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[bookmark: _Toc175911095]Introduction 
There are certain skills that are essential for students to develop during their academic life as these skills develop better employment opportunities. The primary purpose of the following context is to analyse skills like time management, academic writing, and critical thinking. The significance of these academic as well as employability skills will be explored here in depth. 


[bookmark: _3v9xvzgh4x5l][bookmark: _Toc175911096]1. Time Management 
[bookmark: _foe6821phsus]1.1 Defining time management and its impact on personal and academic life 
The term time management generally focuses on indicating the process involved in planning as well as organising ways in which individuals allocate their time between several activities or tasks (Cottrell, 2010). In other terms, it can be said that the coordination of various activities facilitates the effectiveness of efforts done by an individual. 
Impact of time management on academic and personal life: Time management is an important skill required by students. Effective time management allows students to manage their time so they can manage tasks based on urgency and achieve academic goals. It helps in understanding lessons or activities that require immediate attention. This further contributes to meeting the assignment deadline while securing time for additional studies (CFI, 2024). Moreover, it reduces excessive stress while allowing students to balance their personal lives as well. As a result, individuals are able to focus on their social and personal well-being while minimising procrastination. Eat the Frog is a basic productivity method that is effective in dealing with procrastination. As per this technique, an important task is determined by an individual and accomplish it first. This is mainly focused on prioritising high-impact tasks, leading to effective time management. 
[bookmark: _bu7sthrnh86i]1.2 Examples of how the knowledge has helped in structuring studies 
Completing assignments: Getting an assignment completed before the deadline and other studying aspects or a group study can be considered as a good example of showing the influence of the knowledge of time management (CFI, 2024). As a student, I can effectively manage my time to complete an assignment before prior group study. Dividing the work into various time slots and finishing them within the assumed time can help me to complete the same before any other work. 
Creating to-do lists: Creating some to-do lists for specific tasks and academic work is another example to show the influence of time management skills on structuring studies (CFI, 2024). These kinds of lists have helped me to separate my most essential items of study from other elements.
[bookmark: _r82pqzvs7bip]1.3 Examining priorities and their impact on time management
Class attendance and studies: Attending classes and investing enough time in study purposes is one of the major priorities for students. Students are usually required to shape their time on seminars, lectures, and other areas which require a good amount of balance between scheduling and time management. This can help them cover all kinds of academic materials and yet make time for other aspects as well (SkillsYouNeed, 2024). 
Exam preparation and assignment deadlines: Among other things, preparing for exams is one of the major priorities for students. There are assignments that need to be completed within the deadline that might impact their time management abilities. Associated impacts may include managing time effectively while dividing the time on completing assignments, doing revisions of course materials, and preparing with the exam questions (SkillsYouNeed, 2024).

[bookmark: _lvpzl2fommlk][bookmark: _Toc175911097]2. Academic Writing 
[bookmark: _cg2doi3u1yju]2.1 Defining Academic Writing 
A type of scholarly or non-fiction writing generated as a component of any educational work while following the standards of any academic discipline is commonly known to be academic writing (Van Emden, 2016). Academic writing is known to be more complex and formal than other forms of writing. Along with these, other features associated with academic writing involve precision, accuracy, objectivity, presentation, and organisation.  
[bookmark: _djfow2u0mty]2.2 Discussing the significance of academic writing 
Develop critical thinking and analytical skills: Critical thinking and analytical skills are crucial in professional life as these skills help to solve complex problems while contributing to decision-making (Elder and Paul, 2020). Academic writing has the potential to help students develop these skills. This is mainly because academic writing requires individuals to understand and assess any topic critically from different angles based on which new perspectives are developed (Pritchard, 2008). Analysing information for the content of academic writing and further integrating it tends to open the minds of students to new viewpoints and perspectives. Therefore, academic writing can be considered vital for the development of an individual’s critical thinking skills. 
Enhances research and knowledge: Academic writing is associated with incorporating relevant pieces of information in the content which requires immense research and a strong research skill (Levin, 2009). Thus, it can be said that effective academic writing contributes majorly to the strong research skills of an individual. It helps in determining relevant sources and using accurate keywords for searching information. Besides, it can also be said that in-depth research conducted due to academic writing is also associated with knowledge development (Levin, 2009). Since multiple sources are explored while preparing content for academic writing, this helps the student to develop immense knowledge on the particular subject area. Therefore, strong academic writing can be related to the development of research skills and knowledge as well. 
Develops professionalism: Academic writing can be associated with the development of professionalism and ethics. This is mainly because academic writing involves certain formal formats that students must adhere to (Pears, 2019). As an example, it is imperative for students to address the source from where data has been gathered and presented in the content. This also means acknowledging the work of other scholars that have been incorporated into the content. This is mainly done through proper citation and referencing, ensuring the ethics of the writing (Pears, 2019). Besides, developing original content while not copying the ideas of others is the key to proper academic writing. These aspects are known to be associated with professionalism and develop a sense of ethics among students. 

