Appendices

Appendix 1 - Research lesson 1 observation schedule
Observer puts a 1 for case pupil one, 2 for case pupil 2 etc. in the box if they exhibit the stated behaviour for each teacher position 
Positive body language:           Teacher stood at front            Teacher sitting			Teacher stood at back		Teacher circulating
	Eyes on speaker 
	1,2,3
	2
	
	

	Appropriate posture 
	1,2,3
	1, 2
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Nonverbal response
	1,2
	
	
	

	Body is contained 
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3



Consistent Focus:
	Following instructions given
	
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	On task 
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Respectful when other pupils are speaking
	1,2,3
	1,2
	
	



Participation:
	Volunteering appropriately
	1,2 
	1,2
	
	

	Answers questions when called upon
	2
	1,2
	
	

	Following classroom routines 
	1,2
	1, 2, 3
	
	

	Pupil asks questions if they don’t understand
	
	1,2
	
	1,2



Student confidence:
	Working independently 
	
	
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Willing to share ideas
	1,2
	
	
	

	Having an opinion and feeling that it matters
	1,2
	
	
	

	Pupil asks teacher for help
	
	1,2,3
	
	2


Appendix 2 – Research lesson 2 observation schedule 
Observer puts a 1 for case pupil one, 2 for case pupil 2 etc. in the box if they exhibit the stated behaviour for each teacher position 

	Eyes on speaker 
	1,2,3
	2,3
	
	

	Appropriate posture 
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	
	1,2,3

	Nonverbal response
	3
	
	1,2
	

	Body is contained 
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3


Positive body language:           Teacher stood at front            Teacher sitting			Teacher stood at back		Teacher circulating 

Consistent Focus:
	Following instructions given
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	1,2
	1,2,3

	On task 
	1,3
	1,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Respectful when other pupils are speaking
	1,2,3
	1,2,3
	
	1,2,3



Participation:
	Volunteering appropriately
	1,2 ,3
	1
	
	1,2

	Answers questions when called upon
	1,2
	1,2
	
	

	Following classroom routines 
	1,2,3
	1,2, 3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Pupil asks questions if they don’t understand
	1
	1,2
	2
	1



Student confidence:
	Working independently 
	1,2,3
	1,3
	1,2,3
	1,2,3

	Willing to share ideas
	1
	
	
	1

	Having an opinion and feeling that it matters
	1
	1,2
	
	

	Pupil asks teacher for help
	2,3
	1,
	
	1,2


								1903194


Appendix 3 – Semi-structured focus group questions 

Understanding instructions
· Did you understand the instructions given during the lesson?
· Was there a point during the lesson where you didn’t understand the instructions or didn’t know instructions had been given?
· How do you feel about the teacher giving instructions while stood at the back of the classroom?
· How do you feel about the teacher giving instructions while sitting at the desk?

Understanding the examples
· How do you feel about the examples?
· Did the examples interest you? Why?
· Did you understand the examples?
· Did you understand the words used in the examples?
· Were you listening for all the examples?

Teacher support 
· Do you feel comfortable asking the teacher for help?
· Do you feel that the you can ask the teacher for help while she’s sat down at her desk? What about when she’s stood at the front?
· How do you feel about the teacher crouching next to you to help you with your work?
· How do you feel about the teacher standing behind you, looking at your work?
· How do you feel about the teaching walking around the classroom while you are working?

Attitude towards learning 
· How do you feel about learning?
· Do you learn best when the teacher is available to help you?
· Do you work harder if the teacher is sat at her desk, stood near you or walking around the classroom?
· If the teacher is sat at the desk, do you think she is paying attention to what you are doing?








Appendix 4 – Focus group 1 interview notes
Focus Group 1								 	20/01/2020
Understanding instructions 
· All pupils responded that they understood the instructions given during the lesson.
· Pupil 1A responded that at the beginning of the lesson they struggled to hear some of the instructions but overall feel that they understood the instructions well. Pupils 2A and 3A said they had no issues and agreed that they had a good overall understanding of the instructions given.
· All pupils said that they felt “fine” and “ok” with the teacher giving instructions while sat down at their desk. Pupil 1A said that it “makes it more clear” when the teacher gives instructions while stood at the front, pupils 2A and 3A agreed with this. Pupil 3A added that it is “better (when the teacher is stood up) for me to hear because I sit at the back.”.
· Pupils 1A and 2A said that they felt “fine” about the teacher giving instructions while stood at the back of the class. Pupil 2A stated that the teacher “doesn’t really do it much, but it’s ok when she does.”

