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Introduction
Magistrates are community volunteers who work with both family courts and criminal courts to hear cases. Judges pass the most serious cases to the Crown Court, managing more modest occurrences and less serious criminal offences.
Many legal judgments in England and Wales are not completed by judges. They are completed by regular individuals with no preceding legal training who function in a variety of sectors. But they do have a wisdom of justice. Moreover, they possess the skills of listening, sound judgment, and proud community representation. These people serve as judges. (2022)
About Magistrate
Magistrates, commonly referred to as Justices of the Peace, are persons from all domains of life who are committed to having a positive impact in the communities in which they reside. In addition to practising, they volunteer for around 13 days a year to hear various matters in courts. Both civil and criminal cases are handled by magistrates in either the Family Court or the Magistrates' Court. The role is unpaid, and many magistrates hold additional employment.
Over 12,000 people have volunteered to serve as a magistrate in England and Wales. They can be delegated from the age of 18 and resign at 75. The Senior Judge won't by and large select anybody more than 70, as there is an overall assumption that officers will want to sit for no less than five years before retirement.
A legally qualified justice's adviser assists magistrates in court with legal, procedural, and sentencing-related matters. After being appointed, magistrates must complete mandatory training to acquire the necessary skills. (Slobogin, 2020)
Responsibilities
Magistrates judge cases involving their communities in their separate courts. They can receive cases in the Magistrates' Court, which hears both civil and criminal proceedings, or the Family Court.
Justices frequently meet in groups, known as seats, of 2 or 3 in courts. Even while all three magistrates have the same power to decide cases, only one of them the presiding justice will speak at any one time. The two magistrates who sit on either side are known as wingers (G. Wayne Casaleggio, 2017).
As they gain expertise, some magistrates advance to the youth court to oversee cases concerning defendants between the ages of 10 to 18. Magistrates might likewise be seated with a judge in the Crown Court during the hearing of an appeal against a conviction or a judgment given in the magistrates' court.
Criminal cases in magistrates' courts
Nearly all criminal cases begin in a magistrates' court, and approximately 95% of them are resolved there. Domestic violence, drug offences, traffic violations, robbery, attacks, criminal damage, and violations of public order are all instances of probable cases.
In consort with the rest of their bench, the magistrates in the criminal court will attend to and consider all of the evidence obtainable by the court. If an offender has pleaded guilty or been found guilty, they are sent on to the Crown Court for penalizing or a complete trial with a judge and jury for more serious offences. (Blom-Cooper, 2015)
Civil proceedings in magistrates' courts 
With approximately 5 million cases annually, magistrates' courts have the largest civil jurisdiction in the arrangement. The greater part of the cases includes the implementation of municipal monetary liabilities: Rates, council tax, child support, and other similar fees. 
Magistrates in the Family Court 
Magistrates in the Family Court hear a wide range of cases, counting those concerning taking decisions that influence children who are in danger, supporting parted parents in arranging for their kids, implementing childcare orders, and assisting in the prevention of domestic violence. (HUXLEY-BINNS, 2014)
Magistrates in the youth court 
To preside over child courts, which follow processes that are a little less formal than those in adult criminal courts, magistrates have undergone specialised training. For instance, magistrates will actively engage with juvenile offenders without always doing so via a lawyer. (Machielsen, 2015) All criminal matters involving children (those under the age of 18) may be handled by the juvenile court, except homicide cases, which must be handled by a higher court, and civil matters. 
Thesis
Judges in the UK assume a basic part in the organisation of equity at the neighbourhood level, however, ongoing court closers and changes have brought up issues about their viability and sustainability.
Court closures 
Since 2010, there has been a significant shift in the estate of the courts in England and Wales as part of a program of reform to make it less necessary to physically attend certain types of hearings.
