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INVESTIGATE AND EVALUATE THE USE OF BODY CAMERAS IN EVIDENCE-BASED LAW ENFORCEMENT

  This research paper offers significant perspectives on the utilization of body-worn cameras as an evidence-based policing tool.  It is illustrated the potential impact of implementing Body-Worn Video Cameras (BWVCs) on reducing cases of applying force, minimising complaints lodged against law enforcement officers, and enhancing the relationship between the police and the community. The methodology used in this essay involves a controlled trial, which enhances the credibility of the findings. At the end of the essay will be provided a conclusion, as a result making a significant contribution to the existing body of literature on evidence-based policing and the utilisation of body-worn cameras (BWCs).
  The concept of evidence-based policing (EBP), which promotes the effectiveness of strategies, should theoretically be highly attractive to police services. Considering existing literature, it is evident that a significant body of research has demonstrated the substantial impact of evidence-based initiatives and approaches on enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of law enforcement agencies (Lum,2009). For instance, proactive methods such as scanning, analysis, response, and assessment (SARA), problem-solving process (PSP), problem-oriented policing (POP), intelligence-led policing (ILP)(Ratcliffe,2008), computerised statistics (CompStat), and hotspot policing (Sherman & Weisburd,1995) have demonstrated efficacy when compared to random and reactive models. According to a study conducted by Braga and Weisburd (2010), the implementation of and evidence-based approach demonstrated efficacy in crime reduction.
  In accordance with Bierly et al. (2009), the implementation of evidence-based practices is anticipated to contribute to the improvement of knowledge acquisition, operational efficacy, and cost-effectiveness, within police organisations. It is reasonable to expect that, considering the acknowledged advantages of evidence-based practices (EBP), there would exist a substantial body of research that identifies the factors contributing to the promotion of openness and the mitigation of resistance towards these practices. Regrettably, there is a limited supply of studies in this area, with most of them failing to offer a comprehensive understanding of the influence organisational context on the integration of evidence-based practices within police institutes. 
  Body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) have emerged as a vital instrument in contemporary law enforcement, enabling the implementation of evidence-driven policing approaches. The utilisation of portable devices by police officers during their operational tasks serves the purpose of capturing audio and video interactions with members of the public. This practice yields significant data that can be used for various aspects of evidence-based policing.
  One of the principal uses of body-worn cameras is to augment transparency and accountability within the realm of law enforcement. According to Ariel et al. (2016) the application of those cameras, facilitates the development of trust with the community, thereby improving police-community relations.
  Many studies have demonstrated that the application of body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) has been associated with a decrease in instances of use of force by law enforcement personnel. The research, conducted by Farrar et al. (2017), revealed that the adoption of body-worn cameras led to a notable reduction in the utilisation of force. This finding suggests that these cameras might serve as a preventive measure against excessive force and promote the use of escalation strategies. 
  In addition, those cameras provide a highly effective method for gathering evidence in criminal investigations and legal proceedings. The captured video material plays a crucial role in the legal process by providing significant evidence for the prosecution of offenders and ensuring successful convictions (Ariel et.al.,20200). Consequently, this phenomenon contributes to the enhancement of legal arguments presented within the judicial setting, thereby augmenting the overall efficacy of the criminal justice system.
   Along with contributing to the gathered of evidence, the data obtained through the body-worn cameras has the potential to contribute to data-driven decision-making and assessment of policing practices. The examination of recorded footage aids authorities in identifying areas that require development, providing valuable insights for training programs, and evaluating the efficacy of interventions (Jennings et.al., 2018).
    Cameras attached to the body play a significant role in fostering the ongoing professional growth and evolution of law enforcement officers. Lum et.al. (2019) focused on the significance of examining authentic situations recorded throughout the use of them. This procedure allows law enforcement agencies to recognise optimal approaches, ultimately resulting in the implementation of more efficient policing strategies.
  Along with the operational advantages, the adoption of body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) has the potential to boost public perceptions of law enforcement personnel, meaning the appropriate use of the cameras by officers has the potential to mitigate negative stereotypes and built trust in the field of law enforcement (Ariel et.al.,2016).
  A prominent historical instance in the United Kingdom pertaining to the use of body-worn cameras occurred in the year 2017, attracting substantial media coverage. The event pertained to the tragic occurrence of the demise resulting from gunfire inflicted upon an individual identified as Rashan Charles within the vicinity of Hackney, London.
  On the 22nd of July 2017, law enforcement personnel were dispatched to attend the reports of an individual exhibiting erratic behaviour within the building of a convenience store. The law enforcement officials came into contact with Rashan Charles, a male individual aged 20, and made an effort to apprehend him. During the encounter, one officer used a body camera to record the event.
  The recorded footage captured by the body camera represented an altercation between Rashan Charles and the officer, ending in the officer subduing the individual and restraining him on the ground. Regrettably, amidst the altercation, he ingested a concealed package comprising a combination of paracetamol and caffeine. He was subsequently transported to a nearby medical facility, regrettably, deceased shortly after their arrival (Lacuna,2017).
  The public’s response to the release of the body-worn camera footage resulted in widespread public outcry and community protests. Numerous individuals expressed concerns regarding the police’s utilisation of force and the circumstances surrounding the unfortunate demise of Rashan Charles. The mentioned incident has prompted discussions about the application of body-worn cameras and their potential effects on transparency and accountability within the framework of law enforcement.
