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[bookmark: _Toc102410178]Introduction 
This study aims to present a reflection on the production of an effective community engagement plan and analyse its importance in society.  I will be discussing the benefits of having community engagement practitioners and how significant stakeholders are involved in this process. Other than this, I will also be starting a discussion on evaluating the differences between the projects that have been utilised for the assignment. Through this, the best practices that have been implied in the community engagement practices will also be examined.  Moreover, the typical differences between concepts like active consultation, stakeholder participation, and inclusion in the aspect of community engagement will also be analysed and discussed in this aspect. With the help of this assessment, I will also be analysing how community mapping has been conducted along with their research strategy. Additionally, the different types of social engagement practices, using social media platforms, applied by the projects will be evaluated along with their impact analysis. Lastly, a justification will also be made based on the exploration of the practices. The overall reflection will be producing an understanding of how community engagement programs can be coordinated through the construction of models, approaches, and standards. 
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Community engagement has been referred to as the constitution of a group of people with the combined aim of resolving a potential issue as it seemed to be negatively influencing their social life. The case study that has been chosen revolves around the project, ‘Beating crime plan’, which started in 2021 in the UK having the sole aim of making a safe and peaceful country, having fewer crime rates. I think that this project has been typically focusing on the involvement of local social communities and helping out the city to make the location crime-free. The best practices that have been utilised within this project involve active monitoring of old criminals that have been bailed. As per the monitoring approach, the crime within the city can be controlled, because it also makes use of electronic tagging, specifically for the burglars after their jail release (BBC, 2021). 
From the opinion of the PM, stated in the report, this approach will be useful as each of the districts will be having a named police officer that the residents can turn to. As per the news report from BBC (2021), the victims will be punished for any of their anti-social behaviours using chain gangs and will also be sentenced to work without pay. From the study, I can say that such approaches can be useful in controlling the increased crime rate as robbers, burglars, and thieves and their location can be tracked through electronic tags.  
Based on the recent news by Symonds (2022), the crime rate within the UK had decreased by 14% and the government is seen to be actively using this best practice of electronic tagging to cut crimes. This was the representation of the PM of the UK; however, as stated by the facts within the report, the crime rate had increased by 14%, within which a 47% increase in fraudulence acts has been seen during the lockdown (Symonds, 2022). Additionally, the data findings from the news report also state that ankle wear was also used on the prisoners for monitoring their alcohol levels in their sweat. Moreover, the typical community engagement practice had implied a productive approach, which enabled the stakeholders to enjoy the core understanding of the value of family and business. This has been particularly done to highlight the core principles of community engagement.  
Relating to the second project, ‘Police and crime plan 2021’, and the goal was set to allow the police to ensure the streets are safer. The plan has been formed using the time frame of 2021-2025 and required a huge involvement of the communities and their participation. As per (Staffordshire Commissioner, 2021), the priorities for this project are the implication of a flexible and responsive service, protection of people from harm, and supporting victims. Moreover, it also includes the reduction of offences and ensuring a more effective justice system.  From the report analysis, I can say that the second project seemed to be more focused on the community engagement approach through the participation of the police. Whereas relating to the first project, I would say that various agencies had acted towards winning over the challenge of reducing the crime rate in the country (College of Policing, 2021a). From the report findings, it becomes evident that the delivery of the crime plan had specifically focused on certain key areas, which include cutting serious violence, homicide, and neighbourhood crime. 
Amongst the crucial standards for community engagement includes the involvement of only such people who are affected by its causes and the active promotion of people who are experiencing barriers to participation (Centre for Sustainable Energy, 2022). Moreover, the report further stated regarding the method standards, the techniques are necessary to be acceptable to the participants and is chosen based on diverse views. Regarding the contexts of the first crime project, the usage of electronic tagging and monitoring of the offender has been selected to reduce the cycle of repeating offending (UK Government, 2021).  I do believe that this practice has been symbolised amongst practice by accurately referring to the violence re-engagement knowledge. In the Active Community Engagement Continuum (ACE) model, the analysis of community engagement and its role in influencing the typical behavioural change has been effectively stated (ATSDR, 2022). 
