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In the years 1984-85 the National Union of Mineworkers began what would be the longest and one of the most violent[footnoteRef:1] strikes and industrial disputes in British history.[footnoteRef:2] Its significance and impact on Wales, is still felt throughout its communities to this very day.[footnoteRef:3] The political, economic and cultural fallout was catastrophic to the myriad of mining communities throughout Wales, especially to those in the South Wales valleys, who lost not only their livelihoods but their very identities. This essay looks to explore the remarkable story of the group “Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners” and how they forever changed and enlightened a South Wales mining community, through reaching out their hands in solidarity and support of the Welsh miners cause. In return these miners displayed that very same solidarity when they attended the London Gay Pride march on June 29th, 1985 and helped to pass the Labour Party motion to enshrine gay and lesbian rights into the party’s manifesto.[footnoteRef:4] Furthermore, this essay will explore the long lasting alliances that were formed between the LGBT community and Welsh/UK labour groups who helped to turn the tide of LGBT rights in this country.[footnoteRef:5] All of which could never have happened without the bond formed and solidarity shown with LGSM and the mining village of Onllwyn. Moreover, the essay will analyse and compare the legacy effect of this unlikely alliance as well as the social and cultural barriers of the time which made it such an unlikely alliance in the first place. It will also assess the astounding phenomenon of how differences in the perception of sexuality, gender and identity were completely bypassed and integrated in the face of mutual smear and brutality campaigns by the British press, establishment and police forces because of a similar struggle, goal and plight. The political and social implications of such a powerful occurrence of solidarity between two formerly polarised groups is worthy of further study and research. The prospect of potential findings in this research could have relevance in helping to breakdown the barriers and perceived “differences” between today’s increasingly polarised and ideologically stratified society. [1:  Douglass, David John. 2005. Strike, Not the End of the Story: Reflections on the Major Coal Mining Strikes in Britain (Wakefield, England: National Coal Mining Museum for England)]  [2:  Strikes Around the World, 1968–2005: Case-Studies of 15 Countries. 2007. (Amsterdam, Netherlands: Amsterdam University Press), pp 352-354.]  [3:  Prior, Neil. 2014. “Legacy of the Miners’ Strike in Wales” <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-26536595> [accessed 28 February 2022]]  [4:  Nellist, Joe. 2019. “35th Anniversary of Lesbian and Gays Support the Miners,” Lgbt.Foundation <https://lgbt.foundation/news/35th-anniversary-of-lesbian-and-gays-support-the-miners/315> [accessed 28 February 2022]]  [5:  Kelliher, D. 2014. “Solidarity and Sexuality: Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners 1984-5,” History Workshop Journal: HWJ, 77.1: 240–62 <https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbt012>
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