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Aimee Frankland 
 Part 1 ECGE 4001 – Portfolio of study skills assessment tasks
Assessment Tasks
The paragraph below contains many errors. Rewrite the paragraph to demonstrate your understanding of:
· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style:
· Accurate spelling:
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops:
· Well written sentences which make grammatical sense.
In Iceland and other like-minded countries, it is firmly believed that children should regularly play in the outdoor environment as part of their childhoods. Government papers document the benefit of environmental learning experiences and the positive effects on wellbeing and understanding of the natural world for children.
Outdoor, experiential learning environments have been known to support healthy living experiences whether they are physical, psychological and/or educational and this is highlighted through curriculum guidelines. This is illustrated by (Hurd,m.) In the following quote. 
“Denmark has embraced outdoor activity in its schools for decades. Companies such as Monstrüm have designed playground equipment that not only encourages teamwork but is also mentally stimulating and educational. Taking the importance of outdoor learning further, the concept of “Udeskol” (translating to outdoor school) is introduced to children aged 7 to 16 years. Several schools have made it compulsory for outdoor learning to take place either weekly or bi-weekly.” (Hurd,m. EDU-QUIP choice a value) blog
The emphasis on playing and learning in the outdoor environment has been embedded within the Icelandic education system for children between the ages of one and six years for many years. Children between these ages play outdoors daily. However, from the ages of six to sixteen years, children’s time spent playing outdoors is reduced significantly to just break times.
It is not widely known what teachers do to plan for learning in the outdoors and this would probably differ according to different teachers and schools. However, there is evidence in Iceland that teachers are creating increasing opportunities for outdoor learning. For example, in the countries capital city, Reyjkavik, seventy per cent of schools comment that they regularly include learning outdoors as a part of their curriculum.
Outdoor, experiential learning experiences have been taking place across Scandinavian countries for decades for children of all ages.  Teachers and pupils can spend up to 70% of their time using these free outdoor resources, this then helps to build confidence and team building skills for lifelong learning experiences through a person’s life with the hope that these skills will be passed down to the next generations.
Teachers across the globe have adopted many ideas from the outdoor learning policies and integrate those learning experiences into their everyday planning for their children to grow in a nurturing environment. I believe UK schools should inherit a lot of these methods as freedom to play is freedom to learn. 
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Part 2a EGCE 4001 
The Text below also contains many errors, which includes incorrect use of Harvard referencing conventions.  Re-write both the paragraph and the reference list to demonstrate your understanding of: 
· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style.
· Accurate spelling.
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops.
· Well written sentences which make grammatical sense.
· Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions.

Introduction
This essay will be focusing on forest schools and their positive benefits to an outdoor experiential learning environment.
[bookmark: _Hlk20817714] “Forest schools is an inspirational process that offers all ages regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence through hands on learning in a woodland environment, this is the definition of Forest School that has been developed in Great Britain. While most of the Forest Schools are being run for children and young people in full-time” (Murray and O’Brien, 2005, p. 11).
[bookmark: _Hlk20822582]Parents/Carers are worried that children do not get as much outdoor experiences in woodland area’s as they would have experienced themselves as children.  Parents/carers worry that something may happen that is out of their control, (Murray and O’Brien agree 2005) Research suggests that if a child stays indoors throughout their childhood it can have adverse effects on their mental health, physical and social welling. (Ward, Thompson Aspinall, & Bell 2004) Outdoor learning is very different to a classroom environment and the Welsh Government (Ward, Thompson Aspinall, & Bell 2004) are encouraging teachers/professionals to practice forest school methods in a Foundation Phase setting across the country.
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Part 2b EGCE 4001
Answer all questions below as fully as possible.
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
 Plagiarism is when using someone’s work that is not your own, plagiarism is theft of intellectual material which may also be covered by copyright.  Students need to avoid this as the outcome can lead to disciplinary processes where marks can be taken off grades or a worst-case scenario a student can be expelled off the whole course. I believe that if you plagiarise you are disrespecting the persons work and you are not taking part in the learning process.

· You only have a reference when you can use a direct quotation, is this true or false? Explain your answer. 
This answer to the above question is false because there are many ways of cross referencing your work.  The Harvard referencing handbook (a bible for students) gives you a breakdown of all the different reference guidelines and how to use them efficiently and appropriately.

· Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain. With reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
Wikipedia is not an adequate way to seek out references since anyone can add information into the server that could be incorrect, the information on Wikipedia may not be correct or independently verified even if the information is correct the original source may not be cited and therefore any referencing would be incorrect.   PDF files are a much stronger cross-referencing resource as well as university scholar sites as they provide the correct information as precise research has gone into that specific piece of work.



