Chapter review and application to Egypt.





This essay discusses a chapter review while applying its content to the culture of ancient Egypt. The chapter is taken from the book ‘Ancient Complex Societies’, written by Jennifer C. Ross and Sharon R. Steadman. 

The title ‘Human Cultural Institutions: Critical Elements in Complex Society’. This links back to the title of the book, ‘Ancient Complex Societies’, with the critical elements being the subheadings in the chapter.

The chapter is introduced by explaining the authors’ definition of cultural institutions as it is stated in the chapter title. It describes how the chapter will evaluate the societal institutions in reference to ancient civilisations[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Ross, J. C.;  Steadman, S. R. (2017) ‘Ancient and  Complex Societies’. London: Taylor & Francis Group. p.6.] 


The authors describe the importance of kinship relationships and their effect on power, etc., in complex societies compared with less complex ones under the heading ‘Kinship, Social Networks and Social Differentiation’. In ancient Egypt kinship is important, as described by Weneke (2007)[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Wenke, R. F.; Olszewski, D. J. (2007) ‘Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years’. 5th Ed. Oxford: Oxford a University Press. p.370. ] 


Religion and ritual is discussed under the next heading of the same name. It states how religion was centralised and structured in complex societies, therefore making Egypt a complex society This was very important in Ancient Egyptian culture, as mentioned in the chapter and by Shaw (2004) that the pharaohs emphasised their close link with the gods and they built grand tombs for the afterlife[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Shaw, I. (2004) ‘The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt’. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p.99.] 


Economic organisations is addressed next by the authors briefly, with the original definition meaning the household resources. This was used to link to the next heading, a discussion of resources, raw materials and labour. Irrigation was used in agriculture along he Nile in ancient Egypt. According to Wengrow the materials used in Egypt were limestone, bronze, gold and lapis lazuli to name a few[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Wengrow, D. (2010) ‘What Makes Civilization?’ Great Britain: Clays Ltd. ] 


Under the heading ‘Technology and Craft Production’ the authors discuss archeological definitions in terms of raw materials and the development of architectural strictures and art. In ancient Egypt has many examples of this, one of which is the Great Sphinx of Giza, a limestone statue thought to have been built circa 2500 BC during the Old Kingdom and the 4th Dynasty[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Wilkinson, T. (2010) ‘The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt: The History of a Civilisation from 3000BC to Cleopatra’. London: CPI Group. p.91. ] 


The authors next address exchange in complex societies, focussing on the methods, definitions and evidence in the ancient world. It is stated that exchange was more likely an exchange of goods or services as opposed to money in antiquity, as coinage was developed in the 1st millennium BC. According to Wengrow (2010) exchange was prevalent, for example between Egypt and Lebanon[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Wengrow, D. (2010) ‘What Makes Civilization?’ Great Britain: Clays Ltd. pp.19-20, p.108. ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The topic of economic differentiation and complexity mentions the presence of wealth inequality in complex societies in terms of materials, labour and land, among other aspects. Political organisation and complexity is also discussed. The authors define this as being based on leadership and the recognition of the populace of the authority held by the political power. In Egypt, officials represented the power held by the pharaoh[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Charvát, P. (2013) ‘The Birth of the State: Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, India and China’. 1st English Ed. Prague: Charles University in Prague, Karolinum Press. p.68. ] 


The authors address the dimensions of political complexity, with a focus on centralisation, differentiation and integration. Centralisation is prominent throughout most of Egyptian history, with the pharaoh holding sole power. Differentiation is present in the hierarchical levels in Egyptian society[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Wenke, R. F.; Olszewski, D. J. (2007) ‘Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind’s First Three Million Years’. 5th Ed. Oxford: Oxford a University Press. p.370. ] 


The authors conclude the chapter by summarising the chapter as well as introducing the content in the following chapter. 
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