Understanding the examples
· Pupils agreed the letter example was clear and Pupil 2A said that they “understood what I had to do for my letter.”. Pupils 1A and 3A said that the tree examples were a “little unclear at first”, Pupil 3A said that the trees were “small and a bit hard to read from the back.” 
· Pupils expressed mild interest in the examples 
· Pupils responded that they understood all the words used during the examples.
· Pupils responded that they were listening to all the examples given.

Teacher Support 
· All pupils replied that they feel comfortable asking the teacher for help generally. 
· Pupil 1A responded that they sometimes don’t want to interrupt the teacher “if she’s doing something else” to ask for help when the teacher is sat at her desk. Pupils 2A and 3A said they didn’t mind asking the teacher for help when she is sat at her desk. 
· Pupils responded that they feel comfortable asking for help when the teacher is stood at the front.
· Pupils responded that they feel “fine” and “ok” with the teacher crouching or kneeling down near them when helping them with their work. 
· Pupils 1A and 2A responded that they feel “nervous about doing it wrong” or “worried that they might make a mistake” when the teacher is stood behind them looking at their work. Pupil 3A said they were felt “okay” about it.
· Pupils responded that they felt “ok” and “fine” when the teacher circulates the classroom. Pupil 2A said that they “like it because it’s easier to ask the teacher for help.” 

Attitude towards learning 
· Pupils responded that they like learning. Pupils 1A and 2A that how much they like learning depends on “who I’m sat next to” and “the seating plan” 
· Pupils all agreed that they learn best when the teacher is available to help them. 
· Pupil 2A said that it “doesn’t matter where the teacher is” the other pupils then agreed that they don’t work harder depending on where the teacher is.
· If the teacher is sat at her desk pupil 1A said that she “might be paying attention to what you are doing if she’s not doing other work”. Pupil 2A said that “when someone asks for help the teacher doesn’t ignore them, so she must be paying attention.”. Pupil 3A said that the teacher “is probably paying attention, but not all the time.” 
































Appendix 5 – Focus group 2 interview notes
Focus Group 2 								29/01/2020
Understanding instructions
· All pupils responded that they understood the instructions given during the lesson on the whole.
· Pupil 2B said that they didn’t understand the instructions given at certain points “when other people were talking by me”. The pupils agreed that they don’t always understand instructions if the teacher has been interrupted.
· Pupil 1B said that “it doesn’t make a difference” to their understanding of the instructions if the teacher gives the instructions while stood at the back of the classroom.
· Pupil 1B said that “it’s better if you’re (the teacher is) stood up, it makes you listen more because you’re (the teacher is) more in charge.” Pupil 2B agreed with this statement adding that “when you’re stood up it gives you more authority”. 

Understanding the examples 
· Pupil 1B said that “examples are important because you need to see something to understand it and see how you worked it out, not just the answer.” Pupil 3B agreed that the examples “help you understand”. Pupil 2B said that “before, in primary, we did a lot of work in booklets, without examples first and I like this way better. I understand it more.”
· Pupils responded that they understood all the words used in the examples, Pupil 2B said “there were some words I didn’t know at the beginning, but Miss explained them in the examples.” 
· Pupils responded that they were listening to all the examples.

Teacher support
· All pupils responded that they feel comfortable asking the teacher for help. Pupil 1B said that “there is no such thing as a stupid question.” 
· When the teacher is sat at the desk pupil 1B said that “they feel more uncomfortable asking a question, like if the teacher is doing her work you don’t want to interrupt her.” Pupil 2B said that when the teacher is sat at her desk asking for help “makes more of a scene, everyone hears your question or like if you have to go up to her desk.” Pupil 3B agreed with the other pupils but said that “I don’t mind asking for help if the teacher doesn’t look busy.” While the teacher is sat at her desk.
· Pupils responded that they preferred to ask questions or for help when the teacher is stood at the front of the class compared to sat at her desk
· Pupils said that they felt most comfortable asking for help when the teacher is circulating the classroom. Pupil 2B said “it’s easier to ask questions or for help.” Pupil 1B said “like if I know the teacher is coming around, I can ask her then if I’m stuck.” 
· When the teacher is stood behind you looking at your work Pupil 1B said that they “feel a bit nervous, like if you’ve just crossed something out, you don’t want to be wrong.” Pupil 2B confirmed that they “didn’t want to make a mistake if the teacher is watching.” Pupil 3B said that it didn’t really bother them. 

