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[image: ]Left: Small pottery face front with scale 
(Williams, 2025, fig.1)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Kip Williams, Image of Item CCM 175.96, with Scale, 2025.] 

Right: Small pottery face back with scale (Williams, 2025, fig.2)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Kip Williams, Image of Item CCM 175.96, from the Back, 2025.] 
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above: small pottery face side profile (Williams, 2025, fig.3)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Kip Williams, Image of Item CCM 175.96, from the Side, 2025.] 


Small Pottery Face	
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM 175.996 
Object type: head connected to funerary mask
Material: Marl Clay A3
Period: 17th -18th Dynasty (late second intermediate period- new Kingdom, proposed)
Provenance: Upper Egypt
Dimensions: 5.6 x 5.4 x 4cm 
Object analysis by Kip Williams
Description
This object is a small object in a head shape, with only one ear present. It is a very light beige-grey colour, has a slightly rough limestone-like texture, with small black and red grain found throughout. It is chopped off at the forehead, has eyes, nose and a mouth, and is also slightly raised above the eyes. There is damage to the chin area, and ink found in spaces such as the inner corner of both eyes, the outer corner of one eye, and the sides of the face, where the colour of the object goes more grey. The back of the object is rougher in texture, with a smooth indent the width of an index finger, and the height of approx. 3cm. 
This object is similar to ones found in tombs around Upper Egypt (In Beni Hasan[footnoteRef:4], Qubbet El-Hawa[footnoteRef:5], and Abydos[footnoteRef:6]) and is predicted to be a part of a funerary mask of the early Rishi design, with a disproportionately small face in a mask with feathers surrounding it. Due to the style, the item can be hypothesized to be from the late 17th to early 18th dynasty[footnoteRef:7][footnoteRef:8].  [4:  Garstang, Burial Customs of Ancient Egypt (University of Liverpool, 1907).]  [5:  Yolanda De La Torre Robles and others, A Decade of Excavations in Qubbet El-Hawa: The Results of the University of Jaén : Catalogue of the Exhibition, 2022 <https://investigacion.ujaen.es/documentos/6644fb311728a37d32cc9b23?lang=en>.]  [6:  Garstang, Burial Customs of Ancient Egypt.]  [7:  Aidan Dodson, ‘A Funerary Mask in Durham and Mummy Adornment in the Late Second Intermediate Period and Early Eighteenth Dynasty’, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, 84 (1998), p. 93, doi:10.2307/3822207.]  [8:  Gianluca Minaci, ‘The Iconography of the Rishi Coffins and the Legacy of the Late Middle Kingdom’, Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt 46, 2010 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/41431569>.] 

The material is likely marl A3, often made in the elephantine region, which also solidifies the concept of this object being from upper Egypt[footnoteRef:9]. Marl A3, especially type vb is often identified through it’s light colour, rough texture, and small black and red inclusions.[footnoteRef:10]  There are also mentions of this typer of object being produced outside of Egypt itself, towards the Nubia region, which means that there is a small chance this object could not be Egyptian at all[footnoteRef:11]. [9:  Teodozja Rzeuska, Grain, Water and Wine. Remarks on the Marl A3 Transport-Storage Jars from Middle Kingdom Elephantine, 2012 <https://www.academia.edu/1512978/Grain_water_and_wine_Remarks_on_the_Marl_A3_Transport_Storage_Jars_from_Middle_Kingdom_Elephantine?source=swp_share>.]  [10:  Janine Bourriau, Introduction Ancient Egyptian Pottery (2) (1993) <https://www.academia.edu/84542579/Janine_Bourriau_introduction_ancient_Egyptian_Pottery_2_>.]  [11:  Dodson, ‘A Funerary Mask in Durham and Mummy Adornment in the Late Second Intermediate Period and Early Eighteenth Dynasty’.] 

This object was likely made for a non-elite member of society, who may have earned an amount of wealth, but not a large amount. This can be seen through the expense of the clay used (inclusion levels), and the style of funerary mask it may have been from. 
Whilst this item is similar to a series of small faces found in upper Egypt, it does differ from them significantly in material. The majority of these faces which have been recorded are made of cartonnage: a mixture of linen and pastes, whereas this one is made of pottery. This could be an indication of the class of the individual, because those faces were also more intricately designed in general, and the cartonnage process likely would have cost more[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  De La Torre Robles and others, A Decade of Excavations in Qubbet El-Hawa: The Results of the University of Jaén : Catalogue of the Exhibition; Dodson, ‘A Funerary Mask in Durham and Mummy Adornment in the Late Second Intermediate Period and Early Eighteenth Dynasty’.] 

Similar items can also be seen in use as canopic jar lids, so there is a possibility that the hypothesis of a coffin lid is incorrect. This can be seen with items from across Egypt, usually in a marl clay material. This is not certain because the styles with faces on often depicted Gods and were not usually in a similar shape to the face.
 [image: A stone statue of a person

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] left: example of a canopic Jar lid (Dodson, 1994)
This face would have been important in the progression of the individual into the afterlife. There is very much so an importance placed upon the concept of maintaining the body of an individual after death, so having a representation of the individual after passing would have been extremely important for the progression of a composite self.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Nicola Harrington, Living with the Dead: Ancestor Worship and Mortuary Ritual in Ancient Egypt (Oxbow Books, 2013), VI <https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvh1ds21>.] 

