ECGE4001-Portfolio of Study Skills

Part 1

In Iceland and other Nordic countries, people believe it is very important that children spend time playing outdoors. Government Studies suggest that playing outside is beneficial to children and the curriculum guidelines support this. According to Norodahl and Johanssen (2013); spending time in an outside environment is a useful tool in enabling children to understand and appreciate the natural world, as well as enforcing a good attitude towards healthy living and exercise.
For a long time in Iceland there has been emphasis on outdoor learning, and for children ages one to six this is an all-day occurrence when in school. However, from the age of six to sixteen children only participate in outdoor play during set play times. 
Not much is known about how teachers facilitate outside learning but it would probably vary from school to school. In the capital Reyjkavik, seventy percent of schools regularly participate in outdoor learning and there are an increasing number of teachers using the outdoors as a place to learn (Oladottir, 2008).

Part 2a
In this essay discussing Forest Schools, the Forest School Networks defines a Forest School with the following statement, ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve, and develop confidence through hands on learning in a woodland environment’ (Murray and O’Brien, 2006).
There are many people who are apprehensive about children entering woodland areas; like their parents before them, as there is a deeper concern for child safety. They believe that children can still learn at a great level indoors (Murray and O’Brien, 2006).
Ward Thompson, et al. (2004) suggest that according to research if children or young people do not engage in outdoor activities then they are less likely to enjoy the outdoors when they reach adulthood, thus missing out on the emotional and physical benefits of nature. This is because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Assembly Government (2009) are now encouraging teachers to incorporate Forest Schools into their own schools especially in the foundation phase.
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Module ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills
Part 2b

· Failing to acknowledge the source of information used in academic writing means the student could be accused of plagiarism (Plagiarism.org, 2018). It is vital that students avoid this because not only is it illegal and violates copyright regulations, but the student is receiving undue credit, losing self-respect as well as showing the reader that they cannot reference correctly. The student is also cheating themselves as they are not showing an understanding of their work. Plagiarism is taken very seriously and can affect a student’s grades and even lead to the work being disqualified (Cottrell, 2013; (Downes and Evans, 2014); (Godfrey, 2010).

· When referencing, all work sourced from other material has to be referenced whether it is a direct quote or not.  This is because, even when paraphrasing or writing in own words, the source has to be recognized as the authors work and ideas. If it is not referenced it is then classed as plagiarism, which as discussed above is a serious offence. As well as this, referencing allows the reader to have confidence in the work and can assist in the reader finding relevant texts, websites, journals among other sources that may have been used when researching. Using references for all cited work is also a courteous and respectful way of using other peoples research (Cottrell, 2013).

· Wikipedia can give a good overall sense of a subject when researching for academic assignments, but it is advised that caution is used when extracting information. This is because large amounts of people can upload information to the website. The evidence provided may not be supported so it cannot be deemed as true. A good way to check the legitimacy of information would be to look through the reference list and find out what sites are appropriate and reliable. Only then is it recommended that information be used in academic work (Cottrell, 2013). 

· According to the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Handbook (2018), when referencing a particularly long quote, separating the quote from the rest of the work is best. The quote, which should be roughly over thirty words, should not have quotation marks and should be indented on each side. As well as this the quote should be single spaced whereas the essay would be double spaced, remembering to reference the author correctly either at the beginning or the end of the quote and to include dates and page numbers if relevant.

