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AIM(S)
· To develop an understanding of the political, historical and cultural manifestations of the early Chinese empire in a global context, especially in relation to the Roman empire.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· explain the significance of the Han empire in the context of both Chinese history and world history using a wide range of original sources in translation;
· present information about Chinese history in various formats and genres in accordance with subject conventions while at the same time being accessible to non-specialist audiences.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Emergence of the Chinese empire
· Han expansion into Central Asia and intercontinental connections
· Imperial historiography
· Confucian Classics & Han Confucianism
· Spatial Dimensions of a unified world
· Communication and imperial rhetoric
· Rome and Chang’an as imperial cities
· Han funerary culture
· Han religion





Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	36
	18%

	Independent learning
	164
	82%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio  
	Maximum 6 elements, the equivalent of 5,000 words  
	100% 



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	HPAH5087

	Module Title
	The World of Han China (206 BCE to 220 CE)

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Lewis, Mark E. The Early Chinese Empires: Qin and Han. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010.
	☐

	Essential
	Marsili, Filippo. Heaven is Empty: A Cross-Cultural Approach to “Religion” and Empire in Ancient China. Albany: State University of New Press, 2018.
	☐

	Essential
	Mutschler, Fritz-Heiner and Achim Mittag. Conceiving the Empire: China and Rome Compared. Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.
	☒

	Essential
	Scheidel, Walter. State Power in Ancient China and Rome. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.
	☐

	Further
	Chin, Tamara T. "Defamiliarizing the Foreigner: Sima Qian's Ethnography and Han-Xiongnu Marriage Diplomacy." Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 70, no. 2 (2010): 311-354.
	☒

	Further
	Di Cosmo, N., “Ancient Inner Asian Nomads: Their Economic Basis and Its Significance in Chinese History”, The Journal of Asian Studies Vol. 53 No. 4, 1994
	☒

	Further
	Di Cosmo, Nicola. Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic Power in East Asian History. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.
	☐

	Further
	Fan, Ye. Through the Jade Gate to Rome : A Study of the Silk Routes during the Later Han Dynasty 1st to 2nd Centuries CE : An Annotated Translation of the Chronicle on the 'Western Regions' in the Hou Hanshu, edited by John E. Hill. Charleston, South Carolina: Charleston, South Carolina : BookSurge Publishing, 2009.
	☐

	Further
	Lagerwey, John and Marc Kalinowski. Early Chinese Religion : Shang through Han (1250 Bc-220 Ad). Early Chinese Religion Ser. 1st ed. Boston: BRILL, 2008.
	☐

	Further
	Miller, Allison R. Kingly Splendor: Court Art and Materiality in Han China. New York: Columbia University Press, 2020.
	☐

	Further
	Nienhauser, W. H., “Sima Qian and the Shiji”, in A. Feldherr and G. Hardy (eds.), The Oxford History of Historical Writing: Volume 1: Beginnings to AD 600, Oxford University Press, 2015
	☒

	Further
	Nylan, Michael, Griet Vankeerberghen, and Michael Loewe. Chang'an 26 BCE: An Augustan Age in China. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2015.
	☐

	Further
	Nylan, Michael. "Sima Qian: A True Historian?" Early China; Early China 23, (1998): 203-246.
	☒

	Further
	Rainey, Lee Dian. Confucius & Confucianism: The Essentials. Oxford ; Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.
	☐

	Further
	Sanft, Charles. Literate Community in Early Imperial China: The Northwest During Han Times. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2019.
	☐

	Further
	Sanft, Charles. Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2014.
	☐

	Further
	Stuurman, Siep. "Herodotus and Sima Qian: History and the Anthropological Turn in Ancient Greece and Han China." Journal of World History 19, no. 1 (2008): 1-40.
	☒

	Further
	Zhao, Dingxin. The Confucian-Legalist State : A New Theory of Chinese History. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.
	☐



