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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


In Wales the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA) puts a duty on local authorities, health boards, and other agencies to work together to safeguard children and promote their well-being. It intends to protect children from significant harm. It promotes the principle of early intervention, ensuring children and their families are given support promptly, with a view to reducing and preventing escalating concerns.  

The Children Act (1989) (CA) establishes a legal framework for protecting children from harm. Where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is experiencing, or is at risk of significant harm (SSWBA, 2014) the CA (1989) stipulates the duties of local authorities to safeguard, and when to investigate and initiate care proceedings. Part 3 of the CA (1989) has been replaced by part 6 of the SSWBA (2014) this refers to the support provided by the local authority for children and their families. 

International legislation The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) is significant when safeguarding children. Children have a right to be protected from all forms of abuse, neglect and exploitation. The UNCRC advocates the rights of every child. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 puts a responsibility on the Welsh government to have regard to the UNCRC in all its procedures and ensure that everyone in Wales is aware of the rights of children as set out in the UNCRC. 

Nationally the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (WSP) have been implemented to support professionals apply the legislative requirements of the SSWBA (2014). The procedures provide guidance on how professionals should respond to concerns about a child’s well-being, how to recognise signs of abuse, and guidance on multi-agency working. The procedures highlight the significance of making sure a child’s views are considered in safeguarding decisions. 

At a local level local authorities have are requirement to establish local safeguarding children boards (NWSCB, 2024), this includes the local authority, local police, health board, NHS trust and probation board (Part 7, SSWBA, 2014). The role of NWSCB (2024) is to protect and prevent children in its locality who are experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or harm. NWSCB (2024) do this by ensuring there is multi-agency collaboration in planning and delivering protection services with effective information sharing. 

At an organisational level my local authority has robust safeguarding policies. There is an established safeguarding team that leads on safeguarding concerns and provides guidance and support. I know that if I was to identify a child at risk of significant harm, I would raise concerns with my line manager and complete a child safeguarding referral. Under section 21 of the SSWBA (2014) the local authority has a duty to assess the needs of a child to determine what care and support needs the child requires. If a child appears to be at risk of significant harm the local authority has a duty to investigate under section 47 of the CA (1989). However if I identified a child at risk of immediate harm I would report to the police. An emergency protection order that lasts up to 72 hours can be made to remove the child immediately to a place of safety without making a court order. 

Word count: 540








	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding adults involves balancing protection measures and respecting individual autonomy. Safeguarding children involves proactive protection measures with a focus on family support. Adult safeguarding policies combined with children’s safeguarding polices can dilute the message about safeguarding adults. Due to both groups facing different issues, procedures for reporting abuse differ, and different legislation. Having separate safeguarding policies and procedures for both adults and children will provide clear guidance to everyone to safeguard both groups efficiently (ann craft trust, 2024). 

There are differences in legal frameworks; safeguarding children is governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA) as well as the Children Act (1989) (CA) which focuses on protecting individuals under the age of 18. Both acts distinguish that children are more vulnerable due to their age and dependency on adults. The SSWBA (2014) defines a child at risk as a child who; a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; and b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the Local authority is meeting any of those needs). In comparison adult safeguarding is governed by the SSWBA (2014) which puts duties on local authorities to safeguard adults who have needs for care and support. The act defines an adult at risk who; a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect; b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs); and c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it.

The types of abuse children and adults can experience can differ. Children can be more susceptible to physical, sexual and emotional abuse as well as exploitation due to their age and vulnerability. The emphasis on safeguarding is hearing the child’s voice, early intervention and family support. Adults can experience financial abuse, self-neglect, and domestic violence. A fundamental difference is that adults have more autonomy to make decisions for themselves. An adult can refuse to engage in safeguarding procedures and has the right for no action to be taken as long as no criminal activity has taken place. Safeguarding procedures can still be followed if an adult is at increased risk and lacks mental capacity under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) to consent to procedures (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). Professionals have to balance respecting an adult’s right to self-determination with protecting them from harm.    

To summarise, safeguarding children and adults have shared intentions of protecting individuals from harm, but the approaches differ due to legal frameworks, individual needs and vulnerabilities of both groups. 
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