· When conducting research for an academic assignment the sources have to be reliable and acceptable. One way to do this is to research information written by academic professionals; reading lists provided by lecturers are a good starting point. Academic sources are written by people who have a great breadth of knowledge on a subject and are usually peer reviewed, this is when other experts in the same field review a piece of work and approve it for publishing. This work could come in the form of books, journals or articles. Using a primary source is preferable as none of the information used would have been modified, things to look at following on from this would be the named author, is the information up to date? and is the information accurate? When looking at books, journals, newspapers, articles, videos and websites for example, many may have legitimate information that can be cited into assignments but the source has to be determined as acceptable, notes and information can then be included (Cottrell, 2013); (Godfrey, 2013).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 3
Critical Response
This article from The Welsh Journal of Education entitled ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’, volume thirteen, number two from 2005, is written by Emma Smith from the University of York. The article discusses the achievement gap between schools in England and Wales and looks at whether Wales is actually underachieving compared to England with relation to factors such as social class, population, curriculum and testing. 
The author, who it is assumed is English, gives the article a ‘Welsh perspective’ or at least tries to, and tries to identify reasons why Wales are no longer being schooled to fail. Her key argument is that as a nation Wales are being compared unfairly to unrelatable areas in England based on a global perspective, due to differences in economic factors as well as population size. This leads on to the discussion of how girls achieving higher grades than boys in their GCSE exams is not a new development and that the margin between them has not actually changed much in thirty years. 
From the way the article is laid out it is apparent that the author has a clear point to make regarding the key arguments and the article is structured to represent this (Williams, 2014). In the abstract paragraph, she is giving the reader a positive summary of what to expect from the article in contrast to the title. The paragraphs are presented with an introduction and some subheadings where relevant with tables inserted to back up the authors claims; however, the dates are inserted in a way that does not chronologically represent certain points in relation to relevance. The author has used the tables to suit her argument if you will, which moves the reader selectively from each piece of information. When discussing certain information, the paragraphs could be separated more clearly to allow the reader to see each point in a more transparent way with maybe a subheading for each different argument. The tables of data are not the easiest to decipher, it may have helped if the graphs were put in to the text next to each point so that the reader does not have to keep referring to the back pages to look at the graphs.
However, the author does write in a clear academic style: assuming an academic audience. The language because of this is quite difficult to read without having to re-read many key points. Smith tends to give large sentences for points that could be made more succinctly which leads to a poor flow of the writing when reading. Acronyms are used in the article without meaning, for example; (OECD), there is no sentence explaining who or what this is. When reading the article, it is clear Smith is persuasive in her writing, using words such as ‘unfavourable’ and ‘optimistic’. Subjective words can change a reader’s feeling on a topic or viewpoint which in turn can create a biased view (Cottrell, 2014).
Following on from these viewpoints, the article sets out to answer how and why Wales is being compared internationally on its educational achievement through its grades from testing. Coupled with unsatisfactory economic factors it shows Wales in a poor light in terms of achievement. Smith tries to argue why this may not be the case; it is an unfair comparison. And throughout the article consistently shows reasons why this may be true. These reasons are explained through statistics that appear credible, although some are seemingly not that relevant as there are points being made that refer to research from fifteen years earlier. For example, if looking at this passage from the article, ‘refocusing of the standards debate has resulted in an interrogation of the national education system’, (Prais 1990 cited in Smith, 2005, p.85), this is not up to date evidence and may prompt the reader to doubt the information as relevant or search out facts from another source. 
As Smith continues making her quite stable and sound argument, different pieces of evidence are presented. There are some issues with how these may support the different arguments, an example of this; ‘the increased workload on teachers has resulted in unfair examination practice’ (NUT 2003 cited in Smith, 2005, p.85), this is the view of one teacher’s union. How can one union represent the many? Even though it is a good point it may have been better to add another source here to strengthen it.  If looking at the data from the graphs in the article, they do support the argument that Wales are no longer being ‘schooled to fail’ as is questioned, just with a generally earlier date than the current 2005.
Smith has used a wide variety of references for the article relying on statistical data as well as many articles and journals from many sources with a wide range of dates, although dates are not always relevant, it is not written from the perspective of someone who knows little on the subject. But again, it is assumed the writing is subjective as there is a clear conclusion that the author wants the reader to finish with. This being that the old age debate of Wales being the underachievers in education versus England is clearly not all it seems and that many factors affect grades in a country or region. (Godfrey, 2013)
Overall the article is presented well showing a breadth of research as well as acknowledging historical events to support the development in its argument. Although, not the easiest article to read in terms of flow. It writes academically and states each point in a step by step manner. Again, sometimes sentences need to be re-read because of how they are worded (use of subjective words). It could be suggested that Smith re thinks the paragraph layout to give the reader a clearer and less time-consuming read. She could also consider that when attempting to research the reference list for the journal article, the sources listed no longer reveal the primary information prohibiting the reader from gaining a firsthand perspective. It can be deduced from this critical response that the article is not perfect but has the intended outcome in terms of the authors aims. 
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