those who are more knowledgeable than themselves, such as a teacher.  Yet, Donaldson (2015) highlights that the knowledge of second language linguistics and teaching methods are very limited for many educators with majority lacking confidence and the required skills.  Nevertheless, schemes are available to educators to help improve their Welsh language skills and ability to teach through the medium of Welsh.  The Sabbatical Scheme for Welsh Language has had a significant investment into giving teachers the opportunity to improve their welsh (UWTSD 2017). Estyn (2016) supports these schemes stating that they have made a helpful contribution to improving school provisions across Wales, whereby the schemes allows for a school to gain a co-ordinator to help steer them in the right direction.  Not only is this but ‘Y Pod-antur Cymraeg’ is also a scheme available to help teachers develop Welsh-medium teaching in English medium schools. Welsh Government (2016a) research into the scheme found that participates found the course increased their confidence and enhanced their ability in teaching Welsh. However, it could be argued that one teacher enhancing their own welsh does not improve the ability for all educators in the system to teach Welsh effectively. For this to be the case more training would need to be required through teacher training. Furlong (2015) supports this emphasising that the overall current education provision it not of sufficient quality needed to serve the needs of Wales, suggesting changes need to be made for the future if the approach to teaching is to change.
Moreover, if teachers did have the knowledge to teach effectively, currently English- medium schools are not given enough time to teach the welsh language to the level desired by the Government. Welsh Government (2013) supports stating that the time allocated to teach the language is insufficient. Therefore for the Basque approach to be implemented more time would be needed to develop the language within English-medium education.  Lewis (2014) response to this difficulty states that equal status for Welsh second language will be granted in the new curriculum ensuring that it has the same prominence as other subjects. The evolvement of the curriculum highlights many recommendations to be met in order to develop the welsh language within the new curriculum.   However, it could be argued that even if there was more time to teach the language, many children in English-medium schools lack the enjoyment and motivation for learning Welsh due to it being seen as superfluous; without the children’s enthusiasm teaching of the the language could be very different.  In reality we want children to see bilingualism as additive; the ideas they are adding to their skills without losing anything they already know (Cook 2008).  
Improving the awareness among young people, is a common theme found through research, declaring that the value attached to the Welsh language needs to be enhanced and the purpose strengthened, to ensure all children have a sense of identity to the language and that there is a heightened focus on its commercial value beyond the classroom (Donaldson 2015), (Welsh Government 2012) and (Welsh Government 2017a).  A change towards a CLIL approach used by the Basque model would allow this to be strengthened as it allows the learning of the language to become meaningful and relatable for children to understand, enjoy and use in the real world (Richards and Rodgers 2001).  However, currently in English-medium schools the learning of welsh does not foster this and welsh being used outside the classroom is unusual.  As a result, more support would be needed outside of school to help further their motivation and support interest.  Welsh Government (2012) supports this highlighting that second language should not just be associated with education and therefore more social opportunities should be provided to allow children to install interest and positive attitudes.   In English medium schools Welsh language needs to be at the heart of not just the school but also the community (Welsh Government 2017b). EWR (2019 ) also favours this need suggesting it is one of the main factor in The Cymraeg Campus Language Charter that helps promote welsh in English medium school, the scheme offers a range of enriching activities that are enjoyable for the children but are also involving the whole community.    
In this case, support for parents would as a result also need to be improved in order to support the implementation of this approach, as many parents may have had no experiences with Welsh through their education. This is a key factor in the Basque model, which allows language lessons and examinations to Basque citizens outside the school-based system.  Baker (2000) highlights how parents’ interest, thoughts and encouragement are vital in helping to develop their child’s second language. Though, Welsh Government (2010, p.19) suggest one key recommendation that is needed in English-medium education is “to increase provision of the teaching of Welsh to families.” In addition, likewise findings from parents considering education for their children emphasis that there is insufficient encouragement or support to families to choose or understand Welsh-medium education with “not enough being done to promote the advantages of Welsh-medium education, particularly to non-Welsh speaking parents” and as a result causing them to deter away from Welsh education (Welsh Government 2016b, p.60).  Nevertheless, Estyn (2018) recognise good practice to schools who aim to make families involved in the learning. There report discusses how a school in Bridgend demonstrates effective practice by providing workshops to family members to discuss any issues, as well as having partnerships with local colleges for parents/carers to attend Welsh courses for free if they wish to enhance their knowledge in order to support their children. 

In conclusion, a key change within statutory education is a main focus for the Welsh government in order to reach their aim of a million Welsh speakers by 2050.  One point includes increasing the number of young children in English-medium schools that acquire the welsh language as well as its aim to ensure that more bilingual schools instruct a higher proportion of the curriculum through welsh, these suggestion would be favoured if the Basque model was developed in Wales (Welsh Government, 2013).  However, if the model was to be introduced changes would need to be considered to ensure its effectiveness. Overall, the writer’s recommendations for changes include ensuring educationalists have more knowledge and skills in the language to be able to teach it sufficiently, bring achieved through more welsh training schemes, as well as having higher requirements and expectations in the language during initial teaching training.   In addition, ensuring new curriculum recommendations are put in place into school is a necessity, allowing there to be an equal balance of teaching between all areas of the curriculum and as a result more time dedicated to the language. Finally, an aspect the writer feels strongly about is the need for a greater Welsh ethos within schools and the wider community, ensuring a stronger value of the language is developed for all, with improvement of services for families who want to help support their children.
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