The changes have involved the conclusion and offer of a few court structures and the migration of administrations somewhere else. Between 2010 and 2020, based on the available information:
The public purse received at least £223 million from the sale of courthouses. There were 25 magistrates' court closures in the South East, followed by 22 in Wales and 21 in the North West. Out of 320 constituencies, 164 (or 51%), had magistrates' courts close. 151 constituencies had magistrates' courts close. (2021)
Characteristics 
Magistrates are everyday people who have common sense and the ability to make just decisions; They come from many different places. One must be between the ages of 18 and 70 and have never been convicted of a serious crime in the past. (Robinson, 2013)
Magistrates must be decisive and capable of developing unbiased, impartial, and transparent judgments via systematic deliberation to make verdicts that are just, neutral, and transparent. Magistrates need to be capable of taking numerous information and distinguishing relevant complications. recognising and respecting several viewpoints Magistrates need to be capable of comprehending and valuing many aspects of the problem, treating people with kindness, and showing true empathy for their predicaments. They also need to be knowledgeable about and capable of understanding fundamental cultural challenges. (Ferriès, 2019)
Speaking with responsiveness and regard officers should have the option to listen effectively and mindfully, explain sentiments and convey unhesitatingly and delicately inside secret limits. They must also be able to change how they communicate to fit the situation and clearly explain why they make the choices they do.
Being self-aware and willing to learn are essential qualities for magistrates. They must be able to think and learn from other people's points of view, as well as quickly adapt to changes. They must also be able to take advantage of opportunities to learn and keep up their skills, as well as employ effective strategies to keep their well-being up.
Occupied and drawing in through individuals expertly - justices should be congenial and reliable, ready to impart trust and certainty, and work in an expert and productive way both freely and with others. They must be able to engage others in decision-making and encourage them to participate, as well as appropriately challenge prejudice in both themselves and others. (Tudor et al., 2022)
Magistrates essentially exhibit the following qualities:
Decent character; fidelity and dedication; Social conscience; reliable judgments; Communication and comprehension; maturity and a good disposition.
One will receive all necessary instructions to become a magistrate; There is no need for prior legal experience. Only a few occupations can prevent anyone from being a magistrate because of a conflict of interest; Police officers, for instance, are not permitted to sit in on criminal trials.
Advantages or disadvantages (2014)
Magistrates are not compensated, whereas judges earn £90,000 annually. 1000 additional judges would be needed without magistrates, saving £100 million.
Neighbourhood mastery assists court processes. live close by, so they know all about provincial news. In Paul v. DPP, the curb crawls.
More accessible than judges because they don't need any formal training. There would be an additional 1000 adjudicators.
People who are open to people of all ethnicities in society. 49% of people are women.
Public self-assurance: They had a life, just like everyone else. In a 2000–2001 study, respondents indicated that they would not reduce magistrates' responsibilities.
Disadvantages
One-sided arraignment: Because of their absence of preparation, they could uphold the police. A single man's word was used against the police in R v. Bingham ex parte Jowitt, and the magistrates sided with the police.
One may forget words if they are inconsistent and only work 13 days a year. 77% of defendants in Essex were found guilty, while 21% were found guilty of ABH.
Hardened Case: Judge defendants according to previous cases. An example is Ex parte Jowitt in R v. Bingham 1974.
Just people who have spare time; are not in line with society. The majority of magistrates are middle-aged. While half of the magistrates are over 60, the majority of defendants are under 25.
Reliance on legal counsel—has no legal training and is therefore susceptible to legal counsel's influence. R v. Birmingham Magistrates, ex parte Ahmed.
Reform 
This project, which is a component of broader changes to the criminal justice system, would examine:
Ensuring that magistrates' abilities and skills are fully utilised so that they consistently handle significant and difficult cases within the scope of their authority rather than sending them to the Crown Court for punishment.
Removing the 500,000 or so minor traffic violations from the current procedure will help magistrates' courts become less crowded and allow them to focus on more severe offences.
To combat persistently high reoffending rates, the new powers would allow magistrates to sentence any offender who violates their new monitoring term after serving less than 12 months in jail to a "short sharp" two-week return to detention. (Saul and Stephens, 2015)
Conclusion 
The magistracy was established as the legal system's foundation. Magistrates have been providing justice in their resident societies for more than 650 years ever since the Justices of the Peace Act pioneered the concept that regular citizens, not lawyers, should be granted the authority to administer justice.
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