Attitude towards learning
· Pupil 1B responded that “I really like learning and I really like school, I want to learn.” Pupil 2B responded that they “like learning much more now because we do different things. I like this way of learning with the powerpoints and the teacher explaining more.” 
· Pupils responded that they feel they learn better when the teacher is available to help them. Pupil 1B said “if you’re stuck you can’t learn if the teacher isn’t there to help you.”
· Pupils said that they work hardest when the teacher is walking around the classroom looking at their work. Pupil 1B explained that this is “because I know the teacher is there to help me and that she cares about what I’m doing.” Pupil 3B said that “when the teacher is walking around you work harder because you don’t want to get in trouble if she sees you not doing anything.” 
· The pupils said that they think other pupils in the class “take advantage” when the teacher is sat at her desk and appears to be doing other things. Pupil 1B said “everyone will like talk more and maybe not do all the questions when they think the teacher isn’t paying attention.”
· Pupil 1B said that when the teacher is sat at her desk they think “the teacher will be paying less attention to us because she’s doing other work and tuning us out.” Pupil 2B agreed “if the teacher is like concentrating on something on the computer she’s not going to be paying as much attention to us.” 

















[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 6 – Reflection Pro-Forma

	Lens 1: Our Autobiography as a Learner of Practice 

	Have the decisions I have made about my positioning in the classroom been influenced by my own experience as a learner?
Do I position myself in a certain way in the classroom because I am replicating what my class mentor usually does? 
Were there times during the lesson where I positioned myself without thinking about it? 
Were there times in the lesson where I was drawn to a certain position in the classroom instinctively?
Has the way I have positioned myself during the lesson impacted on the learning?
Have I been accessible to the learners throughout the lesson? 

	Lens 2: Our Learners’ Eyes (what you think the learners experienced)

	How do you think the learners felt when you were stood at the front? 
How do you think the learners felt when you were sat at the desk? 
How do you think the learners felt when you were stood at the back? 
How do you think the learners felt when you were circulating the classroom?
Do you think the learners were impacted by your positioning in the classroom?
Do you think the learners felt supported during the lesson? 
Do you think the learners found you accessible during the lesson?


	Lens 3: Our Colleagues’ Experiences 

	How did your colleague describe the impact of your positioning on the learning during the lesson? 
How did your colleague perceive pupil’s reactions to your positioning during the lesson?
How did your colleague interpret any positioning choices not discussed ahead of time?
Do you agree with your colleague’s assessment?
Has your colleague raised areas that you want to reflect on further?

	Lens 4: Theoretical Literature 

	Were your positioning choices influenced by theoretical literature?
Did pupils react to your positioning in the ways that the literature suggests they would?
Does your experience during the lesson align with what the literature advocates?



Appendix 7 – Reflection: research lesson 2 
Reflection – Lesson Study 2						29/01/2020

Lens 1: 
I think that the decisions I have made about my positioning in the classroom have been influenced my own experience as a learner because as a novice teacher I draw from my own experiences of being taught and what I preferred as student. My teacher had a routine of always being sat at the desk to take the register, stood at the front using the whiteboard for the exposition and then being sat back the desk while we completed exercises. If you needed help you would either put your hand up or call the teacher over, the teacher would always come to you. I have adopted the routine of being sat at the desk for the register and being stood at the front during the exposition.
I have also been influenced by what my class teacher usually does. I had little awareness of the importance of circulating the classroom until I observed my mentor teacher doing it during every lesson. This is an element of teaching that I replicate and use as an assessment for learning strategy and a classroom management tool.
After I have circulated the classroom and am happy with the pupils progress on the exercise, if none of the pupils need my help I tend to position myself unconsciously at the back of the classroom so that I have a view of what all the pupils are doing. I think that at times during the exposition I don’t think about my positioning as much and sometimes stand in the way of the board that pupils need to copy down from. 
In my opinion being stood at the front during the exposition has an impact on the learning as being able to see pupil’s faces when I question them or when using thumbs up is very important for assessment for learning. When pupils need an element of the exposition clarified or explained further, I can immediately refer to the examples on the board or model further examples as I’m stood at the front already.
I think that I have been accessible to the learners throughout the lesson. When pupils want to ask a question, they put their hands up and wait to be called on, they’ll ask questions without putting their hands up, they’ll call me over when I’m circulating the classroom, they’ll ask me questions when I check in with them. I think the majority of pupils know that I am available to help them and feel comfortable asking for help. 

