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A critical discussion on how history has influenced the youth work practice in today’s society.


In this contribution I will be critically discussing how youth work has changed and development through the years. Some changes are for the better whereas others have had an impact on how the youth workers get frowned upon now. 
In broader social and pedagogical strategies, youth work has always played a role, Banks (1999) then added that youth work started in the 19th Century where anyone who volunteered in the church or the boys brigade were allowed to look after children. This made the impact of youth club a big deal and being located in a safe environment, meant that there were no harm to anyone, however if you asked the young people who I’ve worked and volunteered with they would not go to a youth club that is based in a religious location as they would automatically think it’s going to be religious and based around religion. 
Jumping to 2020, the changes that have been made due to investigation’s following Baby P and Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman (Hall, no date) where the change of child protection and the moral of safeguarding has changed. However, there is indeed a risk of instrumentalization and youth work becoming a weapon for all targets. 
This ambivalent position in youth work practise leads to a debate on the identity of youth work and its essential characteristics. From this became the Children’s act 1989, this is also mentioned in Rose (1997). However, due to the extreme increased media coverage which mostly focused public attention on crimes committed by young people, the children’s act was then aimed at protecting children and young people up to the age of 18. 	
The Youth work strategy (2018) outlines the importance of putting young people first. The Youth and Policy (2012) emphasises the significance of discussion and analysis models to help redefine the purpose and practise of youth work and to identify areas for improvement to ensure that we meet the needs of the young today. Along with this they mentioned four key models that coincide with youth work. 
In youth work that I have participated in over the years I have had to undergo courses such as safeguarding, child protection along with having several Discloser Barring Service (DBS) checks to ensure I’m safe to work with the young people. Conversely, how is having a youth leader being safe guaranteeing that all the young people are safe as noticed in some youth work, not all young people are safe and are at more risk of harming others rather than the youth worker. 
In conclusion youth work is an established and largely professionalised component of the educational and social welfare system in some countries. Youth work is developed relatively separately from these systems in other nations and is a practise carried out by volunteers. Youth work is a blend of all these interventions in most countries. In any event, youth work must also find its place today, positioning itself in relation to family and school, but also positioning itself among adult concerns and the needs and desires of young people, Coussée (2010). History is a rich mirror for our current and future policies and practises to reflect on.
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