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Task One 

 In this assignment , Iceland and  similar countries  believe  it is essential that children  are spending time   in  outdoor spaces throughout their life.According to Icelandic teachers (2014),government experts  explain that  being outdoors is positive for children. In the assessment guidelines, the writer  puts a lot of emphasis on outdoor learning conditions .However, Nordahl and Johannesson ( 2013)  emphasised  that Children are encouraged to be taught about   the physical world outside as part of their outdoor learning environments and as a place so that children  can exercise and maintain an active  lifestyle. Although in comparison In Iceland the discussion on the importance of outdoor learning environments has occurred for a long period of time.The writers  also suggest that  Children   aged one to sixteen   play outside everyday    whereas  children aged between six  to sixteen   are only allowed to be with friends when it is playtime.In this essay  it also  discusses what teachers do outside the classroom to support learning. The writer thinks that it is going to be very different depending on what type  of teacher is appointed  and the surroundings of the school. According  to Oladottir (2008), there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using the outdoor learning environments for an extended time. In addition, it implies   that around 70% percent of schools in the capital of Reykjavik prefer to use outdoor learning on a regular basis.






Task 2 A

Forest schools will be the subject of this essay. Firstly, the writers Murray and O ‘ Brien (2006 ) have a major discussion that  “People are concerned that Children  in school do not have the same amount of  opportunities to explore the woodlands and green spaces unlike the previous generations who did when they were younger ” so therefore there are some  concerns  being made that something will occur as children are a lot more capable of doing more  indoors now than before.In comparison to this ,  the writers Thompson and Aspinall (et, al (2004) had also  discovered  that learning outdoors is not the same to learning in a classroom environment. According to  Welsh government experts (2009)  their  main objective  is to motivate the  teachers to do forest school in their own schools at present, especially  in the foundation phase. Overall , the  written definition placed by the forest school network  explains that young people and adults through committed learning experiences in a woodland environment  would inherit  daily opportunities to achieve and to continue to  grow  their self esteem , self worth and build on  confidence in the long run. 





           







Task 2b https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/4647574224804757367/4208919491471339136?hl=en-GB


Task 3 
In this essay I will be discussing the article topic “Schooled to fail?” in the underachievement debate in Wales written by Emma Smith  in (2005).  This essay seems to discuss the overviewing trends in the examination performance of Welsh students at the end of  mandatory  education. Furthermore , it talks about the relatively poor academic performance on a wider scale.Moreover , it is about the comparisons  between England and Wales in the old issue in 1980. It also highlights that in the article that it considers the underachievement debate from a welsh perspective and is looking at whether students in Wales are being schooled to .
Smith (2005) has a Bias view it appears   from the start  in the abstract as it states that it will be coming “ from a welsh perspective” so potentially only going to favour Wales because it is  only looking at it from welsh point of view therefore excluding other countries perspectives on education system and whether Wales is underachieving or not so the writers intentions seem to persuade readers more that wales is not underachieving  by only including one point of view.
 It appears that Smith (2005) intentions seem to be to persuade the readers that wales is not underachieving this is because the writer Smith (2005) states “ results like this may lead us to suggest that perhaps wales  is no longer being schooled to fail” as it is written in the conclusion  and that it talks about factors which have also prevented high quality of achievement in wales such as the poorest homes as the writer tells us this is what their intentions are going to be about in their next written article.
 In Wales, Smith (2005) states School standards need to be raised for several reasons, including Aiming higher and becoming a global competitor is crucial for the UK Growth in the economy and  that the  major problem is a decline in heavy industry in the aftermath of the second world war, followed by foreign investors reprocessing ancestral jobs primarily in the electronics industry  which are  recruiting greater numbers in the south wales area. 
By the writer stating this it is clear that it implies that Wales is not benefited greatly in the electronics industry when it relates to its heavy industry and the traditional jobs being replaced  clearly the writer is trying to suggest that Wales has been affected greatly because of this.Smith (2005) is not being relevant here as it is not talk about how it relates back to underachievement in Wales and also has no evidence to suggest that this information is reliable , therefore it seems that it is  not being consistent with the argument being made.
Smith (2005) seems to be using descriptive writing  being subjective towards their  audience   as the writer  suggests that students are focused on more when it comes to testing in the world and that there is an expanded workload on teachers which has concluded in negative examination practices when it involves teaching their students the test explained by one teachers union.This seems to be not an argument but in fact a description simply it is reporting information with no attempt to evaluate or comment but using the information to persuade. 
However, Smith (2005) one positive the writer has done in the article is that it was  admitted that there was no evidence which Smith (2005) researched the results  and findings of LEAS in Wales and in England by the author Gorard had explored when taking into account the socio-economic variables that (2005) it is suggested that there is limited evidence of any differences over a period in the related performance between girls and boys in English; the recent gap is the smallest since the 1980s. The writer uses a reliable source for this information WJEC. 
As a result, the reader has a greater understanding of where the information comes from, which is a positive. According to Smith (2005) the article only  seems to be looking at maths and english in her data   and the achievement gap between boys and girls see in (Appendix 2 , p 97 , 98) therefore not making a equal fair argument because the writer is not collectively gathering out a range of data relative to the main argument being made. When it comes to whether this article involves any persuasive language Smith (2005) asks a question stating “is it unfair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under 3 million people with one of just under 5 million?”.The writer is clearly using a rhetorical question  and statistics to ask the readers to answer their question   to grab their attention implying the writer is using  the language being repeatedly used as persuasive. 
Smith (2005 ) when mentioning the second world war it suggests that it is used to  persuade the reader to feel emotions  by using emotive language to capture the audience as the second world war was a very difficult part in history for a lot of people so when speaking about the heavy industry in Wales and the decline.Moreover , it does also  look at two side acknowledging that was no evidence for girls doing better than boys as Smith (2005) states from a modern examination results appear to show that girls are outperforming boys and that the gap between them is increasing. There seems to be a  small amount of evidence for the under-performance of schools and students in Wales which concerns those in England.Regarding the structure of  the article it is difficult to read due to the length of  the article and because of the entirety of the data being shown , it would be hard for anyone to read because of the density of statistics being scattered across in the article and in the appendices. 
Furthermore, Smith (2005) seems to contradict the argument, as the writer states that Wales is not underachieving even though the data indicates that Wales is behind. As Smith (2005) suggests that the education system in Wales is not perfect and it is questionable on a number of levels, the writer does not seem to be able to formulate a solid argument here. whether Wales is underachieving or not as this shows that the writer is going back on the previous points about Wales  being made in this article meaning that the article's argument is weak as it does not hold a consistent pattern making it an inappropriate academic article. In the future the recommendations for this article is that it sticks to one or two points , and to  use a lot less statistics. 
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