Michelle Bachelet – Human/Women’s Rights Activism
[bookmark: _Int_PvtPozEN][bookmark: _Int_cAEZXx6X][bookmark: _Int_EpRPNxQb]Michelle Bachelet, first female president of Chile, achieved many firsts without the ambition of becoming President of Chile. Her rise through the political ranks and subsequent emergence as president elect drew worldwide attention to her and what she was bringing to the table. What drew me to Bachelet was her connection to the Allende era, a topic I had previously researched, and having lived through the General Pinochet coup during which her father had been imprisoned and tortured for opposition to it. She herself had been detained and tortured alongside her mother until they were exiled.  What is fascinating, is that regardless of her past experiences, through her strength and determination, she unconventionally succeeded to work her way up the political ladder, achieving many firsts along the way to then becoming the first female president of Chile with the highest approval rating in the history of Chile.  Furthermore, once in office, Michelle successfully tackled women's rights across sectors. This assignment will look at her focused but unassuming rise to the achievement of becoming president in Chile not only once but twice but also appointed executive director of UN Women (2011-2013), as well as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (2018-2022). The focus will be around her advocacy for human rights but more so emphasis on addressing women's rights issues across all sectors of society. A summary of which is below: -
· Michelle Bachelet, twice president of Chile is a woman who, with strong motivation to redress human rights violations within Chile succeeded in making deep changes across all sectors of society.
· [bookmark: _Int_uRQ5oIGF]Human Rights background - Human Rights at its inception was a broad outline which was an outcome of the atrocities of WWII human rights violations. Amnesty International (2024) website, has broadly defined the UN declaration as having a right to “live their lives freely, equ­­ally and in dignity.”  It has become increasingly clear that human rights infringements can be identified in many areas of society. An area, in particular, is women's rights of which is a large subset incorporating not only human rights violations in the broader sense but also violations that are pertinent to women only. This defines the context in which this assignment will be approached. 
· Her background – her father as Air Force General during the Allende years, his appointment to the United States and subsequent opposition of the coup of General Pinochet which led to his detention, torture, and death whilst in custody, Bachelet’s own detention and torture after Allende was deposed, her exile to Australia and Germany and eventual return to Chile and the events that led to her election as President of Chile. 
· Looking at the challenges she will have faced whilst being president – the pressures of being female, critical views that may have been afforded her due to her being female in comparison to male approaches in similar positions.
· [bookmark: _Int_y2NZHQyA]Looking at policies she implemented whilst in office including opposition, successes and challenges she will have faced. 
· Brief analyses of the challenges faced by female leaders in what has been a male dominated environment with a brief look at other female leaders and their approaches to leadership. The expectations, challenges, and perspectives of peers and those of the people. 
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