To discuss the idea of whether God is God and if there’s an idea of evil in God.
In my essay, I will discuss the idea of whether that God is good in his nature as, according to Thomas Aquinas, God is goodness. God’s goodness derives from the notion of God’s perfection, this is why God is good according to influential thinkers, such as Augustine. However, I will also give a thought to the suggestion that there’s an idea of evil in God. I’m going to give a thought to this idea as there’s an idea of if God is wholly good, then why does evil exist, so I’m going to explore whether there’s an idea of evil in God for evil to exist.
         For Aquinas, “Goodness and being are really the same.”[footnoteRef:1] Goodness and being are essentially the same as the word ‘being’ is ‘roughly equivalent to what is actual or existing.’[footnoteRef:2]So, for Aquinas, this suggests that the goodness of something is actual. For actuality you must exist and just by existing is seen as good. Also, for Aquinas ‘goodness is connected with being’[footnoteRef:3], as it’s actualised in perfection, so makes it desirable. However, with the point Aquinas makes with desire is with another definition of goodness is that ‘good is everything that is desirable’.[footnoteRef:4] As Aquinas was influenced by Aristotle, he thinks that ‘good is what we desire’[footnoteRef:5] and as God is good, we desire God. To add to this, the idea of desiring God as he is what we, as beings, perceive as perfect, we see as the ultimate idea of goodness. So, for Augustine, the nature of God is that God is ‘good itself, the unchanging good, the good of all goods, in terms of which we love whatever good things we do love. So, if we can see the good in we love anything else that is good, and in which we live and move and are, we can see God’.[footnoteRef:6]Here, Aquinas could be meaning that God is in a sense the love we see in things, so which then makes those things good. So, since God is the ultimate good, we love God, which furthers our desires for God as we love things that are good, so we see God in good things as he’s the definition of goodness.  [1:  (Summa Theologiae, Ia, 5.1).]  [2:  Gavin Kerr, Aquinas: Metaphysics(1995) <https://www.iep.utm.edu/aq-moral/> [accessed on 05/03/2020].]  [3:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992).]  [4:  ST Ia,48,I]  [5:  ST Ia,48,I]  [6: Saint Augustine, Edmund Hill, The Trinity (De Trinitate), Part I-Books Volume 5- The Trinity. (New York: New York City Press,1991).] 

        The idea of desire for God is that ‘goodness is what is aimed at or sought, good things are things that are wanted or attractive’[footnoteRef:7], which in the thoughts of Aquinas is that since we go after good things as beings, we are naturally inclined to be attracted towards the goodness and perfection of God. Also, since goodness is what we aim for and the desire for God allows us to try and achieve this goodness, God will ultimately lead to our happiness. Aquinas mentions ideas of happiness and what leads us to happiness, which in Aquinas’ case desire for good, which is ultimately seen as God and will lead to our happiness in the end. So, our end goal is God as God is the goodness that we desire. Also, Aquinas had the idea that a being’s desires says somethings about good and evil and allows us to acknowledge something about the ultimate source of goodness, which is the essence of God. For Aquinas, the essence can be defined in a way that it defines as a thing, so the ‘essence is the definable nature of the thing that exists.’[footnoteRef:8] So, in the thoughts of Aquinas the nature of God is goodness and perfection, and this is why beings are indirectly drawn to the idea of God, even if it’s not acknowledged. [7:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992). Pg.85.]  [8:  Gavin Kerr, Aquinas: Metaphysics(1995) <https://www.iep.utm.edu/aq-moral/> [accessed on 05/03/2020].] 

       According to Aquinas, ‘God is essentially good, but creatures are good by participation’.[footnoteRef:9] Here, Aquinas is saying that God is wholly good to the point of perfection, and creatures can achieve goodness, but can’t achieve pure, divine goodness to which God has. However, through participation creatures can have goodness, but not as divine as God. So, in other words Beings are ' good ' just as God is ' good ' because beings through the process of creation come from God. Although God is basically goodness, though, creatures are not equal with goodness but only have part of that goodness. We recognise this goodness by two parts, as ‘good has the nature of perfection and end, we note a creature's two kinds of goodness by its two kinds of perfection and end’[footnoteRef:10] as said by Aquinas. So, the idea of perfection and end is not only shown through God, but also through beings also, but obviously creatures cannot be as perfect and divinely good as God. [9:  Thomas Aquinas, translated by Richard. J. Regan, Compendium of Theology, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2009) CT, I.1,Q.109.]  [10:  Thomas Aquinas, translated by Richard. J. Regan, Compendium of Theology, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2009) CT, I.1,Q.109.] 

