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 Impact of Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs)

Objectives of the Research
 The main reason for having this research is to understand what impacts virtual learning has on students and how is this helping them improve with the efficiency of their learning. The research mainly considered the impacts that the VLE has brought on the education experience among learners in the university of Wales. In this investigation, about two hundred students, as well as ten lecturers, took part in the composition of the sample of suitability for this research. 

To get the results for this assignment both primary and secondary data have been used, primary data provided from a questionnaire for the students from the university to see how virtual learning impacts on different individuals and secondary from different sources. The secondary tools mainly involved detailed research of the published materials on the topic of the significance of the computerized system of learning on the general skills of learner’s studying abilities. The research showed that many students feel encouraged and exited due to the use of VLEs. The students further realized that they have the responsibility to play in the digitalized age in which the application of particular digital facilities is very common, and that is sometimes challenging to use some of the complicated or newly introduced technologies of education. However, the research found out that when these hindrances are overwhelmed, the experience of technology-based learning will turn to be convincing to all learners.  



Methodology
This term is used to help describe how the Virtual Learning Environments affect learning experience among students in the university of Wales. Both the primary and secondary data collection tools were used in this research. The questionnaire was the main primary tool used, while the research of various published materials on the impact of VLEs was the main secondary tool that was used in data analysis. Among other methods of acquiring data that were used include the use of quick surveys, class observation forms, narratives of various teachers as well as ethical considerations.

Primary Data Analysis
The same questions used on more people helped us see different perspectives upon the same matter. Both the lecturers and the students completed a structured survey that clearly inquired about the various ways in which the Virtual Learning Environment has impacted their teaching as well as a learning experience for the learners. The questionnaires also inquired about the experiences that the students had acquired with the VLEs as well as the application of different learning technologies. In this survey exercise, a ten-question paper was given to the lecturers involved while a thirteen-question paper given to the students who took part in the exercise. The questionnaire was formatted with a number of questions with choices. This helped in proper time utilization since the respondents took not more than ten minutes to complete giving their responses.

One of the question asked the students opinion about virtual learning, majority of the students, 90% regard the application of technology in the process of knowledge to be beneficial, 6% had a neutral opinion while 2% had the thought technology had negative impacts on their learning experience. 

In a question that inquired on the feelings that the students had towards the implementation and application of the computerized and online systems of studies, very few students about 7% expressed a feeling of not being motivated by the impacts of VLEs.  Most students, about 95%, however, expressed feelings of satisfaction and greatly appreciated the influence of Virtual Learning Environments to their learning experiences. 

Also, students had to speak about their with the Virtual Learning Environment, about 73% of students had satisfaction and confidence that VLEs play a vital impact on their learning experiences. However, a large number of students, about 22%, showed a lack of satisfaction and confidence in the significance that is obtained from the online services of education. This lack of satisfaction was as a result of various technical problems that are always accompanied in the use of the computerized tools such as slow connectivity, limited access to some resources, lack of connections to certain websites. Most of these students who were not satisfied with the usage of Virtual Learning Environments reasoned that a problem like slow connectivity on the internet is caused time wastage in the development of class activities. A minority of the students, about 10% were, however, undecided on whether VLEs had positive or negative impacts on their learning experiences. 

Questionnaire based on the importance of              virtual learning 
Your responses will be of great importance in the development and promotion of virtual learning. This questionnaire has been conducted on the premises of University of Wales
Kindly be honest and sincere in your responses.
1.AGE
	18-23
23-27
27-32
32+



2. GENDER 
	Male
	                 

	Female
	    



3. LEVEL OF STUDY
	Postgraduate
	

	Undergraduate 
	      



4. COURSE 
	Bachelors in Arts Psychology   
	

	Bachelor  in Computer Science
	

	Bachelor in Economics
	

	Bachelor in Biology
	

	Bachelor in Nursing
	




5. Have you ever used the Virtual Learning  in your learning exercise?
	Yes
	                 

	No
	



6) When told to rate your experience with the Virtual Learning  , what is your position?
	Excellent 
	

	Very Good
	            

	Good
	

	Poor
	

	Very poor
	



7) Considering competency, rate your competency in the application of the VLEs. 
	Very Good
	

	Good
	              

	Poor
	

	Very poor
	

	N/A
	





8) Are you motivated by the implementation of the Virtual Learning  ?
	Yes
	             

	No
N/A
	




Secondary data analysis 
Learning online has proven to have different impacts on individuals skills and knowledge despite the existence of other drawbacks or rather disadvantages that it has on the student’s learning abilities as well as experiences.  The following are some of the impacts of Virtual Learning Environment that the reach found on the students' experiences when we consider studies.  
a) Accessibility 
The investigation found out that the VLEs makes learning more accessible and appropriate to the students wherever they are. The research realized that virtual learning environments ensure that the process of learning is more accessible and reliable to the students wherever even if they are away from school. The accessibility of Virtual Learning Environments was found to be most appropriate and essential to the disabled students as well as those that live far from the university, such as in certain remote areas as well as outside the country or London (Djiffouet & Ludovic, 2019). 

