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Need to investigate English lexis specifically in religion 
contexts is pointed out by Crystal (1995) and  Crystal 
and Davy (1969). They also noted the uniqueness of the 
sermon genre especially how it exists in the crossroads 
of orality and literacy and yet how it has attracted little 
linguistic attention as will be illustrated in the section of 
literature review. To reveal the difference in  traits of 
English lexis, a sermon corpus against background 
reference corpus is analyzed. The results of this 
enhances understanding and appreciation of language 
as a system and contributes to the existing but limited 
literature of language and language use.

On methodological basis, the study uses corpus-
research method. Data is represented by the 
investigated corpus.  The corpus of the sermons that 
were invest igated were acquired onl ine. For 
comparability, The British National Corpus (BNC) 
was selected as a reference normative corpus. It 
was selected because it a standard  and adequate 
measure of contemporary English. The sample used 
is a small version of BNC called the BNC sampler.  
The version has 50% written and 50% spoken 
English excerpted from the  larger  BNC.

On methodological basis, the study uses corpus-
research  method .  Data  i s  represented by  the 
investigated corpus.  The corpus of the sermons that 
we re  i n ves t i ga ted  we re  acqu i r ed  on l i ne .  Fo r 
comparability, The British National Corpus (BNC) was 
selected as a reference normative corpus. It was 
selected because it a standard  and adequate measure 
of contemporary English. The sample used is a small 
version of BNC called the BNC sampler.  The version 
has 50% written and 50% spoken English excerpted 
from the  larger  BNC. 

The wordsmith keyword tool results showed the existence of a 
general/core vocabulary in contrast to a specialized vocabulary. 
Comparing 100 most frequent words found revealed that 
functional words are used more frequent and with supporting 
reasons as See Table 1, Figures 1 and 2 illustrate on lexical 
patterns, 10 main kinds of word combinations were found. 5 of 
the 7 known  English lexical collocation kinds were found. 
Collocational analyses established that there is a difference in  
language use in sermons and in general use.: both grammatical 
and lexical patterns were revealed Findings show that sermon 
words have prosody with results that sermon words are often 
positive contrary to the prosodies of individual words.

The study confirms that sermon lexis is unlike English lexis. The 
incontrovertible evidence provided by the corpus validates these 
findings and gives conclusion credibility. Owing to the limited 
literature in this area, this is substantial evidence of impact of 
context on language content, usage and lexis and this is an enough 
warrant for further research.  
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