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Slide 1 on screen.

Move to slide 2.

Hi good morning all, thank you all for attending today’s seminar.
 My name is Rachel, this presentation looks at the youth of the 80’s, what life looked like as a young person growing up in the 80” s. Key political, social and global events that shaped and influenced their daily lives.
Also, looking at what youth work looked like in the era of the 80’s.


Move to slide 3.

Firstly we look at fashion. Fashion in the 80’s imploded change and diversity.
 Unlike the decades before then the 80’s fashion scene pioneered individuality, fashion was expressive, bold a statement to stand out, it was a mood, a vibe exerting personality through a look.
Young people often being inspired by music artists they followed at the time.
Much like today ‘s fashion being unique, expressive with diversity being celebrated and importantly accepted.

Move to slide 4.

Music was a massive part of youth culture of the 80’s and although rock and roll from the 70’s still a dominant Prescence the 80’s sees the era of the ‘Electric Wave’ this new electronic sound imploded the club scene with artist such as 
Duran Duran, Prince and the Pet Shop Boys leading the synthwave sound.

1988 was the start of the rave scene in the uk, these off grid parties took place in abandoned warehouses or underground locations proved to be massive with the youth of the 80’s. 

By 1994 Raves became illegal in the UK under the Criminal justice Act, police crackdowns the issuing of fines to organisers of detected, dispersed raves .

llegal raves are still present in today’s society although not as well masked as the 80’s due to social media publicity. 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic with all clubs and pubs being shut down there was a significantly higher number of illegal raves across the UK.

South Wales police reported issuing more than £6,000 in fines over an Illegal rave in Banwen in 2020 August bank holiday. The 4-day Event which could not be successfully shut down by police seen between 3,000 to 4,000 people gather to hills of Banwen, many of whom were young people.
(Southwalespolice,2021)
The magnitude of raves through lock down shows the importance of socialisation within young people, the need to engage and interact with social circles, that face to face engagement which lock down halted. 
The pandemic has ultimately had a massive effect on young people and the way they socialise and engage with the full effects not being known for years to come.

Slide 5.

One of the leading health concerns of the 80’s was that AIDS.

In 1981 the first known case of AIDS is discovered in America.

A year later in 1982 the UK reports its first known case of AIDS.

Information taken from AIDSMAP a leading UK AIDS charity shows by 1985 reported confirmed cases rise to 260 in the UK.

In 1985 patients receiving blood treatment for Haemophilia at UK Health Centres are infected with AIDS through contaminated blood.

1987 To the worlds despair and shock Rock and Roll band Queens Front Man Freddie Mercury dies from AIDS.
It’s reported at this time 98% of confirmed cases are identified as gay, bisexual or drug abusers. 

Cases continue to surge through the nineties with an increasingly high death rate with Aids now being found in men, women and children.

1996 sees treatment found to manage and slow the progression of the disease.


Slide 6.

This graph taken from AIDSMAP shows the progression of AIDS in the uk.
Although Aids as we now acknowledge is not only transmitted through sexual intercourse, making young people aware of the importance of safe sex and sexual health is a key role a youth worker along with schools have in young people’s lives.
To support young people to be as knowledgeable as possible to make independent decisions are informed and aware of services such as sexual health clinics, school nurses and support groups.
Slide 7.
Some other pivotal moments of the 80’s;
Lady Diana and The Prince of Wales marry at Saint Pauls Cathedral in London.
Hundreds of thousands of people descended to the streets of London in hope of catching a glimpse of the couple, With Millions more tunning in at home for this historical event.
1982 Argentina and Britain battle over the Island, the conflict lasted 74 days with Britain as the victors.

1983 The official Birthday of the Internet, although the internet had been around a few years 1983 is when global networks were connected referred to now as the world web.

1986 Nuclear reactor explodes in Ukraine, many people were killed on impact but many more suffered and still suffer for with aftereffects of being exposed to nuclear chemicals, effects of radioactive chemicals being felt here in the UK for many years.

1989 The berlin wall falls marking the end of the cold war, Margret Thatcher’s strong alliance with America influenced Britain’s heavy involvement in the cold war evidently taking up Uk governments time and resources.

Slide 8.
In 1979 Margret Thatcher who many referred to as the iron lady was elected from the conservative party to be the first female Prime minister of Britain.
Focused on rebuilding the British economy and inflation, Thatcher believed in a liberal Britain that society should stand on its own feet without government interference or support.
 Turbulent relationships with trade unions, closures in the mining industry and privatisation of state organisations such as steel industries and rail networks unemployment grew within the middle-class population with a new welfare system many were left in financial despair. Mass youth unemployment was rife with benefits or social housing not available until the age of 25 as deemed by government parents duty and responsibility to support.
Thatcherism which her policies go on to be referred as sees a social division in society with tax for the high earners considerably slashed while lower rate taxpayers see little reprieve.

Racism, inequality, poverty, lack of job opportunity and social division was a major issue for young people of Ethnic minorities in the 80’ in the UK.

All these matters effected and shaped young people’s lives of the 80’s .
Slide 9.
Like the decade before it the youth service in the 80’s was struggling, barely surviving and losing its purpose.
Nichol expresses.
“The youth service in statutory settings seemed to have almost all but disappeared in areas, almost reverting back to the 1950’
Although youth work still surviving in settings such as boys’ and girls’ clubs most statutory workers were put into more formal settings such as schools, a sense of control from the government on youth workers and young people. A service not valued or deemed important to the cabinet.
With no consultation or involvement from young people on what they want or needed from the youth service, appropriate provisions not available, nobody seemed to be working together.
“The overall relationship between youth services and the state has quite evidently become strained, complex and formalized.’
(Jeffs and Smith,1988).
Jeffs and smiths view on the youth service back in 1988.
Slide 10.
Smith also states.
“Uncertainty, the position of young people has worsened, the demise of the youth service and certain elements of youth work is strongly probable”
(Smith,2019, Infed.org)
The concern youth workers were facing of the sustainability of their profession is profound.

Slide 11.
Although Thatcherism affected the youth service and young people negatively throughout the 80’s, government brought in key legislations which are still in force today such as;
The Education Reform Act 1988
Children Act 1989
The National Curriculum 
And Multi Agency Partnership work, the sharing of information between organizations.
All 4 of these legislations play a vital role in the education and safety of young people growing up in the UK.
Slide 12 
It’s not until the early twenties sees the youth service reform, with Labour now delivering and investing resources into the youth service. 
Rather than dictating to young people services work together with young people identifying there needs forming policy which creates provision youth workers deliver.
Youth Work we know today happens anywhere young people are and is now a respected, credited valued profession with young people at the Centre of everything we do.

Thank you.
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