  The situation in question prompted the relevant authorities to undertake a comprehensive investigation into the incident. This investigation covered a meticulous examination of various sources of evidence, such as body-worn camera footage, witness testimonies, and forensic analysis. The involvement of the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) in overseeing the investigation was intended to ensure impartiality.
  The findings of the inquiry concluded that the officer in question did not employ disproportionate force and was not subject to criminal liability in relation to the death of Rashan Charles. Nevertheless, the incident in question had ignited discussions regarding the strategies employed by authorities, the use of force, and the potential constraints associated with body-worn cameras in comprehensively documenting high-pressure circumstances.
  The Rashan Charles case brought attention to the significance of body-worn cameras (BWCs) as instruments for promoting transparency and accountability within the realm of law enforcement. However, it also prompted inquiries regarding the efficacy of these cameras in preventing a contentious incident, as well as the necessity for additional training and guidelines to ensure their appropriate utilisation.
  One of the primary advantages of body-worn cameras (BWCs) lies in their capacity to augment transparency and accountability. In a study conducted by Ariel et. al. (2016), the authors examined authorization of those types of cameras by a police officer. The findings of the study revealed a noteworthy decrease in the frequency of complaints filed against officers when cameras were present. This outcome highlights the potential of this technology to have a positive influence on interactions between police officers and citizens ultimately contributing to the enhancement of public trust in law enforcement.
  Furthermore, body-worn cameras (BWCs) provide impartial and dependable documentation of occurrence. According to White (2017), in his book titled “Police Use of Force: Important Issues Facing the Police and the Community They Serve”, the use of body cams has been demonstrated to offer significant value in terms of providing crucial evidence for investigations and court proceedings. This, in turn, contributes to the attainment of fairer and more accurate outcomes.
  Although body-worn cameras (BWCs) offer various advantages, they also possess certain limitations. According to Harris (2020), in the scholarly article titled “Body Worn Cameras and Policing”, it has been observed that officers have the ability to selectively record or deactivate cameras. The insensitive situation results in documentation that may be incomplete or biased. The act of selectively recording information can potentially undermine the original purpose of the technology, which is to enhance accountability and disclosure.
  Another concern that arises is the possibility of the cameras having an impact on the behaviour of law enforcement officers. The presence of body cameras may lead to officers exhibiting excessive caution or self-awareness due to being under constant surveillance, having the potential to influence their decision-making processes and interactions with members of the public (Lum et.al., 2019).
  The use of body-worn cameras (BWCs) gives rise to ethical concerns pertaining to privacy and the requirements of informed consent. According to the College of Policing (2021), officers must uphold the privacy rights of individuals, particularly in situations, that are sensitive such as medical emergencies or within private dwellings.  
  In addition, the ethical challenges associated with the storage and retention of recorded data should be considered. Because exists. A potential danger of unauthorised access or misuse of recorded footage resulting in privacy breaches and potential harm to individuals depicted in the recordings.
  In the legal case of Metropolitan Police v. Anderson (2021), an incident of domestic violence was reported at the residential location in London. The footage obtained from the body worn camera has documented crucial evidence. Such as the victim's distressing statement, visible injuries, and the behaviour exhibited by the suspect David Anderson during the altercation. The documented exchanges between the law enforcement personnel and the individual in question yielded a detailed account of the occurrence as well as the individual immediate emotional condition.
  Throughout the trial proceedings, the prosecution placed significant emphasis on the evidentiary value of the camera footage, serving as a crucial means to corroborate the victim’s testimony and effectively illustrate the gravity of the domestic violence inflicted by David Anderson.
  According to a study conducted by Katz et.al. (2017), the utilisation of body-worn video (BWV) footage It was found to be instrumental in providing significant visual evidence, thereby enhancing the rate of conviction in cases related to domestic violence.
  Furthermore, Lum et.al. (2019) conducted a study which revealed that the implementation of body-worn cameras in law enforcement practises has the potential to result in an increase in guilty pleas and decreasing public complaints.
  However, it is essential to take into account the proper policies associated with the use of the evidence obtained from body cameras and safeguard the storage of recorded data along with the privacy and consent of the victim (Harris,2020).
  In summary, Evidence Based Policing is a methodology rooted in the utilisation of empirical research and evidence to inform law enforcement, strategists, and decision-making processes. Body-worn video cameras (BWVCs) have become increasingly recognised as a valuable instrument in evidence-based policing as they offer an objective, a visual means of documenting the law enforcement interactions and incidents. Body cameras contribute to the promotion of transparency and accountability throughout the provision of an impartial documentation of incidents. They serve as a potent instrument in collaboration with the statement of the victims and facilitating the legal proceedings associated with criminal cases. 
   However, body cameras are not exempt from their inherent limitation and ethical considerations. Privacy concern arise due to the potential inadvertent capture of sensitive information interaction in various public and private context by footage. The discerning activation of the cameras, and the potential biases in interpreting. 
   The recorded footage can also give rise to enquiries regarding the impartiality of the evidence being presented, an illustrative example of the real-world impact can be found in a previous case in the United Kingdom, such as the one of the Metropolitan Police versus Anderson. Body cameras possess certain advantages including enhanced accountability and more robust prosecutorial outcomes. 
   The assessment of appropriate policies is crucial in examining their application in various crime context, such as domestic violence, with the aim of optimising advantages while upholding individual rights.
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