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Personal Reflection
Before completing this module, I would consider myself to have a good understanding of safeguarding and the procedures to take due to previous experiences, however this module has helped to extend my knowledge on how other agencies are involved and the different types of legislation that is involved within safeguarding. 
I have learnt the importance of the 5 Rs within safeguarding, these are, recognising, responding, reporting, recording and referring. NSPCC (2025) emphasises on four of the Rs stating that by following these it ensures that all children should be kept safe and secure. As a practitioner by following these five Rs it allows for effective practice ensuring that young children are safe and able to be brought up and learn in safe environments. 
These steps ensure that there is a set way in which must be followed to safeguard the child, NSPCC states that these steps mean, recognising possible abuse that will be taking place, knowing what type of abuse it is and what to look for regarding that type of abuse, responding quickly and efficiently if concerns are in place, such as, taking it to a higher manager and reporting further, this then leads to reporting concerns to the appropriate person within the setting and ensuring everything is recorded word for word with dates, then if referrals are needed to take place the appropriate adult is able to continue the referral. 
The children Act (1989) states that there is a duty of professionals to protect children in order for their health and wellbeing to be improved. Taylor (2025) suggests that the main safeguarding issues that mainly take place are harm, abuse, neglect, exploitation and maltreatment, she states that by following the 5Rs this is then likely to be caught early if these are taking place and interventions allowed. 

Previously within my job role I have had experience of working with other agencies in order to safeguard children within my setting however I believe that during this module I have extended my knowledge of safeguarding and realised that safeguarding is not just looking after the child and keeping them safe from physical harm but it is ensuring that the environment that the child is learning in is safe and that their health and wellbeing is protected and that I am able to safeguard the child by ensuring I notice any changes or concerns that may take place in order to take this further. 
Before this module I had some knowledge on the 5Rs but would not say it was a strong topic that I knew much about, however during this module I have completed extensive research on the 5Rs and now have a strong understanding of how these must all be used alongside each other in order to best safeguard the child, this is going to help within my practice in the future as it is a step by step guide to follow in order to provide the best outcome for the child. The 5Rs will help me within my setting as I will know the type of behaviours and symptoms to look for in the child for signs of abuse or neglect, I
 also now have a strong understanding of how to respond to this and how to talk to the child so that they can trust me and that they are safe, reporting and recording will also help me within my role in the future as I will then know what I need to record and how it needs to be recorded in order for my documentation to be correct and efficient to be shared with other agencies. I also now have a much further understanding of what agencies could possibly be involved and how to refer to these to get the correct support for children and their families. I also now have more knowledge of many different agencies and the input they can have and the support that they are able to give alongside myself and setting.  
I have previously been involved with a safeguarding concern with a child who was at risk of physical harm from their parents within my setting before, I did not have much knowledge of how to talk to the child and reassure them that they are safe and able to talk to me comfortably and did not have a good understanding of what types of questions were appropriate to ask the child, however, since now completing this module I have much more understanding of what questions are acceptable and that the child should not be prompted and if they feel comfortable to talk it should be on their own accord. This is now going to be beneficial if I am ever involved within a safeguarding concern again as I will have more understanding on how best to speak to the child and how to just listen to them and report the conversation appropriately.
Overall I have enjoyed this module and believe it has benefited my professional role and the way in which I think and act now and how future situations can be approached, I believe it has been a beneficial module for myself and I look forward to putting all knowledge and legislation that I have researched and learnt into my work. 
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