James Peter Roberts 1706516	Assessment	CAMF5004 Adaptation
The Comparative Analysis of Two or More Adaptations of the Same Source Text, With Reference to Marvel Comics’ Amazing Fantasy #15 (1962), Spider-Man (Sam Raimi, 2002) and The Amazing Spider-Man (Marc Webb, 2012).
“With great power there must also come great responsibility”.  This is arguably the most famous quote associated with any comic book superhero.  It is the lesson that is learned by high school student Peter Parker in a short story in Marvel Comics’ Amazing Fantasy issue number fifteen (15), the debut of Spider-Man, released in August 1962.  Peter is the stereotypical 1960s representation of a nerd - round glasses, shirt and tie, sweater vest, intelligent, unpopular - and he lives with his Aunt May and Uncle Ben.  At a science exhibit, he gets bitten on the hand by a radioactive spider and soon develops superpowers which he begins using for personal gain.  However, before long he realises his actions have consequences as a robber he chose not to stop ends up murdering his uncle, prompting him to use his new powers responsibly.
The fan reception to this one off issue led to the character receiving his own comic book series starting in March 1963 - The Amazing Spider-Man issue number one (1).  The story of an unpopular outcast, bullied by his peers and beaten up by life, hiding secret superhuman abilities, and selflessly helping people in need whilst wearing a colourful costume simply because it is the right thing to do was such a success that not only has it has spawned a large number of different comic series runs, but also many different adaptations into many different media forms, from television shows to video games, Spider-Man is easily one of the most recognisable pop culture characters on the planet.  
The franchise has been adapted into feature films on a number of occasions within the last twenty (20) years by Columbia and Sony Pictures, the first of which was simply titled Spider-Man, released in 2002, directed by Sam Raimi and starring Tobey Maguire as the titular wall crawler.  Tongue-in-cheek and campy, though not without intense moments and dark themes, the original Spider-Man film was a live action comic book that evidently drew heavy inspiration from Amazing Fantasy 15, though it also did have the privilege of being able to draw from forty (40) years of other stories as intertextual muses.  The first hour of the film is the Spider-Man origin story, simply padded out with more characters, their relationships and plot motivations as it is a two (2) hour film and not a few pages in a comic book.
In this film, Peter is a high school senior living with his Aunt May and Uncle Ben, bullied by everyone at school except for the girl next door love interest Mary Jane and his best friend Harry.  He needs glasses up until after he is bitten by a genetically enhanced super spider whilst on a field trip to a science lab in Columbia University.  Just like in the original comic, he uses his newly developed powers for personal gain, taking part in a masked wrestling contest in order to win money and lets a robber escape, leading to the death of his uncle.  In this version, it is his Uncle Ben who tells him that “with great power, comes great responsibility”, as well as being the reason he learns this.  This origin story has, alongside Batman, in a sense become the quintessential superhero origin story, having been referenced and parodied in films such as the spoof movie Superhero Movie (Craig Mazin, 2008).  
Spider-Man (2002) broke box office records and received critical acclaim.  It went on to spawn two sequels, appropriately named Spider-Man 2 (Raimi, 2004) and Spider-Man 3 (Raimi, 2007).  A planned fourth instalment was shelved indefinitely in 2010 when both director Sam Raimi and star Tobey Maguire were confirmed to not be returning to the franchise.  This prompted Sony pictures to decide to completely reboot the franchise - new actors, new director, and new direction.  Taking inspiration for the name from the character’s first full comic book run, The Amazing Spider-Man was released in the summer of 2012.  In a post Batman Begins (Christopher Nolan, 2005) and The Dark Knight (Nolan, 2008) world, the creative team decided on something darker and grittier.  Hiring director Marc Webb, whose only previous feature film project was romantic comedy 500 Days of Summer (2009) the focus of the story was more on the teen romance/ drama between new Peter Parker Andrew Garfield and love interest Gwen Stacy, played by Emma Stone, with the trope of a father disapproving of his daughter’s boyfriend being played up further as he is also the police chief in charge of finding and arresting Spider-man.  The marketing department billed the reboot as “the untold story”, including a conspiracy about Peter’s parents’ disappearance and supposed deaths that led to him staying with his Aunt May and Uncle Ben.  
A social outcast, full of teenage angst, but not stereotypically nerdy, film fans would refer to Garfield’s Peter Parker as more of a hipster than a geek.  
Once again, Uncle Ben both verbally and as a martyr gives Peter the “...great power ...great responsibility” line, though not in those same iconic words.  In an interview with MTV back in 2012, director Marc Webb stated that “it felt like it was in the subtext of the film in so many places (...) I think we’ve all heard it so many times that I didn’t think that it was necessary to use.”  Instead, Ben says likens Peter to his father, “You are a lot like your father.  You really are, Peter, and that's a good thing. But your father lived by a philosophy, a principle, really.  He believed that if you could do good things for other people, you had a moral obligation to do those things! That's what's at stake here. Not choice. Responsibility.”
Something that made diehard fans of the original source material was the fact that in The Amazing Spider-Man, Peter has to make his own technology based web shooters, whereas in the original film trilogy, they were organic, part of his power set.  It is a small detail but worth noting as the creators of the first adaptation thought it would be too unbelievable to have the character make them himself.  
Again, Uncle Ben dies as a result of Peter’s actions, but this causes him to seek revenge as he hunts down anyone that matches the appearance of his killer, whom he never apprehends.  It is not really until quite a bit later that he learns the lesson of great responsibility coming with great power, after he saves a child in a car from falling off a bridge and when he takes responsibility for inadvertently helping to create the super villain of the film the Lizard. 
The beauty of having a successful multimedia franchise such as Spider-Man is that there can be many different versions, interpretations and adaptations.  The more successful ones are not necessarily rehashes, beholden to the original source material, they simply adhere strictly to the spirit of the character - a character who no matter how many times he gets knocked down, no matter how hard he hits the ground, he always manages to get back up again, putting the safety and happiness of others before his own and still manage to crack a smile and a witty one liner, such as in Marvel’s Spider-Man (Insomniac, 2018) on PlayStation 4, Spider-Man: Into The Spider-Verse (Persichetti, Ramsey, and Rothman, 2018) and Raimi’s Spider-Man trilogy (2002-2007) to name but a few of the better adaptations of the character.
Both Spider-Man and The Amazing Spider-Man deal well enough with the central character, Maguire possibly a better Parker, Garfield the better Spider-Man portrayal, but what the 2002 film does better as an adaptation than the 2012 reboot is encapsulate the hope and heroic nature that should emanate from the web head, not wallow in the angst and darkness.              
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