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A) Magna Carta

I began my search for archival sources on the National Archives website with a search for ‘Magna Carta’ The following are just a fraction of the records listed. Not all are available to download, some can be ordered and viewed at the National Archives, others are held at regional archives and records offices and in those cases viewing the record would require contacting them for access and visiting the offices.  
London, The National Archives 

PRO 1/708 Repair of the Salisbury Magna Carta

PRO 22/11 Facsimile, Lincoln Cathedral Archives 
PRO 22/25 The Salisbury Copy

DL 10/71 Magna Carta 1225

From the records of the Duchy of Lancaster 

DL 10/197 Magna Carta Dated at Westminster 1297
From the records of the Duchy of Lancaster


EE 500/32 Magna Carta
Held at the Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds Branch. Not available at TNA

K9 27/22 Magna Carta Pageant

Held at the Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds Branch. Not available at TNA. Photos & Negatives by Bury Free Press 1959


AU /18 Photocopy of Magna Carta
Held at the Cornwall Record office and part of the St Aubyn family papers collection


Add MSS 34,227 Facsimile of Magna Carta,
Held at the West Sussex Record Office. Not available at TNA

DO 191/239 Magna Carta Celebrations 1964-65
Not digitised but can be ordered. 


K 505/81 Inscription re Magna Carta on Abbey Ruins
Held at Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds Branch. Not available at TNA. Part of the Spanton-Jarman Collection of Photographic Negatives. 


FS 6/186/1339MIDD Independent & Magna Carta Permanent Building Society
Not digitised, stored off site, but can be ordered. Dates from 1913


SAL MS/544 Roll containing the third reissue of the Magna Carta 1225
11 Feb 1225 with the Charter of the Forest; contemporary copy, with variant readings. Held by Society of Antiquaries of London.


EH 500/7200/1 Photographic record of Magna Carta Memorial 1981
Held at the Suffolk Record Office, Bury St Edmunds Branch, Not available at TNA


Z 203 Copy of Magna Carta. Attached: Promissory note for 3d 1828

Held at Dudley Archives and Local History Service. Records relating to the Bourne Family. Not available at TNA

FCO 26/1729 Loan of Magna Carta to United States 1976
Not digitised but can be ordered. Loan to US for their Bicentennial celebrations 1976

9/32/1 Statute roll with contemporary index c1300
Held by Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre, Not available at TNA. Contains copies of the statutes 1235-99, with illuminated capitals.


FO 371/24245/270 Deposit of Magna Carta in Library of Congress 1940
Not digitised but can be ordered. Is a record of the Magna Carta being deposited in the Library of Congress for safe keeping during the War. 

The documents listed demonstrate the continued importance of Magna Carta through the records of the celebrations, pageants and memorials. Its use in the Bicentennial celebrations of the Independence of the United States of America just proves how important and relevant the message in Magna Carta still was and is. The deposit of Magna Carta in the Library of Congress to protect it during the World War II, 1940 being the height of the blitz, just proves the significance of Magna Carta and that its safety and protection was important.
The statute roll held in Wiltshire would be a particularly interesting record to view for anyone with an interest in illuminated manuscripts since it is described as having illuminated capitals. The intriguing reference to a Promissory note attached to a copy held in Dudley Archives would be worth the trip to the archive just to satisfy curiosity as to what the note was for. 
B) Barnard Castle
As for Magna Carta, I used the National Archive Catalogue on their website and a search ‘Barnard Castle’

London, The National Archives


LR 3/18/1 Court rolls & other manorial Documents 
Dated to 17 Nov 1564 – 16 Nov 1565 (7 Eliz 1) This document is from the office of the Auditors of Land revenue and can be ordered for viewing at the TNA. 

E 101/531/16 Record of the Exchequer 1323-1325

Account of the keeper of Barnard Castle. 

SC 6/835/1 Special Collections. Barnard Castle Date 18-20 Edw II

Described lands late of the Earl of Warwick, held by the King during the minority of his heir. 

E 42/501 Exchequer record, Treasury receipt 35 Edw I

Record from the King to Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick: Grant of the castle and town of Barnard Castle, the manor of middleton and other forfeitures of John, Hugh and Alexander de Balliolo, Durham. 


SC 8/3/120E Special Collections, Petition to the King 15 Aug 1315

Petitioner name is illegible. Is a commission of the King to Irreys commiting Barnard Castle to him following the death of Guy de Beauchamp.

SC 8/3/120D Special Collections writ to John le Irreys 15 May 1316

Following on from the above document this is a writ to John le Irreys who is ordered to appear before the King and council at Westminster to explain the circumstances regarding Barnard Castle and Manor of Gainford being taken into the King’s hand. 


E 41/496 Inspeximus of a grant dated 2 Feb 35 Edw I
A confirmation of a previous royal to Guy de Bello Campo, Earl of Warwick of Barnard Castle and manor, and manor of middleton.  Includes a Great seal in green wax. 6 Apr 7 Edw III

SC 8/171/8513 Petition from Abbot and convent of our Lady of York 1327
Addressing the King and Council this petition requests an allowance on a debt they owe the king against a sum owed for grain taken at the King’s castle at Barnard Castle by John de Castre, Keeper of the Castle of Barnard Castle. 


SC 8/319/E403 Petition from Prior and convent of Hexham c1318

Addressing the King, requesting Financial aid from Barnard Castle having been scattered for four years after the devastation of the area after defeat at Bannockburn. 

SC 8/112/5577 Petition from Henry Fitz Hugh

Badly damaged this is a petition to the King and Council requesting an allowance for the redress of Barnard Castle which Henry was ordered to repair. Referring to events in 1315. 

SC 8/90/4463 Petition from Elizabeth de Umfraville, Countess of Angus

Petition to the King, requesting £50 annually due to her lands in Northumberland being destroyed and her tenants killed c 1323


SC 8/218/10872 Petition from Elizabeth de Umfraville, Countess of Angus. 
Addressing the King and Council asked for payment of arrears from grant of £50 per annum made by the King in from two manors in honour of Barnard Castle.  It has not been paid by the constable for four years c 1327
These documents provide some information on how Barnard Castle and its manors was providing an income to various families and how it passed from family to family. References to Bannockburn demonstrate in the records how this affected the people in the local area, in this case the Prior at Hexham and we can see how the Countess of Angus had to petition for arrears that had not been paid.  There is also an example of a great seal which would be of interest in its own right. As many of these documents have not been digitised further investigation into their contents would have to done in person at The National Archives or in some cases a copy could be made and sent by the TNA.