Lens 2:
I think that the pupils feel that I am in charge when I’m stood at the front of the class and that when I’m stood at the front is the time that they need to be listening to the examples.
I think the pupils are more relaxed when I’m sat at the desk, they tend to talk to each other more. It’s the time when they’re settling down and doing the starter together while I do the register.
I think that the pupils don’t tend to notice as much when I’m stood at the back of the classroom because it’s usually only for short periods of time in-between circulating. They may feel like they are being watched or monitored. 
I think most pupils are comfortable when I’m circulating the classroom, some pupils may feel nervous when I’m looking at their work. I think it can prompt some pupils to get back on task if they know I’ll be coming over to check on them. 
I think the pupils that are willing to ask for help feel supported during the lesson. I’m not as sure if the pupils that don’t ask for help feel supported, but I make sure I check in with every pupil during the lesson and give them the opportunity to ask me for help or to check their answers are correct. 
I think pupils feel that I am available and accessible to them during the lesson and demonstrate this by putting their hands up to ask me questions, calling me over to them, getting up and coming to me to ask a question and knowing that I’ll be checking in with them. 

Lens 3:
My research partner described that when I was sat down, I appeared to have the least impact on the pupils learning and pupils participated less than at other points during the lesson. 
My research partner perceived pupil’s reactions to my positioning during the lesson as mainly positive, that my position tended to create the reaction that I intended to provoke in the pupils. Such as when I was stood at the front pupils were listening and attentive, willing to participate in the examples and answer questions. When I was sat at the desk my partner said that pupils were visibly more talkative until I asked for quiet for the register. 
My research partner said that I circulated the class more than I had planned to and it was clear that I did this based on pupil’s needs. They also said that I spent less time than planned stood at the back, giving instructions and this gave them less time to observe the case study pupil’s reactions.
I agree with my research partners assessment and I feel that because I had to adapt my lesson timings based on what the pupils required during the lesson I probably didn’t spend enough time stood at the back of the class to get meaningful results for that area of observation. 

Lens 4:
My positioning choices were influenced by the literature of Sime’s 2006 on circulating the classroom as a means of monitoring pupils when they are completing classwork. I also used my positioning to try to influence how pupils behave, this in line with what Restuningrum (2018) discusses. 
Pupils generally reacted in the ways that the literature suggested, I think that the pupils are perhaps not as attuned to my non-verbal behaviours as the literature may suggest because there are a lot of things going on in the classroom that easily distract pupils or have more of an influence on them. 
I feel that my experience during the lesson aligns quite well with what the literature suggests. 


Appendix 8 – Parental consent form and information letter

PARENTAL CONSENT FORM
PROJECT TITLE: How does the teachers’ position in the classroom impact pupil engagement?

Name of Researcher:	Robyn Ferris-Dougan


									         	
Please initial box

1.   I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated 17/12/2019 for the above study.
 
2.	I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason.

3. I understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.

4.  I understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university assignment.

5.  I understand that my child’s name will not appear at any time.

6.	I agree for my child to take part in the above study.



_____________________        _____________________________       __________
Child’s name                             Parent signature                                       Date






 

INFORMATION SHEET
PROJECT TITLE: How does the teachers’ position in the classroom impact pupil engagement?



Dear Parent / Guardian,

My name is Robyn Ferris-Dougan and I am studying for a PGCE qualification at Yr Athrofa, University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  I am currently a student teacher within School X and am teaching in your child’s class. 

I would like to invite your child to participate in my research project. The title of the project is “How does the teachers’ position in the classroom impact pupil engagement?” and I aim to investigate whether the teacher’s physical position in the classroom impacts pupils engagement in the tasks and overall progress towards the learning objectives during the lesson. In the context of the research by physical position I mean the teacher being stood at the front, back and side of the classroom, being sat at the desk or walking around the classroom. Through your child’s participation, I hope to ascertain whether pupils engagement with the tasks and learning is impacted by the teacher’s position in the classroom to allow their teaching to be enhanced and learning improved in future. 

Over the course of a regular lesson which all pupils will be taught regardless of whether they are involved in the research or not, participating pupils will be observed. The observations will be recorded in written form. After the lesson a focus group interview will be conducted with pupils about the lesson they have been taught, in particular their thoughts and feelings about the teacher’s positioning. Written notes will be taken during the interview. 

All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself and my research partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary so you or your child can withdraw from the study at any stage.  Your child will also be asked to give their assent before the beginning of the study.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the lesson observation and group interview, I would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that will contribute to my PGCE course.  The results of this study will be stored on the universities secure OneDrive system and all raw data will be destroyed once the assessment has been marked. 

I thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Yours sincerely,

R. Ferris-Dougan