       Alternatively, I’m going to explore the idea of evil in God as some influential thinkers have touched upon this subject, such as Augustine. I want to explore a bit about the idea of evil in God as I want to briefly look into this suggestion because as evil exists in the world and since God is the creator of the world, then is there an idea of evil in God. Aquinas has given the suggestion that ‘evil is not found in what God has done or is doing. Rather, it lies in what he has not done or not doing’[footnoteRef:11]. So, the suggestion that ‘evil can be found in what God has not done or is not doing’, could imply to the evil and suffering in the world today. I think it’s the idea of if God is all-powerful and is what ‘goodness’ is then how is there evil that exists in the world. So, that’s a suggestion that there’s an idea of evil in God as that’s where evil is found as God isn’t doing or done anything to stop or prevent the evil in the world even though he’s all-powerful and divinely good. Aquinas is influenced and has this idea from Augustine. However, the argument against the suggestion that there’s an idea of evil in God is that evil is not a thing that in itself, but it is the lack of something good. So, evil is only found if something is lacking in goodness, rather than being just evil. However, by saying a thing is evil is saying it has something, but rather than evil being something Aquinas sees it as lacking, rather than having something. Augustine says this is privation, who Aquinas had been influenced by, as Augustine suggested that ‘evil is negative and can be defined as a privation of goodness (privatio boni)’[footnoteRef:12], so meaning it lacks that certain something for it not to be good. [11:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992). Pg.84]  [12:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992).] 

          However, Aquinas does give a suggestion to the idea of evil in God as he gives the notion that even though God is the highest good, there can still be a ‘likeness of evil in God’[footnoteRef:13]. Here, the ‘likeness of evil in God’ that even God, who is supremely good can still have an idea of evil in him. An example of this could be that since God created the world and it has evil in the world, then God must have an idea of evil in him for evil to exist in the first place. However, the fact God is all-knowing then that means he knows that there’s suffering and evil in the world but hasn’t done anything to stop this evil. This links to the above paragraph with the point of evil is found in by not doing anything about the evil and suffering within the world. This then further leads to the implication that there’s an idea of evil in God as another thinker mentions that ‘God either wishes to take away evils, and is unable; or He is able, and is unwilling’[footnoteRef:14]. This is highlighting the idea of whether God is not all-powerful, or there’s an idea of evil in God by not ‘willing’ to get rid of evil in the world. An example of the idea of evil in God is ‘the evil of punishment comes from God, therefore it’s an idea in him’.[footnoteRef:15] So, there’s an idea of evil in God as he gave the idea of punishment. However, this can be argued that punishment is not the idea of evil, but the idea of justice to some thinkers. [13: Saint Augustine, Edmund Hill, The Trinity (De Trinitate), Part I-Books Volume 5- The Trinity. (New York: New York City Press,1991). Question three: Article four.]  [14:  Epicurus, quoted in Neil Forsyth, “The Origin of ‘Evil’: Classical or Judaeo-Christian?” Perspectives on Evil and Human Wickedness 1,(20. Google Scholar, January 2002).
]  [15:   St. Thomas Aquinas, Robert W. Mulligan, S.J, Truth Volume I Questions I-IX. (Indiana: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc, 1994).pg.157] 

      In conclusion, God is good due to his perfection, which can not only can be reflected through God, but also through creatures through participation. Beings can share a part of God’s goodness but can’t be as purely good as God. Also, the idea that creatures desire good and as God is ultimately good, we indirectly desire God. However, even though there’s suggestions of the idea of evil in God, I agree with Aquinas with God being the highest good as the idea of evil is not the fact that God has an idea of evil in him, but rather things have the lack of good, rather than just being evil. 
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