The snapped off chin could be an indication of an additional beard attached, which would have been removed since, likely in the reuse process. This would have been a representation of the Akh, the spiritually pure version of an individual. Having a representation of this on a coffin would have been a wish for the individual to achieve the status of an ‘akh’, who was more powerful than the normal individual due to their moral piety[footnoteRef:14].  [14:  Harrington, Living with the Dead: Ancestor Worship and Mortuary Ritual in Ancient Egypt, VI.] 

The Ba can also be seen in the design of the coffin. These coffins very often have such a small face to make space for a design with large amount pf feathers, typically depicting the Ba bird ‘embracing’ the face[footnoteRef:15]. This is a symbol of protection and assurance that the ba will continue the legacy of the individual[footnoteRef:16].  [15:  Dodson, ‘A Funerary Mask in Durham and Mummy Adornment in the Late Second Intermediate Period and Early Eighteenth Dynasty’.]  [16:  Harrington, Living with the Dead: Ancestor Worship and Mortuary Ritual in Ancient Egypt, VI.] 

The notch in the back indicates that this item would have been slotted into a bump in the coffin. This would indicate that the face was an item of reuse. This could also connect to other versions of the faces, as there are instances of these faces being found without the wider context of a coffin in spaces such as Qubbet El-Hawa[footnoteRef:17], and Abydos[footnoteRef:18]. The concept of reusing funerary objects was not uncommon for the Egyptians, so it is likely that the same coffin had the face replaced at least once to save on money and materials[footnoteRef:19]. This also points to a non-elite, due to money-saving activities. [17:  De La Torre Robles and others, A Decade of Excavations in Qubbet El-Hawa: The Results of the University of Jaén : Catalogue of the Exhibition.]  [18:  Garstang, Burial Customs of Ancient Egypt.]  [19:  Kara Cooney, ‘When Is It OK to Recycle a Coffin? The Rules of the Reuse Game in Ancient Egypt - the Ancient Near East Today’, The Ancient Near East Today - Current News About the Ancient Past, 19 March 2025 <https://anetoday.org/recycle-coffin-egypt/>.] 

The remainders of black decoration around the eyes and face also have an important representation in understanding the object. Eye makeup was extremely common and important for all Egyptians, as a protection against the sun, but also as a representation of Horus, which would be a protective symbol[footnoteRef:20]. The paint along the sides could also be from the blending into a coffin, which is an important part of influencing the hypothesis of a coffin lid instead of a canopic jar. [20:  Engy El-Kilany and Enas Raoof, ‘Facial Cosmetics in Ancient Egypt’, Egyptian Journal of Tourism Studies, 16 (2017) <https://www.academia.edu/33510332/Facial_Cosmetics_in_Ancient_Egypt_By>.] 

Overall, the true purpose and understanding of this object has been hindered by pur lack of knowledge on the exact location and context in which it was found, but the conclusions which can be drawn lead to an understanding of it’s provenance, date, and position within the funerary sphere.
Bourriau, Janine, Introduction Ancient Egyptian Pottery (2) (1993) <https://www.academia.edu/84542579/Janine_Bourriau_introduction_ancient_Egyptian_Pottery_2_>
Cooney, Kara, ‘When Is It OK to Recycle a Coffin? The Rules of the Reuse Game in Ancient Egypt - the Ancient Near East Today’, The Ancient Near East Today - Current News About the Ancient Past, 19 March 2025 <https://anetoday.org/recycle-coffin-egypt/>
De La Torre Robles, Yolanda, and others, A Decade of Excavations in Qubbet El-Hawa: The Results of the University of Jaén : Catalogue of the Exhibition, 2022 <https://investigacion.ujaen.es/documentos/6644fb311728a37d32cc9b23?lang=en>
Dodson, Aidan, ‘A Funerary Mask in Durham and Mummy Adornment in the Late Second Intermediate Period and Early Eighteenth Dynasty’, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, 84 (1998), p. 93, doi:10.2307/3822207
El-Kilany, Engy, and Enas Raoof, ‘Facial Cosmetics in Ancient Egypt’, Egyptian Journal of Tourism Studies, 16 (2017) <https://www.academia.edu/33510332/Facial_Cosmetics_in_Ancient_Egypt_By>
Garstang, Burial Customs of Ancient Egypt (University of Liverpool, 1907)
Harrington, Nicola, Living with the Dead: Ancestor Worship and Mortuary Ritual in Ancient Egypt (Oxbow Books, 2013), VI <https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvh1ds21>
Minaci, Gianluca, ‘The Iconography of the Rishi Coffins and the Legacy of the Late Middle Kingdom’, Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt 46, 2010 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/41431569>
Rzeuska, Teodozja, Grain, Water and Wine. Remarks on the Marl A3 Transport-Storage Jars from Middle Kingdom Elephantine, 2012 <https://www.academia.edu/1512978/Grain_water_and_wine_Remarks_on_the_Marl_A3_Transport_Storage_Jars_from_Middle_Kingdom_Elephantine?source=swp_share>
Williams, Kip, Image of Item CCM 175.96, from the Back, 2025
——, Image of Item CCM 175.96, from the Side, 2025
——, Image of Item CCM 175.96, with Scale, 2025

image1.jpeg




image2.jpg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpg




