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Evaluation of Social Media Links – Jacob Levi Winter

Instagram
Instagram is a visual based platform designed for the sharing of visuals. Instagram can be an informal way to share your work with others. Overtime, you can build up portfolios, allowing potential collaborators to easily access your work which can lead to new working opportunities.
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Fig.1: Instagram profile.
The image-based nature of the app lends itself to visual artists in a way that’s more appealing when compared to other social media sites. As well as being useful for sharing your own work, Instagram can be good for staying up to date with others as they share artworks of their own. However, despite Instagram’s uses, there are factors with that can be off-putting when using the platform. 
Whilst being a good source for finding inspiration, it can become overwhelming due to the large amount of information available, and the speed at which new photos and videos are added. As its feed is constantly being updated, this can make the user feel like there is a pressure or obligation to post regularly in fear falling out of the algorithms.
Although Instagram offers the option of saving other’s posts, the nature of the menus can make it difficult to access and organise them. Instagram offers a wealth of potential inspiration, but the design of the platform is not as user friendly as other sites, and the nature of the app can be overwhelming.

Pinterest 
Pinterest is an image sharing platform with main purpose of providing inspiration and ideas. The benefit of using Pinterest is that it gives you the ability to source images from across the web whilst remaining within one platform.
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Fig.2: Pinterest Profile.
On Pinterest, you can save visuals that you like into specific boards, which can then be labelled and easily organised. I have found it to be a very useful tool to collate visuals and ideas which can inspire my own practice. As you save more images, the algorithm gains a better understanding of what you are interested in, which can make finding relevant visuals easier. However, this can also mean that the algorithm can become too focused on specific things, and therefore tailor your ideas whereby it becomes less creative and more rigid.
 I find Pinterest to be more user friendly than Instagram due to its simple layout and dedicated purpose. However, both platforms are algorithm based, offering an endless source of information which can become overwhelming if usage is not limited. Another thing I like about Pinterest is that you can make boards collaborative, which can be good for sharing ideas for projects within a group.

Adobe Portfolio
I use Adobe Portfolio to host my professional website where I share my photography work. I like Adobe Portfolio due to the simplicity and efficiency of the platform’s website builder. The tools are easy to use, with an open access toolbar of options down the left-hand side. Multiple photographs can be added to a page, and pages can be added to the main homepage allowing for easy navigation.
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Fig.3: Adobe Portfolio profile.
Portfolio offers live visuals of the website as you update it, which make it easy to create a desired look and feel. While Portfolio’s emphasis is on visuals, there is still the option to have unlimited text coinciding with images.
As a dedicated portfolio website, the images are higher quality than platforms such as Instagram. However, an advantage of Instagram is discoverability, as users can more easily come across your work and profile, whereas with Portfolio, viewers need the specific web address. A potential negative of portfolio is a lack of complete control over what you can do with the website layout and format, however I don’t see this as an issue as I find it satisfactory for my needs.
Vimeo
Vimeo is a video hosting and sharing platform which I use to share any video work I create. I prefer to share my work on Vimeo rather than YouTube as it feels more professional. YouTube can feel cluttered and overwhelming, whereas Vimeo is sleeker and more concise in its design.
[image: Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated]
Fig.4: Vimeo profile.
Another advantage of Vimeo is that there are no adverts, which makes viewing work quicker and without distraction or inconvenient waiting times. The platform is also useful for finding other video artists work, due to its easy to navigate categories and layout.
A disadvantage of Vimeo is that it is less popular than YouTube, meaning that your work may have a lower audience reach. Additionally, there is a limited amount of storage space, meaning that you have to pay to upgrade after reaching a certain amount. However, as I do not upload frequently, I have not found this to be an issue.














Artist Statement – Jacob Levi Winter

Jacob Winter is a multi-disciplinary artist based in Swansea, South Wales. Primarily creating work through photographic means, they also explore and experiment with the potential of printmaking, sound, and video.
They are particularly drawn to using traditional methods to create work, such as photographing using film, recording video onto tapes, or manipulating sound by using effects pedals. Jacob favours a hands-on approach when creating work, which allows them to form a relationship with and appreciation for the medium/media in a way that they are unable to when using solely digital means and methods.
In 2022, Jacob created Nerve Endings - a zine focusing on the Swansea & South Wales music scene. Through this platform they have also started promoting their own gigs. Jacob is also a musician, playing in the garage rock band Kikker as well as creating their own solo work.

