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Janine Dixon_1600982
Archival Exercise.

The Peasants Revolt of 1381

As it was not possible to visit the various archives containing all the archival evidence relating to the Peasants Revolt, I concentrated my search on the relevant sources that are available to view online. The documents I examined pertain particularly to the causes and the aftermath of the Revolt. This has enabled a good initial understanding of the subject. However, for a fuller picture, more extensive research into the documents not available online would be required. I would be particularly interested in exploring in greater detail what can be understood about the social history of the period and what it meant to be a peasant: the struggles and challenges. 
· London
· The National Archives

· C
· C54
· 221
· M. 28
Destruction of tax records, 16th Dec 1381. An order to the treasurer and barons of the exchequer which allowed tax collectors in Kent to account without producing documentation after documents were burnt by rebels. The Rebels knew that records kept by central government were important in controlling and regulating their lives.
· London

· The National Archives

· E

· E42

· 284

Certificate of manumission. 
· London

· The National Archives

· KB

· KB9

· 166

· 2, no.3

Inquisition into offences committed in Essex, 26th June to 2nd July 1381.

The Extract shows the unpopularity of large landowners and the opportunism of the rebels seizing property.

· London
· The British Library

· Royal 18

· E I

Jehan Froissart, Chroniques.

Country of Origin: Netherlands. Dated to before 1483.

Froissart chronicled the events of the Peasants Revolt. 

F. 165v Peasants Revolt.

F. 172 Murder of the archbishop of Canterbury.

F.175 Death of Wat Tyler.

Bury St Edmunds Abbey.

For this exercise, I also concentrated on the documents available online. I found a significant number of documents, so I concentrated on the period between 1000 and 1199 for my research which includes the period after its foundation in 1020. However, my research stops some way shy of the abbey’s  suppression in 1539. I am particularly interested in the daily lives of the monks at Bury St Edmunds Abbey and I would like future research to cover the period from its foundation to suppression to discover any changes to the daily lives of the monks over this time frame and how any significant events impacted on their lives. Furthermore, to discover the reasons why the abbey was one of the richest and most powerful Benedictine monasteries in England. 
· London

· British Library

· Harley

· MS

· 1005

Register known as ‘Liber Albus’ (The White Book). Its contents include an inventory of charters, miscellaneous rentals, tithes, and the chronicle of Jocelin de Brakeland. It also includes the customary of the abbey with texts relating to its history, customs, offices and benefactors. Dated early 12th century to early 15th century.

· London

· British Library

· Harley

· MS

· 76

· ff 137v-141v

Gospel Book containing copies of documents relating to abbey properties. Dated 1000-1100.

Contents:

1. Text concerning a dispute between Picot, sheriff of Grandbruge, and Gundulph, bishop of Rochester. (f. 137v).

2. Charter of Cnut. (f. 139r).

3. Bulla of Alexander II, 1071. (f. 139r- 140r).

4. Charter of William I regarding a dispute between Baldwin, abbot of Bury St Edmunds, and Arfast, bishop of Thetford in 1081. (ff 140r- 140v).

5. Writ of William I concerning judgement in favour of Baldwin in the dispute with Arfas, (ff. 140v -141r). 
· Oxford

· Oxford University: Corpus Christi College archives.

· MS

· 197

Rule of St Benedict. Also contains copies of documents relating to the abbey and its property. Dated 1050.

· Oxford Bodleian Library

· Ch

· Suff 

· A1

· 1-186

· Passim

Bury St Edmund Abbey royal and other charters, and deeds. Dated 1120-1538.