Concerning this topic, I can say that the different levels of engagement within the continuum reflect the movement from consultative to cooperative and collaborative. Thus, the model defines the five characteristics as inclusion in decision-making, usage of local capacity for governing structures, and assessment information. From this aspect, I can say that the community engagement process is a one-event rather than successive and thus, the collaborative action becomes necessary for community empowerment. Community engagement is an example of a social action that is done usually with the assistance of the private sector or the government and influences the service providers (Twelvetrees, 2017). Another community engagement model includes the socio-ecological model of health, which is based on the fact that several factors influence the health condition of an individual. Most importantly, this community engagement model focuses majorly on the social interaction of an individual with the environment (ATSDR, 2022; Lee et al., 2017). About the first project, I would like to say that active consultation is missing. In community engagement activities, active consultation plays a crucial role in underpinning genuine community development through the articulation of shared concerns. Simultaneously, Adebisi Rabe and Lucero-Prisno III (2021) mentioned that the community engagement and effective communication of the participants help the strategic plan to further boost up. It is done through the robust connection formed between the participants. 
Regarding the first case study, I would say that community mapping has been done by the police officers by building the capability and capacity to identify and deal with fraudulence. Not only was this but stakeholder participation in the Beating crime plan also done through the formation of automatic online convictions for certain offences (College of Policing, 2021b). As part of this project, stakeholders are being targeted for participation and inclusion by using their interests through social media platforms. The second project, Police and crime plan 2021, also had a similar approach, but the plan had more involvement of other individuals belonging within a society by collaboration. Diversity promotion was one of the key aspects of this project and it strictly restricted any abuse of different cultures and social backgrounds. I think these aspects of the projects are based on the principles of community engagement, which include inclusion, planning, communication, support, working together, and impact (Scdc, 2022). 
As per Herefordshire Council (2015), some of the major community engagement techniques include timely delivery planning and collaborative working with relevant organisations. I think in the case of the second project, it has been actively done through the consideration of the inclusion of racism in its procedures. Community engagement approaches that were considered by this plan include community meetings. However, in the case of the first project, approaches like online engagement was more focused on the utilisation of social media. To the report by Statista (2021), the internet penetration rate in the UK was 48% 46.6 million people in 2020. Thus, the project is drawing the attention and gaining effective engagement of the community people. In my opinion, other approaches like broad-based participation and community-based development (CBD) are also effective approaches toward community engagement. The impact analysis will be far more robust with the effective implementation of such forward-looking approaches as it can help the project planners to gather more individuals for the plan. I would community engagement research helps in taking the affiliation from various people and addressing the issues that are affecting their well-being relates. The collaboration has been earned from the government and other people, belonging to the same community through the utilisation of social media, for the first project. 
Avon and Somerset PCC (2022) stated that the legal duties of the police, regarding crime priorities have to be preventing the crime and engaging with communities and victims. Moreover, the plan also encourages the police to become efficient and increase the legitimacy of the criminal justice system. The second project also included a survey for evaluating their best practices and also gaining stakeholder's participation through active consultation. I can justify their approaches and best practices by claiming that the project was solely aimed at involving the police commissions, which is why they did not use the social media platforms as robustly as the first project. On the other hand, the first project wanted to understand and get notified of any crimes, happening within the locality.  Hence, the project used social media channels to consistently monitor the crime rate through old criminals. I think it is true that old criminals, at a certain point in time, possess the tendency to involve themselves in crime; thus, making the crime monitoring process for such individuals more important.  


[bookmark: _Toc102410180]Conclusion 
Based on the overall analysis of the study, I can conclude that community engagement practices are essential for helping out societies in gaining improved outcomes for their criminological activities. Through this assessment, I got to highlight my capabilities of defining the key notions of community engagement programs through the reflection on best practices, models, principles, and standards. The project, the Beating crime plan, seemed to have set out the need for community engagement towards lessening the criminal activities and progress towards the achievement of a safer country. The key aspects of the Beating crime plan are to level up the quality of life by restoring the confidence of people. The chosen community engagement approach for this includes a monitoring approach. Through this, the community engagement plan specifically triggered the involvement of crucial stakeholders in the plan. Moreover, it was further achieved by using the productive approach that enabled the stakeholders to enjoy a combined understanding of both family and business. 
Compared to the Police and crime plan 2021, I can say that the involvement of police commissioners in the forefront is seen, however, with a diverse and inclusive culture of the project. The plan also acted on mitigating the barriers of people, who are unable to involve in the activities. I have also related models like ACE and the socio-cultural model of health within this context so that the influential factors regarding the two study approaches can be effectively evaluated. The national standards of community engagement, which include principles of inclusion, support, impact, communication, planning, and working together were also seen to be reflecting on the key aspects of both the projects. For effective commination and community mapping, the first project had actively used social media platforms, but not the second one. Rather, the second was found to be encouraging stakeholder participation through the conducting of meetings and surveys. 
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