HPFY3014
Workshop: Towns in Mesopotamia

Today we will look at how and why people become urbanised? What are the benefits for this form of social organisation and what are the potential downsides? I want you to think about what things are important for organising a town and why?
1. Think about what things you most need to survive in a modern town. Highlight five of these and rank them from 1 (most important) to five (least important).
2. How might this help you think about the needs of ancient communities? Do you think the same/similar criteria applied for the communities of early Mesopotamian towns? To explore this think (knowing what you do about Mesopotamian towns) about what things would be most important for these communities and rank again from 1 to 5.
How similar/different are your two lists and why?

3. Can these criteria be supported by the archaeological evidence? To explore this, we will map ancient Uruk (looking primarily at the Uruk period)
Plot the buildings and finds on worksheet 2 onto your A3 plan of Uruk.
· What observations can you make about the nature of the buildings and finds? 
· How much of the community is represented?
· How are they represented?
· What is lacking and why?
· How does this impact upon our understanding of ancient urban communities and the process of urbanisation (and of civilisation)?

How does this all compare with Childe’s 10 criteria of urbanisation? Are there significant similarities and / or differences and if so where? What might this tell us about narratives of social evolution / civilisation?
