What is meant by the term criminal justice system? (This include a general definition, types of courts and crimes dealt with by the criminal justice system)
 
The Criminal justice system is compiled with different agencies that handle and manage crime the agencies that are included are the police , the police will investigate crimes and hold suspects in custody , the other agencies that is involved with the criminal justice system is the courts, the courts there are multiple courts but the main 3 are the magistrates court which handle minor cases such as common assault , anti social behaviour and minor theft. crimes will be reviewed in the magistrate court to decide wether it should be taken to a higher court. . The crown court will handle more serious cases such as murder, rape and robbery , the crown court will handle cases that the magistrates don’t have the jurisdiction over, in the crown court they are staffed by judges and juries unlike the magistrates that is handled by lay magistrates or district judges. And the other main court is the Supreme Court . The Supreme Court is the highest court in the uk. The Supreme Court will handle appeals from lower court decisions , and also constitutional human rights issues. There are other courts included also, there is the youth court, the youth court will be handled by a specific type of magistrates that deals with offenders of the ages 10/17, this court focuses on rehabilitation. The other court is the court of appeal this handles people’s convictions  and reviews do see whether there is any mistakes with the sentence. And finally the high court (queen’s bench division) this court  can hear certain serious crimes  which can include reviews from lower courts and public bodies that are involved with the justice system.
Criminal Justice Dictionary. (n.d.). Criminal Justice Alliance. Retrieved July 14, 2024, from https://www.criminaljusticealliance.org/resources/criminal-justice-dictionary/#:~:text=Criminal%2520justice%2520system%2520(CJS)%2520%E2%80%93
ICLR. (2018). The courts and tribunals of England and Wales - ICLR. ICLR. https://www.iclr.co.uk/knowledge/topics/the-courts-and-tribunals-of-england-and-wales/



Current issues with the criminal justice system. (Recent issues
The criminal justice system has a lot of issues and these are some key issues that it faces  

Prison overcrowding 
In the uk there is currently a massive issue with prison overcrowding, with overcrowding leads to poor living conditions. With over crowding and poor living conditions leads to violence within the prison. Due to the overcrowding it’s said that prisoners in England and wales will be let out after completing 40% of their sentences. Prisoners serving determined sentences with a fixed date will be released after serving 50% .prisoners that are serving sentences for serious crimes such as sex offenders, rapists , murderers and terrorists but prisoners with offences like drug offences and shoplifting. 
According to the bbc that multiple prisons are almost at maximum population, with about 87,453 out of 88,864. 
Prisoners will be released early. Can that really fix overcrowded jails? (2024, July 11). BBC News. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx72g0vevz0o#:~:text=There%20have%20been%20numerous%20warnings

 Probation service.
The probation service is crucial for convicts when they come out of prison. The probation service helps keep them in line and make them turn up to frequent meetings and do community service , although the probation service helps with the overcrowding problem in prisons it creates another problem. With prisoners getting released early and put into probation it makes the probation service overcrowded and leads to them having back logs. The probation service has a severe case of understaffing and underfunding. With underfunding it leads to understaffing also but not just that it takes opportunity’s from the service to improve themselves and limits their resources. They need rescourses like housing and mental health services. With the underfunding also means that it will be harder to provide proper training and development.
Starling, J. (2024, June 5). Opinion: 10 reasons why the civil service can’t do probation | Article, News | News. UNISON National. https://www.unison.org.uk/news/article/2024/06/opinion-10-reasons-why-the-civil-service-cant-do-probation/#:~:text=The%20Probation%20Service%20has%20a


Racial disparity 
Racial disparity means that the criminal justice system treats other races unequally , so people from different ethnic backgrounds and religions . This is affected by the policing and arresting suspects and to their sentencing in court.
Fairness  and justice, fairness should be shown to everyone during arrest and trail, unfortunately it’s show. That people from other ethnic groups are treated unfairly. The population of non write people stopped and searched are “37% of those stopped and searched , 23% of those arrested and 27% of the prison population is non white” even though 27% of the prison population in prison isn’t a lot when you take into account of the amount of non whites there are in the uk that percentage is very high, in  the uk the percentage of non white people is at 15%.. and in the police service there are about only 7% of police officers that are non white , and for the judges there is only a population of 10% out of all judges in the uk that are non white. 
Not having other ethnicities in the police service is discouraging to non white communities and doesn’t give them the comfortably and safety .

