

Lysimachus Character Dossier

For this Module, I will be assuming the identity and personality of Lysimachus, one of the six bodyguards of Alexander the Great[footnoteRef:1]. Concerning his family, it is known that Lysimachus was the son of Agathokles, a member of the court of Phillip II of Macedon[footnoteRef:2]. He had two brothers, Phillopos and Autodikos. There is evidence to suggest that he had a third brother but not confirmed[footnoteRef:3]. Due to the position of his father in the Argead court in Pella Lysimachus was brought up as a Macedonian with all the training and education that came with the honour of Macedonian court life[footnoteRef:4]. His family was in the favour of Phillip II who appointed Lysimachus as Somatophylax at some point in his later reign, therefore, the appointment predated the ascension of Alexander the Great to the throne in 336 BC[footnoteRef:5].  [1:  (Heckel, 2012, p.267)]  [2:  (Heckel, 2012, p.267)]  [3:  (Anson and Troncoso, 2016, p.74) ]  [4:  (Lund, 2014, 34) ]  [5:  (Anson and Troncoso, 2016, p.74)] 

It must be stressed that there is little information on how Lysimachus reached the title, but it is known that his Father was confident of Phillip II[footnoteRef:6]. Grainger makes the distinction that in ancient monarchies officials used their own influence to gain positions for their own families to maintain power[footnoteRef:7].  As his father was a confidante of Phillip II, it wouldn’t be a surprise if he used influence to get Lysimachus this position[footnoteRef:8].  [6:  (Grainger, 2017, 34)]  [7:  (Grainger, 2017, 34)]  [8:  (Anson and Troncoso, 2016, p.74)
] 

But what is the position of Somatophylax? The basic principle of the position was that of a bodyguard[footnoteRef:9]. To ride with the King and the companion cavalry to protect the royal body[footnoteRef:10]. Such a position was not necessarily just to appoint a bodyguard, but also a position honour for those who distinguished themselves[footnoteRef:11]. It is noted by Heckel that at Sousa when the bodyguard was crowned by Alexander, Lysimachus stood beside men who had covered themselves in glory whilst he had not[footnoteRef:12]. It is known from ancient sources that he could be reckless[footnoteRef:13].  [9:  (Anson, 2014, p.25)]  [10:  (Anson, 2014, p.25) ]  [11:  (Anson, 2014, p.25)]  [12:  (Heckel, 2012, p.267)]  [13:  (Heckel, 2012, p.273)] 

Curtius in Historiae Alexandri Magni refers to a lion hunt that occurred in Syria in which Lysimachus fought a lion but was greatly mauled[footnoteRef:14]. In another hunt in Sogdiana also involving a Lion, Alexander prevented Lysimachus form engaging to avoid his mistakes[footnoteRef:15]. Perhaps it Is his reckless streak that prevented Lysimachus form holding any major commands before the death of Alexander? It would suggest then that Lysimachus held the position by his long service to the House of Argead rather than to Alexander personally[footnoteRef:16].  [14:  (Curt. 8. 1. 14-17) ]  [15:  (Curt. 8. 1. 14-17)]  [16:  (Grainger, 2017, p.71)] 

Supposedly though Lysimachus did have a moral compass which is influenced by the story of the lions as it is portrayed by Curtius[footnoteRef:17]. Lysimachus according to Justin was a follower of the philosopher Kallisthenes, though not Callisthenes of Athens[footnoteRef:18]. Kallisthenes had been the teacher of Lysimachus. Alexander had the philosopher caged with a lion, a possible death sentence[footnoteRef:19]. Yet Lysimachus pitied him and gave him poison to end his life quickly[footnoteRef:20]. For this Lysimachus was caged with a lion himself. It shows he had the capacity to disagree with Alexander and to defy to the will of the King[footnoteRef:21]. However, this is contradicted by Seneca who describes the same punishment used by Lysimachus in 300 BC[footnoteRef:22]. This time it was on a Rhodian who had insulted his queen, as Lysimachus was King of Thrace at this point[footnoteRef:23].   He would not tolerate insults on his family, yet he was a king[footnoteRef:24]. Power in ancient monarchies tended to rest solely with the king, and an insult on the king was also an insult on the government[footnoteRef:25]. Such blasphemy tended to be dealt with by the death penalty[footnoteRef:26].  [17:  (Curt. 8. 1. 14-17)]  [18:  (Heckel, 2012, p.272)]  [19:  (Heckel, 2012, p.272)]  [20:  (Justin. 3. 7-8) ]  [21:  (Justin. 3. 3-8)]  [22:  (Sen. Ira .17.3-4). ]  [23:  (Sen. Ira .17.3-4).]  [24:  (Sen. Ira .17.3-4).]  [25:  (Grainger, 2017, p.71)  ]  [26:  (Grainger, 2017, p.71)  ] 

My objective with Lysimachus is not to seize power outright, but rather to assume a position of authority under other characters. He has no political Gravitas in Babylon and so must buy time. Eventually achieving a position to obtain a kingdom of his own. 
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