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INTRODUCTION:

In order to better understand how socioeconomic inequality, social class, and deprivation affect crime rates, this dissertation examines the connection between socioeconomic disparities and criminality in the United Kingdom. Sociological and criminological research has long acknowledged the link between criminal behaviour and socioeconomic level. Scholars have regularly seen an over-representation of people from deprived beginnings in the criminal justice system, indicating a clear correlation between poverty and criminal activity. (Farrington, 2001; Sampson & Laub, 1993).

Given the significant increase in disparities in wealth and social isolation over the past few decades in the UK, this issue has become particularly urgent. In their trailblazing book *The Spirit Level*, Wilkinson and Pickett (2010) make the case that nations with higher levels of disparity in wealth also typically have higher rates of social issues, such as crime. According to their theories, the growing disparity between the rich and the poor feeds a feeling of relative availability, which can eventually incite criminal activity and a breakdown in society. This perspective is consistent with criminology's strain theory, which claims that people turn to crime when they are unable to achieve socially acceptable goals through legal means. (Merton, 1938).

Moreover, cuts in spending imposed in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis have changed the socioeconomic landscape of the UK and disproportionately impacted low-income areas. (Hastings et al., 2015). Cuts to public services, such as social welfare, housing, and education, have made poverty and deprivation worse and may increase crime due to individuals finding it more challenging to meet their essential needs. (Cooper & Whyte, 2017). According to research published in (2017), the Joseph Rowntree Foundation found that higher unemployment and deprivation rates have been linked with higher crime rates, particularly within urban areas where social services are frequently underutilised.

Additionally, the concept of social disorganisation, as introduced by Trust for London (2023). provides a framework for understanding how socio-economic factors contribute to criminality at the community level. Their research in boroughs of London demonstrated that crime rates were higher in neighbourhoods characterised by poverty, residential instability, and ethnic heterogeneity, as these factors weakened community bonds and social controls. This theory has been applied to the UK context by Bottoms (2007), who argues that deprived neighbourhoods in British cities exhibit similar patterns of social disorganisation, leading to higher rates of crime.

Racial and ethnic disparities further complicate the relationship between socio-economic status and criminality in the UK. Minority ethnic groups, particularly Black and South Asian communities, often face systemic discrimination in both the labour market and the criminal justice system, leading to higher levels of unemployment and poverty among these groups (Lammy, 2017). The disproportionate policing and harsher sentencing of minority individuals contribute to the overrepresentation of these groups in the criminal justice system, a phenomenon that cannot be fully explained by socio-economic factors alone (Bowling & Phillips, 2002).

With an emphasis on understanding how structural disparities contribute to the persistence of crime, this dissertation aims to give a thorough examination of the socioeconomic factors influencing criminal behaviour in the UK in light of these challenges. This research attempts to contribute to the larger discussion on crime prevention and social justice by analysing the relationship between socioeconomic inequality, social exclusion, and criminality. It also provides suggestions for policies for addressing the underlying causes of criminal activity.
The proposed study aims to evaluate the degree to which socio-economic differences contribute to criminality in the United Kingdom by examining current academic literature and actual data. With the ultimate goal of fostering a more just and equitable society, it will also investigate the possibility of using policy interventions to lessen these inequities and lower crime rates.
.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Examine in detail the different types of under reporting and why these are important and look at any alternatives.  

Review the outcome of the survey, looking at the details of the results, also review the reasons of the under reporting.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The literature on socio-economic disparities in criminality underscores the complex interplay between economic conditions and criminal behaviour. Scholars such as Wilkinson and Pickett (2010) argue that higher levels of income inequality correlate with higher rates of violent crime, as social cohesion deteriorates, and resentment grows among those left behind. Other studies, like those by Farrington (2001) and Sampson and Laub (1993), emphasise the role of early-life socio-economic disadvantage in shaping an individual’s likelihood of engaging in criminal activity later in life.
Recent reports from the UK’s Office for National Statistics (ONS) indicate that areas with higher levels of deprivation tend to have higher crime rates, particularly in categories such as violent crime and property crime. This relationship is often compounded by factors such as poor educational outcomes, limited employment opportunities, and inadequate access to social services, which further entrench individuals in cycles of poverty and criminality. Additionally, systemic issues like racial and ethnic discrimination exacerbate these disparities, as minority communities often face both economic and social marginalisation.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A survey will be conducted at a of multiple different police officers across the UK, in their experience of policing they tend to deal with high rate of incidents in socio-economic deprived area or whether the perpetrators of crime are from these deprived areas. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

 A sample questionnaire will be provided, I will aim to gain responses from a wide range of forces across the UK in the aim to gaining a better understanding of the broad range of experiences in different areas.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Conducting research into any topic discussing ethnic minority is a sensitive topic particularly  domestic related issues which has the potential to upset and cause distress to any individual.  

	TIME SCALE:

Time scale of all deadlines are strictly dictated by the University stage by stage, 
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