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Alexander’s relationship with Bagoas is presented from different perspectives by the ancient sources, yet there are overarching themes and clear similarities between the three sources I will be discussing. I will be focusing primarily on Curtius Rufus and Plutarch as there are interesting comparisons to be made here that can be discussed with a political and moral perspective.

The first obvious similarity between the three sources is that Bagoas and Alexander had a sexual relationship. Plutarch and Athenaeus (quoting Dicaearchus) both tell us that at the festival of Gedrosia, Alexander kissed Bagoas in front of the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:17077] Plutarch specifically says ‘Being well heated with wine, and that his favourite, Bagoas, won the prize for song and dance...[Bagoas] took his seat by Alexander’s side, at the sight of which the Macedonians clapped their hands and loudly bade the King kiss the victor, until at last he threw his arms about him and kissed him tenderly.’[footnoteRef:2553] Two key thing we can learn from this paragraph is that Alexander’s relationship with Bagoas was publicly encouraged by the Macedonian’s and that Bagoas was honoured enough within the Macedonian camp to have a seat by Alexander’s side. Curtius Rufus also cements the sexual and romantic relationship between Alexander and Bagoas by saying ‘[he] was afterwards to be loved by Alexander.’[footnoteRef:29388] [17077:  Athenaeus. 603b. Plutarch. 67.3.]  [2553:  Plutarch. 67.3.]  [29388:  Curtius Rufus. 6.5.23.] 


The primary difference between the sources is that Curtius Rufus describes how Bagoas had a negative influence over Alexander and used his sexuality to sway Alexander’s views and actions whereas Plutarch does not paint Bagoas in this negative light. For example, he tells us that ‘the eunuch exercised the power which he had gained by shame and disgrace against the life of an eminent and guiltless man.’[footnoteRef:23555] The context for this statement is that Bagoas was spurned by the satrap Orsines and was not given a gift by him, unlike all of Alexander’s other friends. Orsines’ reasoning for this was that ‘[Orsines] was honouring the friends of the king, not his harlots.’[footnoteRef:5195] This negative description of Bagoas’ relationship with Alexander is unique to Curtius Rufus’ writings and one possible reason for this is that Curtius Rufus was writing during the reign of Augustus and his moral reforms may have influenced the opinions on eunuchs at the time.  [23555:  Curtius Rufus. 10.1.27.]  [5195:  Curtius Rufus. 10.1.25.] 


In conclusion, while Plutarch, Athenaeus and Curtius Rufus all agree on the sexual and romantic relationship with Bagoas, Curtius Rufus goes into more detail on the nature of the relationship and paints it in a negative light.
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