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AIM (S) 

· To enable practitioners to use a range of research methods to critically reflect upon and develop professional practice

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:

· critically evaluate a range of research methodologies and justify a rationale underpinning a chosen research approach;

· critically reflect upon practice to derive relevant research questions;

· demonstrate the ability to undertake a research project including analysis of data collected and critical reflection on findings; 

· demonstrate the skills of writing a research paper including critical analysis of the relevant literature;

· critically analyse data using appropriate statistical methods.

CONTENT

· The focus of the module is the student undertaking a small-scale research project. This will principally be a self-directed activity with support provided by the module tutor in the form of distance-led group discussions and key inputs and distance-led group discussions, directed readings and distance-delivered small group tutorials.  
· The range of methodologies, ontologies and epistemologies which underpin the choice of research methods.

· The qualitative analysis of data and information including (but not limited to) the use of interview, observation, participant-observation, grounded theory and action-research.  
· The analysis of quantitative data including (but not limited to)  nominal, ordinal, interval and ratio data and the use of parametric and non-parametric techniques.
· The role and value of assessment will form the starting point from which broader consideration will be given to the efficacy of a range of different research methods and instruments. 
· Key inputs and discussions will be around a critical evaluation of qualitative, quantitative and mixed-methods research methodologies; how to critically review literature; a consideration of different data collection methods; the process of data analysis and triangulation, and how to write a research paper. 

· Ethical considerations relevant to conducting research with a range of outdoor learners will be discussed and standards of good practice identified. 

· Group tutorials (distance and face-to-face) will provide the opportunity for small groups to meet to discuss and share their research work, engage in group problem solving and gain support and advice from the course tutor.

Research undertaken as part of coursework assessment for this module cannot form part of the coursework requirements of a dissertation though it may be used as pilot data.

ASSESSMENT

Course work



100% 

Research Paper (9000 words)

Part One (1500 words)

Research proposal and rationale for methodology linked to literature in the field (1500 words).

Part Two (7500 words)

Exemplar Research Project:

Implement and evaluate a method for assessing the quality of the learning experience of clients involved in education. Provide constructive feedback to the learning provider and critically reflect on their response (7500 words).
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