How have minorities been treated by the UK’s judicial system? (n.d.). Economics Observatory. Retrieved July 16, 2024, from https://www.economicsobservatory.com/how-have-minorities-been-treated-by-the-uks-judicial-system#




Key benefits of the criminal justice system. (Recent benefits)

There are a lot of issues with the justice system but there is a lot of benefits that the come from the criminal justice system.
Rehabilitation
The criminal justice system really look at rehabilitation it’s such an important part for when people come out of prison. 
There are multiple ways of rehabilitation in prison is basic education such as GCSE and A levels ,they also do higher education, for the higher education they provide courses with universities and colleges, this is very beneficial for ex convicts when re intergrating into society it can help them get work once they leave prison and it can also keep them out of trouble in prison by them focusing on their education 
Prison Reform Trust. (2018, May). Education and work in prison. Prison Reform Trust. https://prisonreformtrust.org.uk/adviceguide/education-and-work-in-prison/

Out of prison rehabilitation 
Support services such as employment and housing. 
There are multiple services for people that come out of prisons, there are services for for helping finding work for when they come out of prison, because when coming out of prison and having convictions it become very difficult for them to get back into society and work. There are also services that provide housing for prisoners that come out so they are not left on the streets. There are organisations such as “cleansheet” and “breakthrough” they help with finding jobs and apprenticeships
About. (n.d.). Clean Sheet. https://www.cleansheet.org.uk/about/

Insights. (n.d.). Breakthrough. Retrieved July 19, 2024, from https://www.wearebreakthrough.org/blog

Mental health support 

Mental health support for prisoners that have come out of prison is crucial, when prisoners, prisoners mental health can go down hill so fast when coming out because of the fact of it being more difficult to get a a job and housing, and also they might be ashamed of the crime they’ve been committed of and it can really be a big factor on being able to function back to normal living 
Kelput, H. (2021, February 16). Mental Health Support For Ex-offenders. Back into Society. https://backintosociety.co.uk/2021/02/16/mental-health-support-for-ex-offenders/




 


Reform suggestions.
Addressing over crowded prisons 

Improving the probation service by improving the relationship between the courts and probation service, to make it easier for the probation service  they should give less serious offenders lesser sentences in probation such as give them less hours of community service and and make them go to less meetings 
Putting practitioners and evidence at the heart of justice reform STRENGTHENING PROBATION, BUILDING CONFIDENCE CONSULTATION RESPONSE FROM THE CENTRE FOR JUSTICE INNOVATION. (n.d.). https://justiceinnovation.org/sites/default/files/media/document/2019/20180920%20STRENGTHENING%20PROBATION%20vfinal%20sent%20version.pdf



Summary/ Conclusion.

The criminal justice system in the United Kingdom, which includes the police and different courts, is crucial for upholding law and order and promoting rehabilitation. But it faces several obstacles, including as racial inequities, insufficient probation services, and congestion in prisons.Public trust is put at risk by prison overpopulation, which results in poor conditions and early releases. The probation service's effectiveness is hampered by underfunding and understaffing. Racial discrepancies in representation, punishment, and law enforcement expose structural prejudices that must be addressed.Although these problems, the system's efforts at rehabilitation—which include providing ex-offenders with social services and education—are noteworthy.  These initiatives decrease recidivism and promote reintegration.In conclusion, although there are still certain aspects of the UK criminal justice system that require development, its capabilities in rehabilitation offer a solid base for future progress. Reforms and greater money to address present issues will
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