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Introduction 
This landscape characterisation report is focused on the Abbey woodland and its management spanning from post glacial to the present. This centres around the features of naturally occurring phenomenon within the woodland area and the man made adaptions use for management of the woodland for specific purposes. The woodland in focus is located at Strata Florida (Ystrad Fflur), meaning ‘vale of flowers’[footnoteRef:1] in Latin, which is a Cistercian Abbey dating from roughly 1164[footnoteRef:2] until its dissolution in 1539[footnoteRef:3] when Henry VIII seized control of the church, creating the Church of England with Anglican beliefs, while similarly dissolving other religious Churches, Abbeys and Cathedrals[footnoteRef:4].   [1:  Cadw ]  [2:  Strata Florida website ]  [3:  Strata Florida website ]  [4:  Prior knowledge ] 

Within this report woodland management techniques and attributes will be considered and ? over the timeframe of post glacier, in the Mesolithic period (within the Stone age, between the Paleolithic age and the Neolithic age[footnoteRef:5]), to the modern period with contributes to the future.  [5:  Britannica] 


Woodland management over the years 
Post glacial era
Spanning from the Mesolithic age (the introduction to agriculture[footnoteRef:6]) and into the Neolithic age, following the end of the ice age and coming towards the latter stage of the stone age, the glacier had left their mark in the topography of the world. Our focus of the Strata Florida location happens to reside in the lower Cambrian mountains, which themselves were created from a glacier into a U shaped valley, within which contains the Teifi river fed by the Cambrians, where the Abbey woodlands are situated on the valley floor. The melting of the glacier and the creation of the Teifi river are what makes this expanse so arable: due to the sedimental silt left behind and further brought to this area by floods, creates the foundations for an agriculturally based lifestyle, moving away from the previously common hunter-gathering culture[footnoteRef:7]. The basis of the agricultural change from the glacial silt is due to the contents, wherein the essential macro and micro nutrients and compounds that can sustain the pioneer species in which would have started to propagate in this ideal location and thus the benefits created initiates the start of a primary ecological succession[footnoteRef:8], where the climax community consists of a woodland or forest.  [6:  Prior knowledge]  [7:  Prior knowledge]  [8:  Prior knowledge] 

Classic and medieval era 
This era from approximately the eighth century BCE[footnoteRef:9] to 1500[footnoteRef:10] CE does not have many surviving documents surrounding the woodland section, therefore there is not much which can be accurately identified pertaining to the management during this time frame. The most information that could be ascertained would be that any settlers in the surrounding area may have possibly cut down some of the trees for shelter and or transportation, most likely to have been done from when the romans came to Wales and continued after the monks came to the abbey, along with pilgrims passing through. It is believed that the classical time did not interfere too much on the development of this woodland as there are no certain depictions of the Strata Florida woodland from this period to be debated, there is evidence of woodland management in the form of animal grazing. There are sources that depict the Cistercian monks owning and ‘breeding of cattle and sheep’[footnoteRef:11] which would have been one of the ways that the abbey gained an income[footnoteRef:12]. This evidence along with the surviving ruins proves that there was activity within the woodlands around this time period, such as a possible roman road and several stone and earth bank boundaries, suggesting that some form of woodland management would have taken place to have created these types of structures.   [9:  New world encyclopedia ]  [10:  Histories and castles ]  [11:  Ancient and medieval architecture]  [12:  Ancient and medieval architecture] 

Early modern era
Indications of woodland management within the early modern period span from structures built and dug, and repopulation of the varieties of trees in this expanse. The time range of the 14th to the 17th centuries[footnoteRef:13] comprised of the renaissance and early modern eras, within which the dissolution of the abbey occurs in 1539[footnoteRef:14]. Similar management works to boundaries are leats, where water boundaries are dug on the side of the valley near a tree border to create a longer, controlled stream of water for use of the inhabitants for the purpose intended. This kind of management is similar to the moving of the rivers (Teifi and Glasffrwd) by the monks at an unknown time frame, due to a possible better usage of the water, as a water source and as a boundary of divided land. Towards the end of this era and the beginning of the next the Napoleonic wars transpired, 1800-1815[footnoteRef:15], and the use of the woodland was needed. Most of this area was clear felled for use in the creation of boats to be used within these wars, however the knowledge of the management and repopulation of these trees are sparce and only an estimate of the range over felling replanting can be taken. These affected sections were subjected to secondary succession, wherein the disruption of the former succession by humans now has to restart and begin towards its climax community again, however, if some regions of the pre-existing woodland succession remains then the secondary succession would be aided along with earlier seed distribution and germination due to the pioneer species being there already as mature trees[footnoteRef:16]. Subsequently, there is no more existing knowledge after the clear felling until more recent documents have been made, therefore the undertaking of woodland management is a mystery as actions after the Napoleonic wars cannot be ascertained.  [13:  Literary sphere ]  [14:  Strata Florida website]  [15:  Britannica ]  [16:  Prior knowledge ] 

Modern era
Post 17th century to the present, more documentation of the abbey woodland can be found and management techniques to be observed. Since the monasteries dissolution by Henry VIII the land was divided and owned by many farms and managed separately. Unfortunately any information apart from farm management until the 19th century cannot be found, however when the excavation commences in 1887 by steven Williams[footnoteRef:17] bringing in more tourism to Strata Florida. More recently when multiple organisations (posted at the bottom of the Strata Florida webpage[footnoteRef:18]) took over most of the original land to restore and maintain the abbey land, the management of the woodland was revitalised and now more overviewed for the benefit of the wildlife within. Most of the biggest tree varieties in the woodlands are to be dated to roughly 70 to 100 years ago and are still growing, fortunately the vast majority of oak tree saplings scattered across the woodland floor is remarkable for the continuation of the area and its future of wildlife, even though only a small percentage of these saplings will germinate into juvenile trees due to biotic and abiotic factors, such as, animal grazing, nutrients competition and more[footnoteRef:19]. On going management techniques being done by one organisation is volunteer work done by Coed Y Bont woodland community association, in which volunteer undertake maintenance tasks in different areas and this work keeps ‘vegetation in check’ which has ‘increased diversity of habitats and species’[footnoteRef:20] with their conservation efforts. Managements such as these will be continued in the future and more will possibly be added to aid those already in progress and with the pre-existing conservation legislature of a site of specific scientific interest (SSSI) and a natural nature reserve (NNR)[footnoteRef:21], the management of the abbey woodland will continue further into the future as these will protect the location in a more legal process.   [17:  Cadw ]  [18:  Strata Florida ]  [19:  Prior knowledge]  [20:  Natural resources Wales ]  [21:  Intro into fieldwork ] 
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