Artist statement for work in community exhibition Neighbourhood, Dyddiau Du, Cardiff, 2023:

Frantic uncertainty; being restless; unable to affect positive change. This work is an exploration into learning to accept and embrace liminality. 
By hand-holding the camera and using slow shutter speeds, the artist creates a sense of movement and restlessness representative of their personal experiences. Characteristics like heavy grain and differing levels of contrast are embraced during the editing process to further emphasise this state of being. 
The artist is drawn to photographing at night—interested in capturing the atmosphere created between light and dark. By working nocturnally, they embrace a mindset that they are unable to during the day. 

Artist statement for work in group exhibition Lost in Limbo, Dynevor, Swansea College of Art, 2023:

Dark Entries is an exploration of the urban environment at night. It is an ongoing body of work influenced by psychogeography and the notion of the drift.
By using a compact point-and-shoot camera, mechanical control is surrendered in favour of explorational freedom. This allows for the shutter to be pressed at any moment without the need to adjust settings, allowing for spontaneous shooting.
Handholding the camera in low light environments creates a factor of unpredictability. While some photos utilise flash to capture the forms of the subject matter, others are taken erratically, resulting in abstract outcomes.

Artist CV - Jacob Levi Winter

Biography 
I am a multi-disciplinary artist, current studying Photography in the Arts at Swansea College of Art. In my first year, my work explored themes surrounding gender and neurodiversity. Now, in my second year, my work has become focused on the exploration of the urban environment at night.
As I develop as an artist, I constantly find myself being drawn to new means and methods for creating work. Most recently I have been exploring the relationship that risograph printing can have with my photographic, collaged, and written work.
I take inspiration from the objects and forms that surround me, things that are often overlooked or disregarded, or have been made obsolete. For instance, my current body of work Dark Entries has found me drawn to forms and figures in the city that typically would receive no attention from the average passer-by. As I continue, I look to further explore new ways that my work can be created and displayed.

Education
2021-2024
BA in Photography in the Arts
Swansea College of Art

2019-2020
CertHE in Art & Design Foundation
Swansea College of Art

Group Exhibitions
2021 - Alternative Futures, Dynevor, Swansea College of Art.
Work: For the Love of Our Future (collage; screenprint)

2022 - Contemporary Challenges, Creative Bubble, Swansea.
Work: Existence is Burnout (collage; screenprint)

2022 - Out of Orderly Fashion, Parc Tawe Walkway, Swansea.
Work: Untitled (photographic print)

2023 - Swansea Open, Glynn Vivian, Swansea.
Work: Untitled (photographic print)

2023 - Neighbourhood, Dyddiau Du, Cardiff.
Work: Untitled (series of three photographic prints)

2023 - Lost in Limbo, Dynevor, Swansea College of Art.
Work: Dark Entries (series of risograph prints; digitised 35mm)


Music Photography
Festivals
2016: Standon Calling, Hertfordshire
2016: Victorious Festival, Southsea
2016: Hoy Fest, Cardiff
2017: Green Man Festival, Brecon
2017: Swn Festival, Cardiff
2017: Hoy Fest, Cardiff
2018: Swn Festival, Cardiff
2018: Wales Goes Pop, Cardiff
2019: Swn Festival, Cardiff
2021: Swansea Fringe Festival

Selected gigs
2016: Pixies, Cardiff International Arena
2017: DZ Deathrays, Hobos, Bridgend
2017: Idles, Standon Calling, Hertfordshire
2018: Shame, Rough Trade, Bristol
2018: Slaves, Tramshed, Cardiff
2019: Amyl and the Sniffers, Clwb Ifor Bach, Cardiff
2019: The Chats, Clwb Ifor Bach, Cardiff
2021: Pigs Pigs Pigs Pigs Pigs Pigs Pigs, Sin City, Swansea
2022: Only Fools and Corpses, The Bunkhouse, Swansea
2023: JOHN (TIMES TWO), The Bunkhouse, Swansea




























Current skills
Photography skills:
Knowledge of ISO, shutter speed, and aperture, and being able to manually adapt each to achieve a desired exposure; ability to load and shoot 35mm and 120 film using a variety of different cameras; familiarity with both black and white & colour film development processes; ability to scan film to create digital copies; familiarity with the darkroom printmaking process making process.
Digital skills: 
Experience with digital editing software such as Lightroom and Photoshop; experience with InDesign to create zines; experience with Premier Pro to create video.
Skills needed to further develop my practice:
Openness and willingness to explore new techniques, means, and methods; written skills – being able to articulate my ideas and processes; communication skills – being able to share and engage with others.
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