[bookmark: _15wurohl38h7][bookmark: _Toc175911098]3. Critical Thinking
[bookmark: _4dmjtgotq1zx]3.1 Defining critical thinking
A particular ability of an individual to analyse available pieces of evidence, arguments, and facts for developing unbiased and rational conclusions or judgments is generally indicated as critical thinking (Cottrell, 2019). Effective implementation of critical thinking is associated with self-discipline, self-corrective, and self-directed habits of an individual. The skill of critical thinking can be considered crucial for students in terms of problem-solving, making informed decisions, adapting to change, engaging in long-term learning, and so on. 
[bookmark: _c3njfo2fh3gf]3.2 Showcasing an understanding of critical thinking and its role in enhancing work quality
Critical thinking, in the modern world, is known to play a major role in empowering people to explore a wide array of information while discerning facts and making well-informed decisions (Cottrell, 2019). This particular skill can be honed and cultivated by students with the help of immense practice along with reflection. The benefits that individuals can acquire from effective critical thinking in terms of producing high-quality work are wide-ranging. The quality of work produced by students is highly influenced by their critical thinking abilities.
Curiosity and creativity: Effective critical thinking can be related to creativity among students as well as curiosity. With the development of critical thinking skills, students tend to become more curious to assimilate more information (Ruminski and Hanks, 2020). Along with this, their thinking process also develops and they understand things from different perspectives. These aspects allow students to develop the quality of their academic work like assignments or projects, further guiding them to success. 
Self-reflection: Critical thinking requires self-understanding and self-discipline that can be developed from effective reflective practices. Reflecting on one’s performance and experience allows an individual to understand the strengths and flaws (Wooll, 2022). This helps in understanding ways in which the strengths can be capitalised on while the weaknesses can be eliminated. Based on these practices related to critical thinking, students are able to improve their future performances and produce high-quality academic work. 
Problem-solving: One of the associated outcomes of effective critical thinking is the ability of an individual to resolve problems innovatively. Since the ability to think critically allows an individual to assess any situation from multiple perspectives, it also allows them to come up with innovative approaches to any complex situation (Wooll, 2022). This aspect of critical thinking is known to be quite significant for students while dealing with complex academic scenarios. It can be often seen that students face challenging situations during their lessons or while completing their assignments. Effective critical thinking enables them to come up with innovative solutions to these complex problems and produce high-quality work. 


[bookmark: _i491ntr3zioq][bookmark: _Toc175911099]Conclusion
[bookmark: _of7h2a32syst]According to the above discussion, the success of students in their academic as well as professional lives relies on certain skill sets. The role of time management skills has been identified as vital in the life of a student in terms of managing both personal as well as academic life. Along with that, the ability of effective academic writing has also been identified to help students develop analytical skills, ensure professionalism, and enhance knowledge. Furthermore, the above context determined the significance of critical thinking in producing high-quality work. 
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