Technologies of Enchantment

Gell considers art as an aspect of technology: art objects are objects “beautifully made or made beautiful” (Gell 1992: 43). These objects demonstrate technical excellence in their creation/making. Gell considers how these object, the craftsmen who produce them and the people who acquire them are entwined within a network of social relations. Art objects are
“one of the technical means whereby individuals are persuaded of the necessity & desirability of the social order which encompasses them” (Gell 1992: 44)
Technology of enchantment (the power or agency of the object) encompasses two aspects which beguile the viewer:
· Technical knowledge /skills;
· Extraordinary transformation of a natural material.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Consider how the following objects from Mycenaean Greece might be considered enchanted by their users and the audience who views them. What attributes (materials, crafting skills, iconography or decorative detail etc.) make these objects enchanted?


