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New threats to human kind or history repeating itself? 


                                 
                           
Poverty; The biggest threat to human kind.
I strongly believe that the biggest threat to human kind is poverty, here’s why.
Evidence shows that one in five children globally lives in extreme poverty, with the poorest children most at risk of disease, malnutrition and are more likely to receive a poor education, suffer early marriage, violence or child labour. Almost a third of children in Wales are living in poverty - the highest percentage of any UK nation (Save the children, 2021). 
[image: Chart 1 shows the percentage of people in Wales, Scotland, England and Northern Ireland living in relative income poverty since the 3 year period 1997 to 2000.]
Here is a graph to show the percentage of people living in relative poverty from 1997-2020, such a frightening stat to see.
According to a thinktank analysis, near enough 700,000 people in the UK, including 120,000 children, have been put into poverty as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. People weren’t able to work therefor couldn’t afford a lot of food or to pay their bills, there was a thing called furlough which was 80% of a person’s working wage paid to them from the government but to some people it just wasn’t enough to get by so food banks were getting used more to help people survive. (The Guardian 2020).

How did we get to this ‘cost of living crisis?
Well a serious cause of poverty, now as it was in the 1900s, is the ever growing number of people earning low pay in insecure employment, as employers evade the minimum wage. There is a massive rise in benefits such as Universal Credit because people just can’t afford to live on just their basic wage (Thane, 2019). As previously spoke about, the coronavirus massively impacted our country, it put the cost of living up significantly whilst the wages remained the same, hence why people have been thrown into a life of poverty. The things we used to have imported now cost double the price to import, petrol/diesel has nearly doubled in price and in my opinion it’s only going to get worse unless something is done by the government, what I’m not sure of exactly but I know the stats and figures of people living in poverty is only going to get worse as time goes on. 

                [image: We have to tell the bitter truth — and lead the fightback | Morning Star]
  
The real truth we all know is that there’s multi-millionaires running our country, spending X amount of money giving themselves pay rises when poverty is at an all-time high. Its pure greed from the government and no matter how much money or food we donate to the food banks, unless the government pull their finger out and put policies in place, it’s like we’re fighting a losing battle. We as individuals can try as much as possible but without the governments help it’s just not going to change.
Imagine living day to day not knowing if you’ll be able to put your last £5 in the gas meter to keep your children warm or whether to buy food to stop them being hungry, we all need to work together to make a change and help those in need. I’m in, are you?
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Firstly I’ll start with my opinion and that is; of course poverty can have an impact on a child’s education, poverty can have an impact on anybody especially a child, if their parents or carers are in financial difficulty it can be hard for them to access laptops, books, resources that can help them learn. Parents will also worry that their child could get bullied as poverty can also have an impact on friendships (Farquharson, McNally, Tahir, 2022).
[image: Pin on Poverty]

                            Impact of poverty:
Sleeping and waking up on an empty stomach can also impact a child’s education as they don’t have the energy or fuel to concentrate. It even comes down to basic hygiene, if they don’t have the funds to buy soap and washing products they will smell which could lead to bullying. If they aren’t able to afford to wash clothes or buy new ones so live in hand me downs that can also single them out (The Children’s Society, 2023)


What can we do as practitioners.
There’s plenty of ways we help with this in schools such as ‘breakfast clubs’ where the children can have one bowl of cereal, milk/water and some toast/fruit and then there’s ‘snack time’ which the children have fruit and milk so this can help with the food as eating well is vital for the brain and their learning. With the technology or equipment side of things, we have plenty of books they have access to and also laptops/ipads to help with their learning. 
Having empathy is very important and a good attribute to have, unless you’ve been in somebody’s shoes who’s going through poverty we should emphasise with them. Its all about helping others and trying our best to get them through. Empathy is also something inside you that sparks for human concern, we want to be able to make these people’s lives better and for nobody to struggle or feel like they can’t provide for their family (Hoffman, 2021).
Do these poor people living in poverty get empathy from the government? Of course they don’t, let’s take Marcus Rashford for example, a premier league footballer with a massive following who is very passionate about poverty wanted to make a change, the government weren’t prepared to give free school meals to children during the school holidays after the coronavirus until he campaigned to make it happen. He was driven by his own personal experiences and with making the government change their mind, they had a £170m Covid winter grant scheme to feed those who were vulnerable, another £220m to provide extra food for children in the school holidays, an extra £16m to food distribution charities (Varley, 2020).

One for all:
Working closely in the community we could also make a stand and have a food bank in our school, asking those in the community to donate one item that could help those in need. It could be run monthly and all those items could go to those families living in poverty. A lot of people argue that food banks are the governments way out and to stop them from providing a safety net to those less fortunate and even though I do agree, we must do something to help those in need so we must keep them running (Martin 2021). [image: The Effects of Poverty on Education - YouTube]
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(Technology, 2021)

Operating together.
Design thinking is so important when you’re trying to generate and evaluate solutions in education. It’s all about the focus on people and using tools and solve complex problem (Marketing department, 2019) One of the best things you can do is ask the children their ideas, what solutions they would have because after all it is the children that we’re making these changes for. It can be important for them to have a say as they will feel more involved and in control.
In my education setting we came up with the idea of having a clothes bank so the children will donate their old school uniform clothes to the school and then anybody that needs them can have a look through and take them for free. It saves parents a lot of stress and worry of not being able to afford a uniform, it helps towards saving the planet as it’s reusing clothes and not putting them to landfill but most importantly it’s a simple solution to help alleviate poverty. (Hope For You, 2020).

Working or not?
There are many pros of design thinking as its all human- centered which means it’s how the person finds things rather than how other people think the person will feel. This is why it can be key to question children because it’s important for them to tell us their feelings rather than us assuming we know how they feel or what they want (Tuttle, 2021). 
It's good to come up with lots of ideas, prototyping the most popular one, running with it to see what works and what doesn’t (Kelley, 2019). 
Disadvantages of design thinking could be, for example you ask a child what they think could make the school a better place and they come up with something like a swimming pool which just isn’t doable with the funds. Even though it puts them in control of some things, the ideas they can come up with just aren’t feasible.

How we can take action.
Taking action and making a stand together will help these contemporary challenges in education. We must learn to think about the children more and use their feedback moving forward. When we’re design thinking, we should do our research and analyze it properly to make sure its going to work. Trial and error is always good as you know what to do different next time, 
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More than I3 million kids in low-income areas
go to school hungry every day.
An inability to concentrate, falling behind academically,
missing school due to illness,

and depression can all affect a hungry child. -~
&





image7.jpeg




image1.jpeg
terribletalk
' P g

poverty

[n] the state of being inferior in quality or
insufficient in amount.
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Chart 1: Percentage of people in each UK country living
in relative income poverty (after housing costs), three-
financial-year averages, 1997 to 2020

30

o 20 —
)
£
§ 15
8
5
&
10
5
~——Wales ~—Scotland ~ ——England Northern Ireland
0
1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017
to to to to to to to to to to to

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020
Source: Households Below Average Income, Department for Work and Pensions




image3.jpeg
NO ONE SHOU%-





image4.jpeg
st ZsuccEss s
eie)

e}

uuuuuuuuu E

BUSINESSS FMzeEL%EEgErNT
PROJECT INNOVATION

|DEA<FINANCE

IMPACT

TMEZFUTURE

0#:‘9502 MOTIVATION





image5.jpeg
Family in ’ Child grows up

poverty in poverty

P@M@ ﬁy Is significantly
disadvantaged
thecpz;l:l’tv in education
y W@ and skills
Struggles to

N

geta job

Fail to escape