Part 2b EGCE 4001
· Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
This is a reference guideline that I have researched and gives clear instruction to support and present a long quotation.
“Referencing elements to cite:
· [#] Reference number (matching the in-text citation number)
· Name of Manual/Handbook
· If the manual is a second or subsequent edition, include the edition statement, e.g.  3rd ed.
· Publisher, i.e. the abbreviated name of company or institution that published the manual
· Place of publication. Refer to Place of publication for information on the correct format of locations
· Year of publication
· Pages, if relevant”  (Audel Electrician's Pocket Manual, 2015)

· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
The first objective that needs to be established is getting the correct reading materials, for example a textbook of a generic topic that relates to that module.  From there you can extend your research to pacific key topic that would include viewing pdf files, online journals, books, online videos and academic websites to support a more in-depth knowledge of the subject and strengthen your confidence in writing an assignment.  You can also ask for support for certain aspects of the assignment that you are working on. 








Part 3 EGCE 4001
Write a critical response to an article
This article looks into the role of teaching assistants which is entitled ‘Yes, but….’: rhetoric, reality and resistance in teaching assistants’ experiences of inclusive education, written by Suzanne Macenzie Support for learning, British journal of learning support  The topic of this article identifies the difficult times and struggles that teaching assistants (Tas) experience daily and the positives that can arise from working alongside children.
The research examines the contradictions, tensions and pleasures that all teaching assistants experience in the workplace. The focus of the article is to examine the strains between the policy and institutional frameworks for inclusion and how teaching assistants have support to maintain a high standard of work in their job performance. 
At first, I noticed the articles abstract and introduction have a lot of similarities and in addition seemed to be identical, the point has most certainly been made but from the reader perspective this comes across as repetitive.  Secondly the articles paragraphs would have been an easier read if put in number order and lead to an an organised read from start to finish.  The author has not made this an easy journey for the reader.
The article is trying to show both sides of the argument however in the policy content section leans towards the more negative side and implies that teaching assistants are having a tough time and not enough training is provided.  There is other evidence not covered in this article that supports the negative aspects of Tas roles by Connelly, “One of the biggest problems facing support staff is they often feel that their job description is not fit for purpose and represents only a fraction of what they do”.  (Connelly, Blog )  
The article comes across as a well researched piece of academic literature with an abundance of references supporting the research. The language of the article is appropriate for the audience for example professionals working in special educational needs development and additional learning needs environments SEND/ALN. The article gives the Tas a voice on pages 66, 67, 68.  This is highlighted by one of the Tas mentioned in the article by Jane on page 67.  She emphasises how she does not like working with teachers and feels her own qualifications are less worthy as there still seems to be a hierarchy in the school with the more experienced taking advantage of the system.  Jane also comments on the struggles of communication between teachers and Tas, for example not receiving lesson plans and constantly having to improvise.  On the other hand, Jane gives a positive example of good collaboration when an experienced teacher offers a lesson plan and understands that effectively communicating with their Ta’s leads to a feeling of inclusion and understanding which resonates down to a child’s learning experiences.
Looking at the timeframe the article was published in 2011 this is a large gap of eight years, a lot has changed since then for example Government budget cuts, curriculum changes and job losses I have discovered an article written in 2019 that supports my research.  This is by Phillip, an author working for the Guardian newspaper: “Teaching assistants are invaluable to learning – so why are we being axed?”  This article focuses on how Tas feel with the current budget cuts and uncertainty around their jobs.
A Ta quotes “Next month I could lose my job. My 11 years as a teaching assistant could be coming to an end due to government cuts in education…teaching assistants are the first to go.” (Philip, 2019).  Consequently, in comparing both articles between 2011 – 2019 teaching assistants positions seem to be at more risk than ever before.
Headteachers seem to be under additional pressures due to ever increasing budget cuts across the whole country. This is further supported by the Unison article published in 2018 on the latest School Cuts research – drawn solely from Government figures.  This shows that staff numbers in secondary schools have fallen by 15,000 between 2014/15 and 2016/17 despite having 4,500 more pupils to teach. This equates to an average loss of 5.5 staff members in each school since 2015; in practical terms this means 2.4 fewer classroom teachers, 1.6 fewer teaching assistants and 1.5 fewer support staff (Unison , 2018).  Regarding the research I have discovered that Ta jobs over the past decade seem to be reducing yet children numbers are increasing thus showing the ever-snowballing pressures in the workplace for Tas.
Conclusion
The article gives teaching assistants (Tas) a platform to share their pros and cons when working in education, from my own experience I agree with the shift of the occupational boundaries and the hierarchy pecking order, even though the roles and responsibilities for the Tas can be stressful and pay low, lack of respect can mirror all of the above as you do not need a degree to acquire the role, you are always perceived as an assistant not a teacher.  What I find astonishing after reading the inspirational stories from the Tas perspective is the dedication and devotion Tas have when under the constant firing line from many outside agencies.  It all comes down to the passions Tas have for the children, it is a very rewarding job with very little thanks at the end, in my opinion it takes a very strong person to fight for inclusion and wellbeing for the children and themselves.
Overall the article is a well written academic piece of work and I can clearly see things differently after reading.
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