Literature based dissertation
Any well-written dissertation is easy to follow.  You are basically telling a story; a story based on what you have read and what you think about what you have read.  Your work will be easier to follow if it is well structured and divided into clear steps; you may want to consider using chapters rather than the headings given.  Subheadings can add further clarity if they are used constructively.
For a literature based dissertation a possible structure could be:
Title
Contents page
List of Figures 
List of Tables
Abstract
Introduction
Methodology and research methods
Critical analyses 
Discussion and implications for policy
Conclusion
References
Appendices (if appropriate) 

Or
Title
Contents page
List of Figures 
List of Tables
Abstract
Introduction
Methodology and research methods

 
Conclusions
References
Appendices (if appropriate) 

Below is an overview of the common areas of a library or literature based dissertation.  It does not include details of the main body, as this aspect will be dependent on the individual scope of your study.


Abstract 
The abstract briefly outlines what you did and what you concluded (as discussed in dissertation lectures).
Introduction 
This will give the aim and objectives of your study, why the topic is of interest to you and any broader significance (e.g., currently in the news, an emerging theme, new policy issued, locally important etc.), how your dissertation 'adds value' to previous research (i.e., what is new): the rationale for your study
It must include your research question; this will help with structuring your study.  You may be putting forward a particular argument and you can give this in your introduction with the issues that you are going to address.  

The introduction should provide a brief overview of the structure (i.e., sections or chapters). One way to view these that may help you find and apply them is to consider them as fine connecting threads that are presented in the introduction, run throughout the chapters and are pulled together in your conclusions. 







Start with big picture
Explore links to themes
Draw themes together  
Refocus on conclusion in precise terms
Introduction continued…
You will also need to introduce and define the key concepts and terms in your discussion. This is an important part of a literature-based dissertation.  However, do not confuse this with a description of the theory; rather explain how you will be discussing your research topic through these theories, exploring the strengths and limitations of them in revealing knowledge for your research topic. 

Methodology and research methods 
You need to identify your research paradigm and why you have chosen to use this particular methodology and not another.  Following this you should outline the methods you have used to collect your literature.  This is relatively straight forward, but does require some concise writing and a good understanding of research methods and reflexivity (your personal biases). Outline the types of material you have used (peer-reviewed journal articles, books, grey literature, newspaper reports, web based resources) and the different strengths and limitations of each.  How have you carried out your searches? What parameters did you set for the search; how did you decide what to include and what to leave out? What strengths and constraints and limitations are there to your study?

Discuss why a library-based dissertation is appropriate and explore the methodological issues raised.  In choosing to do a library-based dissertation you have chosen a specific method: why? What are the advantages/disadvantages over the other methods available? What difficulties might this method present? 

Ethical considerations: It could be that you can state that there are no obvious ethical considerations, but it is important that you show that you have at least thought about the possible ethical implications of your study. Has the work you found or reviewed been conducted ethically? It might be that the subject area that you are interested in is not accessible to novice researchers, so ethically your chosen method/ology is a more ethical approach. 


Conclusion
There are no ‘results’ in qualitative research, and you should remember that your review and ‘analysis’ is a series of interpretations that are open to question. Your conclusion draws together the significant interpretations that you have made.
It recaps the main points covered in very succinct terms. The conclusion makes absolutely clear the links between the review of literature and the research question.  If possible, provide a categorical answer to the research question. Outline any implications of your findings; new policies, further studies, curriculum changes etc.?
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