Myth and Art - Odysseus
So speaking godlike Odysseus crept out of the bushes, and with his powerful hand he broke off from the thick undergrowth a leafy branch, to cover his naked manhood. Then he set out like a mountain lion who, sure of his own power, goes on his way through rain and wind, his eyes burning: he is after cattle or sheep or wild deer, and his hungry belly urges him to break right into a close-built fold and try for the flocks. So it was that Odysseus made to meet these lovely-haired girls, naked though he was: necessity was on him. And he was a horrible sight to them, all uglified by the brine. They fled in terror this way and that over the jutting shores. Only the daughter of Alkinoos stayed: Athene had put courage in her heart and taken the fear from her legs. She then stood firm and faced him. 
Hom. Od. 6.128-141
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[image: Pottery: red-figured calyx-krater (bowl for mixing wine and water) showing four draped youths. On the other side is a scene of Odysseus and his companions preparing to blind the Cyclops. Two satyrs appear on the right, suggesting that the scene was inspir]



[image: http://images.metmuseum.org/CRDImages/gr/web-large/DT2982.jpg][image: Bronze figure of Odysseus escaping from the cave of Polyphemus by clinging under a ram.]
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