The result showed that the increasing awareness of the importance of making information accessible to the disabled people, the application of the VLEs has the potential and ability to make the content being taught to these students more accessible through the use of the internet facilities. Further the results showed that one of the most accessible VLEs used in the university is the ATutor. The ATutor VLE was found to provide a number of accessibility features such as keyboard access to all the system components, and it also provides adaptive navigation facilities. These navigation facilities allow users to go directly to the content of the study units bypassing non-essential elements as well as prompts for alternative text descriptions.  

Also, students acquire more experience on working with graphs by learning online. This is because graphics always play vital roles in teaching certain science and engineering-related subjects by providing essential supplementary information to the main text. VLEs, therefore, effectively enable the learners to understand such disciplines well as the materials are availed in deeper content. Another important impact that is brought about by the Virtual Learning Environments to the studying experiences of the learners is that it facilitates a continuous educational process since one can continue his or her studies even on vacation when the students are on educational trips or even during the holidays (Collins, Azmat, & Rentschler, 2019). 
b) Affordability
The research found that another most significant benefit that is provided through the implementation of the online learning forums ensures that the students do not pay a lot in order to get their degrees from the university.  Getting a degree has been made cheap since, with the application of the VLEs, students do not need to pay huge campus fees. This is more effective for international students from various countries who have come to study at the University of Wales. This is because they do not have to spend large sums of money on moving to the University from their countries (Aljawarneh, 2019). 
c) Engagement 
The results showed that Virtual Learning Environments are appropriate and friendly to experiments that have formats of content and new approaches. The VLEs empowers educational roadmaps entailing online tests as well as questions and videos. By engaging in different activities, students are provided with good engagement forums thus are able to add more gamification to the process of learning.

However, the answers received showed that there are a number of disadvantages that students are exposed to through the application of the VLEs in the university. Among such cons include; lower quality of communication among the students as most of their works is done online. Students also lack practice; they also face the problem of delayed answers to the questions that they may have in their learning period as opposed to the classroom situation where the lectures are available, thus provides immediate clarifications to the questions that their students have posed.  The implementation of the VLES was also found to demand a lot of time and money from educational institutions. 
Conclusion
Students had different opinion and perspectives upon virtually learning. Most of the students in the university who took part had the view that VLE is beneficial to their learning, and they found that the applications that are used during the process to be easy and functional. A minority of the students, however, were not convinced of the effectiveness of the VLEs. The students with contradicting opinions on the impacts of VLEs claimed that the use of VLEs to be unclear and devastating, thus considered the use of textbooks in their studies. VLEs were further found to be having both the positive and negative impacts on the learning experiences of the students. VLEs were, for instance, found to be affordable to a number of students wherever they are. Also, it is important that online learning is easy to access for students otherwise many people will bump into problems costing time.

The online forums of studies were also found to encourage the commitment of students to various experimental and practical subjects that have formats of content and new approaches. This research also found various restraints that are associated with the VLEs. Such negative impacts include; lack of practice among the students. They also face the problem of delayed answers to the questions that they may have in their learning period as opposed to the classroom situation where the lectures are available, thus provides immediate clarifications to the questions that their students have posed.  Despite these limitations, it can be stated that the implementation of the Virtual Learning Environments is not just feasible and functional but is also highly recommended in various educational processes.   

Recommendation
It is highly recommended for every student to have more sources of information, always have a backup plan about where to get vital information if for example online learning is not accessible, dependency upon one source of information is to be avoided. Students and lecturers should further consider that it is appropriate to have back-up plans whenever they are using the VLE technology. 
Taking into consideration the use of different materials and the information collected from primary and secondary research, the application of the VLEs tools such as phones, social networks, and the use of such applications as online dictionaries should be considered by teachers as an important achievement in technological innovation.  VLEs should, therefore, serve as a vital complement to both the instructions of the teachers and student's learning. Despite the benefits that lie in the application of the online facilities of learning, it is worth noting that their benefits partly rely on the investment that the university administration has made. It is also suggested that researchers should continue to engage in this field of study so as to expose and find out the great potential in the VLEs, thus bring about a harmonious and productive achievement in technology as well as in the learning experiences of the students. And to help student be more productive by achieving more with the use of technology as well as making the most out of their experiences.  
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