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In England and Wales, non-judges make many legal decisions. They are created by regular individuals from various walks of life who have no training in law. They do, however, have a strong moral compass. They can also understand others, make sound decisions, and stand forward as community leaders. This group serves as judges. Magistrates, who are also called Justices of the Peace, are regular people who want to make a difference in their communities by administering justice (Robinson, 2019). They dedicate at least 13 days a year to serving as a juror in our courts (not including training time). Both the Family Court and the Magistrates' Court (which hears both criminal and civil cases) have magistrates on staff. Many judges work in addition to their judicial duties since the position does not pay. Over 12,000 citizens have taken it upon themselves in England and Wales to become magistrates. Appointment to the position is possible beginning at age 18 and ending at age 75. Since magistrates are expected to serve for at least five years before retiring, the Senior Presiding Judge will only typically appoint people older than 70. The following paragraphs discuss the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates in the UK. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc134125231]A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom.
Local courts are presided over by magistrates who adjudicate cases that pertain to their respective communities. The Magistrates' courts and Family Court are venues where cases about criminal and civil proceedings, as well as family matters, can be heard. Magistrates commonly convene in courtrooms as panels, called benches, comprising two or three members. The three magistrates possess equivalent decision-making authority; however, the presiding justice is authorized to articulate in the court and oversee the events (Pugh, 2020). The two magistrates flanking the presiding judge are called "wingers." With the accumulation of experience, certain magistrates progress to preside over cases concerning defendants aged 10 and under 18 in the youth court. In the context of the judicial system, magistrates can participate in Crown Court proceedings alongside a judge, specifically in cases where an appeal is made against a conviction or sentence previously decided upon in the magistrates' court.
[bookmark: _Toc134125232] Primary responsibilities of Magistrate 
 The magistrates presiding over criminal court proceedings will attentively review and evaluate all the evidence presented before them in conjunction with their fellow bench members. Suppose a defendant has entered a plea of guilt or has been convicted. In that case, the court may levy a range of penalties, such as monetary fines, community-based sanctions (which may entail unpaid labor or addiction treatment), and custodial sentences of a maximum duration of 12 months for a single offense. If a defendant has either entered a plea of guilt or has been convicted and is to be sentenced or requires a full trial with a judge and jury, magistrates have the authority to refer more severe offenses to the Crown Court. Magistrates collaborate and receive assistance from legal counsel to guarantee adherence to appropriate protocols and regulations (Brook et al.,2015). The civil jurisdiction of magistrates' courts is the most voluminous within the court system, with approximately 5 million cases annually. Most issues pertain to implementing civil financial obligations, such as council tax, rates, and child maintenance. Magistrates are responsible for overseeing appeals against determinations made by other entities, such as licensing decisions or the registration of security officers. 
Magistrates presiding over family court proceedings are tasked with adjudicating a diverse range of matters, including but not limited to rendering determinations that impact minors who are in a vulnerable state, facilitating the establishment of arrangements between parents who are no longer together concerning their offspring, enforcing orders for child maintenance, and aiding in the prevention of domestic violence. The role is of paramount significance as it can exert a considerable influence on the well-being and development of a child and the prospects of a family (Brook et al.,2015). Procedures within the criminal courts diverge significantly from those in other legal settings. The court environment is characterized by a comparatively lower degree of formality, with the parties involved typically situated around a spacious table. Magistrates consistently furnish written justifications and may receive supplementary assistance from a children's guardian, who is typically a specialized social worker. Magistrates undergo specialized training to preside over youth courts, characterized by relatively less formal procedures than adult criminal courts. For instance, magistrates intentionally engage young defendants in direct conversation instead of exclusively communicating through their legal counsel.
[bookmark: _Toc134125233] Thesis
 Magistrates are crucial to the judicial system as they offer an affordable and easily accessible avenue for resolving disputes. However, reforms need to address issues such as inadequate expertise, uneven decision-making, and insufficient diversity (Pestsov, et al., 2018). Magistrates are legal professionals who hold judicial authority and oversee various legal proceedings, such as criminal cases, civil disputes, and traffic violations. The provision of accessible and cost-effective dispute resolution services is a crucial service for individuals and small businesses who lack the financial resources to engage in expensive legal representation. Nonetheless, apprehensions have been expressed regarding the limited proficiency of magistrates, potentially leading to erroneous or incongruous legal verdicts.
