Chapter 4 – Analysis of Results 

Chapter 4.0 Introduction
The previous chapter identified the most suitable methodological approach to conduct this research study. This chapter addresses the third research objective:
To analyse the data collected to understand if there are similarities and/or differences between the public and police perceptions of police dogs.
This chapter will provide a presentation and analysis of the results gathered from the study, which were obtained through the collection of primary research using distributed questionnaires. The questionnaire was shared via email and social media platforms such as Whatsapp and Facebook messenger to members of the public, South Wales police officers and dog handlers in South Wales and Gwent.  The online questionnaire returned 44 results however, 2 responses were completely blank. Therefore, 42 responses were analysed for this study, compromising of 19 police officers, 10 dog handlers and 13 members of the public. 

Chapter 4.1 Data Analysis
Data analysis according to Grolemund and Wickham (2014, pp. 185) is the “investigative process used to extract knowledge, information and insights about reality by examining data”. The data gathered from the respondents was converted to an excel spreadsheet, allowing me to review their chosen answers and the rationale behind them. Analysing these responses has provided valuable insights into the perceptions of police dogs and the factors contributing to differing and/or similar viewpoints from the different subject groups.

Chapter 4.2 Questionnaire Findings
4.2.1 Perception of police dogs used for policing purposes

The findings from this question evidently demonstrated the support for police dogs being used for policing purposes as all respondents agreed to dogs being used for policing purposes. 
4.2.2 Perception of police dogs being used for missing people

The analysis of the 42 responses revealed that most participants supported police dogs being used in the search for missing people, with all subject groups expressing a number of similar views. One theme identified from the reasons provided was the recognition that dogs senses and capabilities are far better than that of humans and any technology that is currently out there. To expand on this, many referred to a dog’s ability to track people and detect things which humans are unable to do, as well as the rate at which a dog can clear an area as opposed to a human. 

4.2.3 Perception of police dogs being used for recovery of evidence 

For this question, 41 out of 42 respondents agreed with police dogs being used in the recovery of evidence, while one respondent said that they were undecided. This question appears to have caused some confusion however, as stated in the question was the following: “such as the identification of drugs” which has led two respondents to comment on the fact that police dogs cannot identify drugs. 
Nevertheless, many respondents who agreed with dogs being used for this purpose shared very similar viewpoints, referring again to a dog’s senses and their ability to locate items that may be hidden or concealed.

4.2.4 Support of police dogs being used in planned and unplanned events

From the analysis of the 42 responses, the data showed that most participants supported the use of police dogs in planned and unplanned events. A theme identified from the viewpoints of many participants was the idea that police dogs provide a visual impact, with many further highlighting that not only are dogs a show of presence, but that they are a visual deterrent and are more likely to diffuse a situation, offering protection for both the public and police. Additionally, several dog handlers also referred to dogs being used alongside public support officers (PSUs) and how having a dog present often has the same value as having multiple PSU officers. 

4.2.5 Perception of police dogs being used to track and apprehend suspects

Analysis of the 42 responses concluded that all respondents agreed with dogs being used to track and apprehend suspects. A theme shared among many of the respondents found that in addition to dogs being able to cover more ground and having the ability to locate individuals quicker than humans, having a dog to help apprehend suspects can ensure safety of officers present. Furthermore, many respondents also held the opinion that people who run or commit crime should bear the consequences of being apprehended by police dogs, arguing their actions led to the situation they find themselves in. 
More specifically, many dog handler participants suggested that dogs will not bite unless instructed to or in order to defend themselves or others. 

4.2.6 Views on police dog units being disbanded

The data for this question found that all respondents were against police dog units being disbanded, again, further highlighting the support held for police dogs. Many participants described the police dogs as an “asset” due to the skills the dogs have and it being incomparable to humans. Some even suggested that there are not enough dog handlers and that more money should be put into police dog units. Upon analysing dog handler’s viewpoints, they too agreed with the above, adding that the skills provided by police dogs is invaluable and that only upon working with the dogs do people truly appreciate and understand their value. 

4.2.7 Opinion on who should assume responsibility for expenses upon dog’s retirement

This question allowed participants to select between the options of police force or dog handler for who they believe should be responsible for the dog’s expenses upon its retirement. Although police force was the most picked option, it is the question out of all the questions asked that quite clearly caused a divide in opinion between the subject groups. Interestingly, many of those who picked police force suggested the idea of a “pension scheme” with the idea that the police force could either pay into in full or at least in part to the dog’s retirement fund. 
Additionally, many suggested that it was unfair to expect a dog handler to pay for the dog’s expenses after it had been used by the police force for the majority of its life, which was more likely to come with higher costs such as vet bills. On the contrary, those who picked the dog handler option argued that upon retirement, the dog is no longer employed, nor does it serve a purpose and because of this, the dog handler should assume responsibility. A few individuals also raised the point that police forces have to re-invest in new generations of dogs and training and that the requirement to do both would be costly for the force. 













Bibliography 
Grolemund, G. and Wickham, H. (2014) 'A Cognitive Interpretation of Data Analysis', International Statistical Review, 82(2), pp. 161-327. Available at: https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1111/insr.12028 (Accessed on 01/02/2025).
