An Account of Alexander the Great’s Encounter with Talestris, the Amazon Queen

Alexander the Great is said to have a brief encounter with the Amazonian queen Talestris, this encounter that in some accounts was romantic in sense, in another account this encounter was only through letters to each other about talks of war and peace. This brief accountant of events will look at both events and go through what happened. 

In the one account of the events in which Talestris met with Alexander the Great in his own encampment (Townsend, 1996, p.162). The account in which this version of events unfolded then go on to describe how the amazons dress, which is possibly trying to then convince the reader that Talestris was a real person since it is unknown whether or not she was real and actually met with Alexander, in this account of the events it then goes on to say that Alexander and Talestris then stayed together for 13 days and nights in which Talestris then left having hopefully gotten what she had come for (Townsend, 1996, p.164). The Amazon queen had sort to be impregnated by Alexander the Great to hopefully bare children with his intelligence and strength. if this account was correct in that Talestris did give birth to Alexander the Great’s child it can be assumed that it was a female child since there is not any accounts of Alexander having any children claim to be his from an Amazon queen. 

In the other account in which Alexander the Great only spoke to the Amazon Queen through a series of letters talking about the situation of Alexander’s army fighting against the one thousand women soldiers of the amazons (Pritchard, 1992, p.77). The account of the letters show that Alexander was only more interested in conquering and having the amazons pay tribute to him than anything else (Pritchard, 1992, p.77). In this account the amazon queen is not drawn to Alexander the Great in any manner, since can be seen in how the letter from the Talestris talk about fighting near mountains to the location that they were in (Pritchard, 1992, p.78). However, there is a similarity between the accounts in that Talestris does make mention of the festival of Jupiter that the amazons celebrate and in which they meet with the amazon men and intermingle in hopes of baring offspring, this itself can be seen as the queen taking some interest in Alexander but to the letters account Alexander did not take part in this festival with the amazons (Pritchard, 1992, p.78). but the end of the account that was recorded it was the amazon queen sending tribute to Alexander’s encampment to keep peace and not have any bloodshed (Pritchard, 1992, p.79). 

To conclude there are a number of accounts that link Alexander the Great to the amazon queen Talestris, if there are real to begin with is a different matter since there is many people who believe that Talestris was fiction. With this knowledge if she simply paid tribute then this encounter would benefit alexander the great, if they created a child then if it was a male this could have led to Alexander the Greats downfall since this would have cause more problems from the moment after his death with land claims.
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