[bookmark: _Toc134125234] Court closures 
All individuals employed within the justice system are responsible for ensuring the efficient utilization of resources, and there is a shared desire to facilitate the necessary modernization of the court system. In cases where court buildings exhibit underutilization or obsolescence, it is imperative to assess their continued necessity (Carr, 2021). Nonetheless, justice must be dispensed at the local level. However, the closure of numerous courts in the past few years has resulted in many courts being situated far from the communities they cater to. Additional closures of courts heighten the potential for worsening of the situation. The utilization of video technology is pertinent. However, courts must remain genuinely accessible to victims, witnesses, and defendants who may prefer to attend in person. Additionally, accessibility to magistrates must be considered, as it is unreasonable to expect them to travel long distances to court regularly.
[bookmark: _Toc134125235] Characteristics 
The quality of impartiality is a fundamental expectation placed upon magistrates, requiring them to make decisions without bias or prejudice. A requisite for magistrates is a comprehensive comprehension of the law and its practical implementation. Magistrates are required to exhibit integrity and uphold high ethical principles. Effective communication and patience are essential qualities for magistrates, as they must attentively listen to the arguments presented by all parties involved (Brown, 1993). The quality of attentiveness to detail is deemed essential for magistrates, as they are expected to accurately apply the law to the factual circumstances of a case. The desirable attribute of judicial temperament entails that magistrates exhibit composure and forbearance and possess the ability to oversee courtroom proceedings competently. The principle of judicial independence dictates that magistrates ought to remain impartial and uninfluenced by external factors or pressures. Magistrates are expected to uphold the rule of law and adhere to justice, fairness, and equality.
[bookmark: _Toc134125236] Advantages or disadvantages.
[bookmark: _Toc134125237]Advantages
Magistrates offer a cost-effective and accessible mechanism for resolving disputes, particularly for individuals and small businesses who may not have the financial resources to engage in costly legal representation. The expediency of case resolution is a notable advantage of magistrates, as they can efficiently hear and dispose of cases compared to higher courts. This attribute proves advantageous in circumstances where a prompt resolution is deemed necessary (Welsh, 2015). Community involvement is a notable aspect of magistrates' roles, as they frequently belong to the local community. This familiarity with local issues and concerns can enhance their ability to make decisions that align with the community's best interests. Including individuals from various backgrounds in the magistracy can contribute to a more equitable and representative legal system by providing diverse experiences and perspectives.
[bookmark: _Toc134125238]Disadvantages
One potential issue with magistrates is their limited legal expertise and training compared to higher court judges, which may lead to erroneous or inconsistent legal rulings. The absence of legal precedent is a notable characteristic of magistrates' decisions, as they need to be more capable of establishing binding legal precedents that can serve as a foundation for future cases (Welsh, 2015). The phenomenon above could decrease the level of predictability within the legal framework and may engender a sense of ambiguity within the legal system. The absence of jury trials can result in situations where magistrates cannot oversee such proceedings, leading to a scenario where a solitary judge renders determinations regarding culpability or exoneration. The appointment or election of magistrates by politicians or the public may raise apprehensions regarding the potential impact of political influence on judicial proceedings.
[bookmark: _Toc134125239] Reform 
Enhancing diversity: Endeavors aimed at improving diversity among magistrates may contribute towards ensuring that the legal system is more reflective of the communities it caters to. The approach above may encompass focused recruitment and outreach strategies aimed at underrepresented demographics alongside endeavors to mitigate implicit biases and foster inclusivity in the selection procedure (Donoghue, 2014). Expanding magistrates' jurisdiction can enhance their participation in the legal system and facilitate the provision of justice to individuals and small enterprises. Potential measures to improve the role of magistrates in the judicial system may involve expanding their jurisdiction to encompass complex cases or augmenting their involvement in alternative methods of resolving disputes. The incorporation of technology into the judicial process has the potential to optimize court procedures and enhance efficacy. Possible academic rewrite: The adoption of digital solutions such as web-based systems for managing legal cases, conducting virtual court proceedings, and deploying algorithmic procedures for handling repetitive duties may be part of the strategies for modernizing the legal sector.
[bookmark: _Toc134125240]Summary
Magistrates aspire to effect positive change in their localities by dispensing justice. Individuals between 18 and 75 are eligible for appointment to the position above. Magistrates are expected to fulfill a minimum of five years of service before their retirement. Magistrates are responsible for scrutinizing and assessing evidence, imposing sanctions, and directing more serious transgressions to the Crown Court. In addition, they are accountable for supervising appeals and resolving disputes about civil monetary responsibilities, legal proceedings in family court, and incidents of domestic violence. Magistrates must guarantee the effective allocation of resources and implement contemporary reforms to the judicial system. Judges must exhibit various vital attributes, including impartiality, integrity, effective communication, patience, attention to detail, judicial temperament, and independence. Magistrates offer advantages such as cost-effectiveness and expediency in resolving cases. The roles of magistrates have the potential to contribute.
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